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The history of the Itecords of the Virginia Company is so full^^ told in the 
following pages that it need not l>e reviewed here. Their importance to historical 
research has long been recognized. They record the lieginnings of one of the first 
ventures in Knglish settlement on the American Continent, and in themselves contain 
the germs of subsequent developments in its administmtion and soi'iety. They 
present a picture which could not l)e paralleled in the history of any other colonial 
establishment. The recognition of this has induced many attempts to print them, 
but thus far no successful attempt to print them in their entirety. The lack of a 
complete edition has greatly handicapped historical students. It is this lack which 
the present edition proposes to supply'. 

In my report for 1904 I gave the reasons in favor of the printing by the Libmry 
of Congress of this manuscript and of similar unpublished records. It would save 
excessive wear and tear upon the originals; it would enable the texts to be studied 
by investigators who can not come to Washington; and it would encourage that 
thorough, detailed, and continuing study of them which their value and interest 
demand and a proper undei'st^mding and represen tuition of American history require. 
These reasons apply with peculiar force to those invaluable records, unique in them- 
selves and unique of their kind. Ijoss or injury would be irrepamble, but multiplied 
and made available for students in printed form they will prove of great and 
permanent public utility. 

The following introductory essay is intended to develop the historicul and biblio- 
graphical relations of this record. It is the result of careful and laborious research 
by its author. Miss Kingsbury, who has made herself expert, not merely as to the 
main documents, but as to collateral and subsidiary documents, l)oth in this country 
and abroad, and who has throughout had the benefit of the advice and counsel of one 
who has made a thorough study of American colonial history — Pi*of. Herbert L. 
Osgood, of Columbia Univepsity. 

Herbert Putnam, 

LihruHan of Congress, 

WORTIIINGTON ChAUNCEY FoRD, 

ChUf Division of Manuscripts, 
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The individual effort which had revealed itself at the close of the medieval 
period in other phases of the economic development and in the military history of 
the past quarter century was especially prominent in the movement in 1606 for a 
society of adventurers to trade in Virginia. The commercial advance had been 
due chiefly to private enterprise, and the naval expeditions into the West Indies 
against the Spanish had been fitted out and prosecuted by such adventurous spirits as 
Sir Francis Drake, while the zeal for exploration and for gold, which inspired John 
and Sebastian Cabot to search for a passage to Cathay and the East Indies in 1497, 
led Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh a century later to seek out the 
resources of the lands from Florida to Newfoundland. It is the same spirit of 
adventure which inspired the narratives of John Smith and Henry Spelman as 
they told of their relations with the Indians of America. But it is in the progress 
of both the commercial and the political life of England that the Virginia Company 
is important. For the plantation founded and nourished by a private concern as an 
enterprise purely for gain was the social cause from which developed the colony 
as a form of government. Its political organization is seen in its relations to the 
Crown, of which there were two distinct phases. During the first three years it 
was distinctly a creature of the King, the affairs of which were conducted by the 
King through a council created by himself and responsible to himself, while to the 
investors wei'e left the privileges of raising the funds, furnishing the supplies, and 
sending out the expeditions. It was a modification of this form of management to 
which the government reverted after the dissolution of the Company in 1624, and 
again at the end of the century when royal colonies were substituted for proprietary 
and corporate forms throughout America. In the second phase the undertakers 
l>ecame distinctly proprietary, retaining the commercial responsibilities, but assum- 
ing governmental functions in place of the King. 

A comparison between the royal grants for discovery in the sixteenth century 
and those of the Virginia Company shows that there was an increase in the 
direct territorial relations between King and subject, a limitation upon monopoly 
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12 IXTROnCCTION 

of trade, and a tendency on the part of the Crown to retain directly or indiiectly 
the powers of government. Thus, in the letters patent to Richard Warde, Thomas 
Ashehurst, and associates in 1501," to Sir Humphrey Gilbert in 1578, and to Sir 
Walter Raleigh in 1584,* the Crown conferred proprietorship of land with the 
right to grant it out in fee simple at will. But in 1606 the land was held by the 
undertakers, and again in 1609 by the adventurers and planters in free and common 
socage, as of the manor of Greenwich of the county of Kent. Under the first Vir- 
ginia charter it was granted by the King to those approved by the council; under 
the second, by the members of the company to anyone who should have adventured 
a certain sum of mone}' or his person. The fief, distinctly so called in the early 
charters, for which homage was to be rendered, with no service, however, save that 
of one-fifth of the gold and silver gained, had disappeared; and the only direct feudal 
relation with the King which remained arose from the requirement of a per cent of the 
precious metals. The monopoly of trade by which Warde, Gilbert, and Raleigh were 
allowed to seize and detain any one who trafficked within two hundred leagues of a set- 
tlement was altered in 1606 so that the planters had only the right of collecting a 
tax from such interlopers. The rights of government which had been surrendered 
absolutely to the grantees in the sixteenth century charters were reserved to the 
King by the letters patent of 1606 to be exercised through the council. In 1609 
these powers were conferred on the company' as an open body, it must l>e remem- 
bered, and thus differed from the earlier grants and from the later proprietary grants 
to Lord Baltimore or to William Penn. 

Although the charter emphasizes the government of the plantation, the Virginia 
Company was purely a commercial enterprise conducted by a private concern, even 
before the charter of 1609, as is shown by the history of its early years. It was 
backed by the patronage of the King, but only for the purpose of advancing the trade 
of the Kingdom in foreign parts and saving the Crown from expense and responsi- 
bility, as had been the i)olicy in regard to the other trading companies. Nevertheless, 
it was a step toward colonial expansion, for, as has well been said, " the explorer is 
potentially a colonizer," and the army of laborers on the plantation became in time 
an army of free tenants in a colony. '^ While in the spirit of its commercial life the 
company was closely allied to the efforts for exploration and search for gold, morally 
supported by Elizabeth in her feudal grants, in its organization, as well as in its pur- 
pose, it resembled the private companies for trade based on ancient charters, and in its 
development is to be understood only through a knowledge of both of these earlier 
movements. 

oBiddle, Cahot^ Appendix, pp. 312, 314, for this charter. 
ftHakluyt, Principal Naiiffations, VIII, 17-23, 289-296. 
<?Ongood, H. L., The American Colonies in the 17th Century, I, 83. 
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Thus in order to protect trade, but not for explomtion and settlement, the ancient 
charters gmnted to the Merchant Adventurers in 14:07 and 1462, and particularly the 
one of 1564, incorporated that company into a ''Body Politick." The words of the 
grant declared its purpose to be "for the good Government, Rule and Order of 
the * * * Fellowship of Merchants Adventurers * * *. As also of all and 
every other of the subject of our heirs * * * using the seate of Trade of the 
said Merchants Adventurers * * *."** This was also the object expressed in 
the charter to the East India Company,* although it contained an additional provi- 
sion for the acquisition of lands by purchase. Monopol}' of trade and powers of 
government over factors, masters, or others in the employ of the com|>any were 
conferred, but the exemption from customs was to continue for only four years, and 
the only settlements provided for were to have the form of factories. It had been 
established as a regulated company, that is, one in which eac^h individual invested his 
own capital subject to the rules of the company; but in 1612 by increasing the 
importance of the directors and investing sums for a limited period it became a 
joint stock company.*^ 

As a prototype of the companies later incorporated both for discovery and 
trade, such as the Virginia Company, the Muscovy or Russian Company, known as 
the "Merchant Adventurers of England for the discoveries of lands and territories 
unknown," was established in 1555 with a joint stock of £6,000. Sebastian Calx)t 
was appointed governor for life and with him was associated a l)oard of directors of 
4 consuls and 24 assistants. However, this company had also the rights of the comim- 
nies for exploration — that is, those of conquest, of acquiring lands, and of seizing the 
ships of any who should infringe on their monopoly of trade.^ In 1583 a committee 
from the Muscovy merchants drew up a set of resolutions concerning a conference 
with M. Carlile upon his " intended dlscoverie and attempt into the hithermost parts 
of America,"*^ which was not dissimilar to the plan of Sir Walter Raleigh, and hence 
foreshadowed companies of the seventeenth century. It proposed to send forth 
100 men for one year, providing £4,000 for the adventure, in order to gain a 
" knowledge of the particular estate of the country and gather what commodity 

oLingelbach, Tlie Mercliani Adventurers of England, 218-236 for extracts fn»iii the charters. The 
first two are published in Rymer, Foedera, and Hakluyt. 

& East India Comjxiny, Chnrter^ 

^Cunningham, W., the Grouih of English IndwUrif and Commerce in Modern Times (edition of 
1903), Part I, ch. VI, sih;. VII. 

''See the patent in Hakluyt, II, 304-316. For full citation ol the titles of printeil works referred 
to in the notes, see the Bibliography, p. 212, j)09i. 

<'See "Articles set down by the Committees appointed in l)ehalfe of the Comjxany of Mum^ovian 
Marchants to conferre with M. Carlile, upon his intended discoverie and attempt into the hither- 
most parts of America,*' printed in Hakluyt, VIII, 147-150. 
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may hereafter be looked for." Also, like the Virjifinia Company, it provided for a 
joint stock consisting of two groups, one of *' adventurers" and one of *' enterprisers,'' 
each to have one-half of the lands which should Ije divided among the members b^' 
the generality, but all trade was to l>clong to the adventurers and the corporation was 
to be closed after the first adventure. The scheme differed from the sixteenth century 
enterprises, which were especially intended for exploration, in that no question of 
government was considered, but it conformed to the ideas of Gilbert and Raleigh 
and of the trading companies, in that its rights over trade were to be purely 
monopolistic. 

Apparently this plan of the Muscovy' Company stands as a connecting link 
between the ideas of the explorer and those of the trader and the planter, a plan which 
may l>c said to have been carried out by the Virginia Company. It is significant that 
many of the members of the Virginia Company were men who had taken part in the 
expeditions of the late sixteenth century and had been interested in certain private 
voyages of exploration carried on during the five years preceding the receipt of its 
fii-st charter, while most of the leaders of this company were at the same time stock- 
holders and even officers in the Muscovy Company, the Company of ilerchant 
Adventurers, the East India Compan^^ and later of the Turkey, the Guinea, and 
^the African companies. 

It is unnecessary to cite the charters of other companies or to search the history 
of the trading corporations of the sixteenth century in order to show^ that the Virginia 
Company was similar in character. But, like the Muscovy Company and the East 
India Company, it was established to carry on trade in new and uninhabited lands, 
and hence had the additional features of a company whose purpose was exploration 
and plantation. The latter characteristic appears more especially in the charter, the 
former in the instructions and correspondence of the entire period of its life. The 
object of its first undertakers was doubtless to search for minerals and for a route to 
the southwest, and to secure for trade the materials which were native and peculiar 
to those regions. The plantation was a necessity for this purpose, and incidentally, 
because .of the character of the countrv, it wa^s forced to become a colonv. To estab- 
lish a settlement which should become a market for English goods, to advance the 
shipping, to spread the religion of the Kingdom were doubtless motives which 
aroused sympathy for the undertaking; but the arguments which brought investment 
were the opportunities for gain. 

The position of the Virginia Compjiny in the development of English ex])loration 
and trade was therefore important, and the study of its historj' is of value not only 
for the light which it throws on Virginia itself but for an understanding of the 
economic condition of England as well. Nor is this all. The few private records 
which remain of the Merchant Adventurers Company and those of the ^OLat India 
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Company corrospoiid so closely in form and in subject-matter to the court book of 
the Virginia Company that the* similarity in form of orj^jmization and methods of 
conducting business is est4iblish(»d. The fjict that the i)rivate records, the books 
from which the knowled<jf<» of the actual linancial transactions could be obtnined. 
are missing in most cases, may prove that their loss in the case of the early Virginia 
ComiMiny is not due to intentional destruction, but to the genenil opinion of the 
period that such material was valueless. 

The only otlu'r enterprise of which there is suflicient mat(U'ial for anything like an 
exhaustive study is the Kast India Company, and hence its riH'ords combine with 
those of the Virginia Company to supply a source of information concerning all of 
these com])anies. Tlie conclusion s(»ems valid, therefore, that the great mass of min-^ 
utes, orders, instructions, letters, and memoninda of the company for Virginia will 
aid in the interpretation of the comparatively few records of the c^arlier associations. 
The records of this company are necessary to enable one to comprehend the life 
of the other compaiues, as is its history to the understanding of their development. 

It was during the life of the company that the plantation gradually assumed the 
aspects of a colony, that the settlement which was originally i)lamied for exploration 
and the discovery of gold became a center for the development of the natunil and 
agricultural resources of the surrounding country. The origin within the colony- 
of the assembly, of local government, of private ownership of land, and of freedom 
of trade is to be found In^fore the dissolution of the company by the Crown. There- 
fore the records of the company, as well as those of the colony, form the material 
through which the histor\' of the beginnings of English colonies, viewed from the 
standpoint of the colonist, is to be gained. 

Their value for the comprehension of the development of political institutions 
in England is not so patent. The growing correspondence l)etween the Crown and 
the company' and the interference in the acts of the company stand as evidence of 
the gradual increase of the interest of the Crown or its council in the undertaking../ 
This interest was most apparent when the tobaccv» trade promised a revenue to the 
Crow n, but the encouragement of the growth of other staple products, the spasmodic 
revival of acts touching English shipping and the balance of trade, and the main- 
tenance of staple ports in England are all new activities appearing in the records of 
the company. Throughout, also, is apparent the re^idiness to allow^ the already 
uncertain economic policy to be altered or mUlilied by the political relations with 
Spain, or because of moral or whimsical views. 

Tlu» gradual definition of policy on the part of the Stuarts, perhaps iirst apparent 

under Charles I, is closely connected with the leaders of the Virginia Company. The 

opinions (Expressed in the courts of the company by the adherents both of the Puritan 

party and of the party of the Crown, the corresixjndence between the Privy Council 

26105—05 2 
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and the coiiipaiiy, the letters and memoranda coneernin*^ the company and its policy, 
and the story of the formation of the Sand\*s and the \Varwick factions, resulting in 
the dissolution of the company, furnish evidence of the gradual development of the 
des|)otic attitude of the Stuarts, especial! \' in their reach for reveiuie and in their 
repression of the principles of freedom. The apiK)intment of the commissions to 
investigate the affairs of the company and the condition of the colony, the creation 
of a commission for the control of the colonv after the ov<»rthrow of the chart(M\ the 

ft 

later appointment (*{ a connnittec of the Privy ('ouncil for the >iiiuv ]>ur|H)>c are all 
steps in the growth of a colonial system and <»f a colonial |M)licy. Although the 
maturitv (»f this sv>tem and policv is not reached until aftt*r the Commonwealth, the 
influence of the associates of »fame.s I and of Charles J is apparent. 

Every pha>e of colonial development, from the mixed system which exist<'d 
under the patent of 1»)U<*» to tin* chartered proprietary company after H)(»t» and the 
royal province after 1024, is here illustrated. The transition from the chartered 
to the Koyal (lovernment in 1«)24, the prelude to '*the most imiK)rtant transition in 
American history previous to the colonial revolt," is only to be understood from 
these records, since the tendency to self-government in the colony is one of the 
pretended reasons for the overthrow of the com|)any. All the steps of the change 
are to l>e traced in the royal coirespondence, in the memoranda of the royal party, 
and in the record of the suit under the writ of fjffo intrnint(t. The sigm'ficance of 
such material is best understood from the fact that '"the constitutional law and 
practice of the old colonial system has not yet l>een attempted to Ik* known," and 
as yet no l)ook has been written concerning the fomis or functions of the British 
Government as employed in colonial administration. 




The Okoamzation of the Compaxv as in 1606 

In the 3'ear preceding the ^niiit of a charter to the Virginia Coinpanyiihere had 
been movements alon^ two lines for establishing plantations in Virginia, one I)}' 
private investment and the other by royal patronage. Examples of the private 
interests are the enterprise of the Earl of Southampton in 1()05 and that of Lord 
Zouch as set forth in his contract'' with Captain George Waymouth of October 30, 
1605. In this Lord Zouch agreed to secure and provide two ships and 200 men of 
'"arts suitable for a colony,'' and to pa}' i'lOO to Captain Waymouth for the trans- 
l>ortation of the same. The interesting feature is the agreement, suggestive of 
feudal relations, that Lord Zouch should be the first officer and have the tirst choice , 
of land, while Captain Waymouth as second officer should have second choice of • 
land, which he was to hold from the former as lord paramount for himself, his 
heirs and assigns. At the same tinu^ Sir John Popham was busih' engaged in the 
attempt to form roval colonies by obtaining charters from the Crown, whereby the 
territory from 34 to 45' north latitude should be tjiken under the protection of 
the King, and private settlements should thus l)e excluded. 

The plan which obtained followed neither course, though it was bound to result 
in a moditication of Popham's scheme. The motives of the grantees and the 
arguments which induced the King in 1606 to abandon th(» policy of pjlizabeth and to 
give royal patronage to the undertaking, and even to assume royal control, are set 
forth in a petition presented to Parliament in 1606, entitled ''Reusons for raising a 
publique stocke to l)e imploicd in the discovering of such countries as may be found 
most convenient * * * .'''^ It is evident, however, that the unknown plan of 
investment in the adventure of 1606 is not here sugg(^st<?d, since there was no intima- 
tion of financial support l)y the King. The stock was apparently to be raised by a 
tax '' Upon the emoderate gainesof those that contrary to la we abuse the poore," and 
was not in any way to be '' raised upon the sweat of the poore or the industrie of the 

"PrinUHl ill full in Brown, <hiie»i)* of tJw. VmU:d States, 1, 33-a5. 
^Printed in full, Brown, GenesiSj I, 36-42. 
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luisbdiulinen, Artiticcr, or tradismaii," Imt in such a wav that nothiriir should 'M)o 
demanded from anie n)an without piesente assurance of ^aiue and hope of future protit 
* * * but in such sorte that the payer shall for evcM-y ij'* paied j^aine iiij**.*' To the 
Kingdom and to the Crown wen* to redound the greatest gain. Ten thousand pounds 
a year were to he added to His Majesty's receipts by an increase of many thousjind 
pounds in the imposts and customs; and furthermore it '* would savior too nuich of 
affectacon of a popidar State to levi(^ ujonies without imparting some convenient 
portion to his Maj(»stie/' Hut the value to shi|)ping was emphasiziMl perhaps more 
vigorously as dev(»loping a defence to the island, as furnishing a source for the 
necessities for ships cordage, i>itch, tar, and resin - and Jis protecting the shipping 
from decav. The desiraliilit v of a revival of the declining exi)ort trade, hs well as that 
of establishing the importation of nec(»ssities from a part of the dominions, though 
distant, was urged, together with the importance of strengthening by settlement 
those countries already accpiiied by discovery. That such und(»rtakings by private 
enterprise had Ix'cn failures; that it was more honorable for the Stiite to back an 
exploitation i)v public consent than by private monopoly; that public colonies were 
bound to \ye moie obedient and industrious because of the greater confidence in the 
character of the control, were all reasons which had long before been set forth 
whcrebv to gain the supi)ort of the Crown. 

CHARTER OF 1<>06. 

The royal aid as tinally obtained for a colonial enterprise came in a somewhat 
different form. The letters patent to Sir Thomas Gates and others for plantations 
to be made in Virginia^ show that the investment was made solelv bv individuals, 
and that the joint stock was not public, although in the regulation of affairs in 
the colony the i)odv of undertakers was to have little influence, even as far as its 
connnerciivj interests in the plantjition wen* concerned. Th(^ business managt»ment 
was left to the joint stock companies, and the magazine was contiolled l)v a treasurer 
or cape merchant and by two clerks elected i)y the President and Council in the 
Colony. In fact, the only activity of the adventun^rs, so far as it is revealed in 
the extant documents, consisted in the choice^ in London of one or mon* groups of 
agents, called '' companies,'' to manage the goods sent out and received and to 
look after th(» profits.'' The undertiikers were to have all lands with their resouices 

« For a reprint of the letters patent, pee Brown, (rencsia, I, 52-62, or Poore'n Omditutiom. 

^ Articles^ Inxtructions and Ordo's for the (jmcrimunt of the CohmieHy November 20, 160<). Rfprinted 
in Brown, r/njex?.'*, 1, 64-75, from a manuscript record lK>ok in the register's otRce of Virginia. There 
is a manuscript copy in the Library of Congress, in tlie Virfjiniu yfisceiI(tiwoiif< Records, 1006-169Jj 
pp. 25-33. 
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which lay within 50 miles of the plantation in an}- direction, together with the 
islands within 100 miles of the coast, and were privileged to inhabit and fortify 
the same according as the council for Virginia should direct. The right freely to 
transpoi*t subjects was granted the investors, while they were permitted customs 
free for seven years to export armor, provisions, and all necessities of life for the 
colonists. They could imiwse upon any subjects of the (,'rown, who were not 
jidventurers. trafficking in those regions, a tax of 24 [)cr cent of the articles 
concerned, and upon foreigners twice that amount, and thus mainbiin a control of 
the trade for twentv-one vears. 

But the government of the colonies and of the territory of Virginia was 
reserved to the Crown through the council of thirteen for Virginia, which was to l>e 
appointed by the King and to reside in England. Instructions" were issued and 
signed by the royal hand, which outlined the form of administering affairs in the 
settlement and created a council of thirteen in th(^ colony. They conferred upon it 
the right to coin money and to pass ordinances which should be valid till altered by 
the Crown, provided that they should be consonant with the laws of England. This 
council in Virginia was to choose its own president for one year. It could remove 
him or any member for just cause and till the vacancies. All civil causes and all 
lesser criminal cases were to be decided by the president and council, the fonner 
having two votes in case of a tie. Cases of manslaughter and the more heinous 
crimes were to be tried Ijefore a jury and were punishable with death. To the 
president and council was reserved the right of pardon. 

The council in England nominated to the Crown the persons to whom lands 
were to be granted by the King. It had, in fact, the supervision of affairs, 
appointed the first council in Virginia, issued orders for the conduct of the first 
exp<»dition under CaptJiin Newport,'' and provided a papor of advice' as to the 
establishment of a fort and of a town. 

It is in this latter document that the first indication of the real motive of 
the undertaking is found. The orders laid down were to '"make choice*' of 
tne river "which bendeth most toward the North- West, for that wav vou shall 
soonest find the other sea," whih> the choice of a healthy locration, wise inter- 
course with the natives, and the fortification and preparation of a single settle- 
ment were emphasized. The chief objects, however, were to plant in a place 

^' Printed in full, Brown, (Henci^is^ I, 64-75. 

^See Certain OrdergainI Dirffilonny Decenibor 10, 16()6. Manuwript in the Library of Conj^renH, 
Virginia MinreUaneouH Nernnfy^ ItiOfl-WflJ, pp. 19-ii3. Keprinte<l in Brown, (iniexin, I, 7r>-79. 

<^See Instrnctionx 6// initf of Advice, I)e(en»l)er, U>06. ManuHcript in the Library of Conjfrep.'^, Vir- 
ginia MisceUaneous Renrrdu, Ui(H'i-lfl9*^ pp. 14-17. Keprinte<l in Brown, d'enexiny I, 7i>-S5. 
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which .should be fitted " to receive the trade of all the countries al)out," to dis- 
cover minerals, and to find the passage to the western sea. 

The loss of the records, both of the council and of the '* companies" for trade, 
covering this period, leaves, as the only source of information, both for affairs in 
England and in Virginia, the narmtives of the early settlers. Of these the most 
important are the reports of Captain Newport, and the relations of tFohn Smith, of 
Edward Maria Wingtield, and of (leorge Percy." The council had dispatched three 
expeditions, all under Captain Newport; one in December, 160t), in three ships 
with 120 emigrants; another in October, 1^07, with two vessels and about the same 
number of passengers; and a third in August of 1^)08 with about 70 emigrants. 

The reports of Newport, Percy, Wingfield, and Smith encouraged the managers 
of the enterprise to continue their efforts, but proved that a change in object as well 
as in policy would be necessary. From Newpoi't came descriptions of the fruitful- 
ness of the soil, of the quantities of fish and of timber, and of clay for making brick, 
and enumerations of the possible exporti>, comprising sturgeon, clapboai'd, wainscot, 
saxafrage, tobacco, dyes, furs, pitch, resin, turp<mtine, oils, wines, wood and soap 
ashes, iron, copper, pearls; but the reports as to the mines were vague. He 
declared that the country was rich in gold and copper, and took home with him earth 
to be assayed, while Smith, in A Trur Relation^ staters that he had been left to dig a 
rock which Captain Newport thought was a mine, but no mention of results is made. 

The full description of the country by Newport and also by Captain John Smith 
gave the council a clear idea of its geography, as is indicated })v the instructions to 
Sir Thomas Gates in 1009. But the expedition, which penetrated to a distan(»e of 100 
miles up the river, brought the explorers to hostile tribes and left the comicil still 
uncertain, though hopeful of the discovery of a passage to the south sea. Further- 
more, Captain Newport positively stated that there could be no commerce with the 
Indians, and all evidence shows that the natives were to be a resource for the neces- 
sities of life rather than for the exchange of lucmtive o})jects of tmde. Hence it is 
that the broadside which was issued by the company in 1609,'' as an incident of its 

"See John Smith, A TVne Jidatiov, 1608, reprinted in AHxt, ]yorh of John »Vmi7/i, 1884; r>iMitnri(e 
of Virffiiila, by Iv<lward Maria Wingtield, printed in thv Arrhucohtjin Ameriravn^ IV, 77-103; OftHerm- 
tions (jnthered out of n Diftcoursf of the Pkwtntion * iu Vinjima * J60ti, l)y (ieorgo Percy, printtxi in 
Brown, (tenesh^ I, 152-108; an<l tlie following dofunients i)rol)al)ly written l>y Cai>tain Arclier: 
.1 Relatj/tm of the Discovery of Our Rhrr^ fro)a Jauws Forte int(t the inniur: * * /;// Copt. Chrintopher 
Xeu'porty 1607, printed in Archorolofpn Amrrictnuiy IV, 40-58; The DextTijttion of the noir-diacort^retl river 
uiul eauntrii of Vlrgitiioj printe<l in the Arehoeologut Auierirotifiy IV, 5tM)2; .1 Brief DeMrrijdi on of the 
People, printed in Archaeologia Auierieaua, IV, ()3-(>5. 

'* Xora Britaunia, printe<l February 18, 160^). This document is reprinte<l in Force's Tracts, I, 
No. 6. 
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attempt to secure capital for the uiulcrtakinj^ in its now form, emphasized the rich- 
ness of the soil and the resources of the country — which in later years would yield 
abundant return — the vahie of the settlement as a market for Knglish cloths, and the 
adyanta^e to shipping and shipbuilding which would come from colonization. 

But the effort to develop the resources of the country and to found a settlement 
for such purposes nither than for explomtion recpiired larger inyestment^ and more 
men. Then, too, the regulation of the affaiis of the colony without any control 
from the council in England meant continued jealousies and quarrels among such a 
small numlM»r of cohmists and under such unsettled conditions. According to 
Wingfield the provisions for defense seem to have l)een insufficient, the magazine 
was mismanaged, and the reflations with the Indians were strained. To John Smith 
must l)e attributed the wisdom of fon»seeing the necessity of strong sup|)ort from 
England and of the estal)lishment of permanent colonial settlements and the develop- 
ment of the country for self-supix>rt." 

TlIK CUANCiK IN CllAKArXKK FROM lt>0() TO !♦)(«♦ 

The fact that the source of authority l)efore 1()()9 was in the Crown is 
nowhere so clearly evidenced as in the records themselves. The fundamental 
do(»uments emanated from the King and his Council or from the council for 
Virginia representing the royal authority, all instructions to officei*s bore the 
sign manual and all letters and reports from Captain Newport, from Mward- 
Maria Wingfield, and from his associates were addresse<l to the council for Virginia. 
Furthermore, the president and council api^ared in th(» nanu» of the Crown as the 
plaintiffs in a suit by which an attempt was made to enforce the contract with th(» 
master of the '*Guift of (lod'" for supplying provisions to the passengers in a 
voyage to North Virginia.'' The direct relations of the planters to the Crown are 
similarly emphasized by two heretofore* unpu))lished documents, which are in the 
Library of Congress, consisting of the oaths administered to the colonists and 
to the secretary of the colony.' 

The connnercial stiitusof the undertaking is more difficult to determine than the 
IK)litical. That the compm}' was organized for the pur{>ose of exploration and trade 
has been proved, l)ut whether the control of tmde was vested in the council or in 
companies or groups of undertiikers is uncertain. Tlie exact relation of the coimcil 
to the plantation and of the Crown to the enterprise nmst have l)een stated in the 

<^ For a hintory of the organization of t\w ('onipany ami of tlie fonndinjr of th<» colony, s<h* 08goo<l, 
I, Chs. i-iv. 

^Bibliographical Li^it of the Ret'onls of the Virjijinia (^^mipany, jntst, p. 121, No. 7. 
<^LiHt of Records, p. 121, Nos. 5, (>. 
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court hook, in wliicli wore kej)! tho records of the acts of the council and 
perhaps of the companies for the administration of trade. This l>ook, covering 
the period from the 28th of January', !()()(), to the 14th of February, 1616, was in 
the possession of the company as late as 1623, but unfortunately no trace of the 
book has yet been discovered and even its existence has heretofore been unknown/' 

Whatever may hav(^ been the source of control, the narrations of Captain 
Percy, F^dward-Maria Wingtield, and Captain Newpoil indicate that the business of 
the company consisted chiefly in raising funds and equipping exiieditions to be sent 
to Virginia under Captain Newport. This faihire of the investment to bring in 
returns of gold and silv(»r and of articles for trade, or to accomplish anything in 
the wa\' of discovery of trade I'outes to the East Indies during the first three years, 
served to convince both King and undertakers that a change in method of control 
was essential. The document known as ''Reasons against publishing the Kings 
title to Virginia. A justification for planting Virginia"'' seems to show an agitation 
among the investoi's arising from feai* lest the desire to placates Spain, or religious 
considemtions, njight lead the Crown to abandon the scheme. The arguments there 
adduced may well explain the readiness of the King to surrender not only the com- 
mercial and territorial control but also full rights of government to the corporate 
body of thje Virginia company, and thus to avoid any rupture with Spain. Certain 
it is that the desire for more direct authority and for securing larger investments 
were the motives of the petitioners in asking for a new charter. 

As a result of this movement the lett(»rs patent of ItJOi) were issued, transform- 
ing the undertakers into a body politic. In this case also the documents are 
especially characteristic of the organization. Whereas the Crown was formerly the 
source of all power, beginning with 1600 the council of the company, acting as a 
standing committ<^e for the adventurers nither than in the name of the King, 
exercised the controlling authority. After the charter of 1612 had provided for 
more frequent meetings of the generality, the council was gradually supei'seded by 
special committees and the tendency arose to decide all matters of importance in 
the general (piarter courts and to insist upon all conuuunications being addnvssed 
to the company rather than to the council. The act of incorporation erected a 
commercial company and made it th(» ovtM-lord of a proprietary province. It at 
once strengthened its plantiition as a center for traffic and estal)lished a system for 
joint management of land and trade to extend over a period of seven years, prom- 

^'Wlien the Privy C'ouncil (lemaiKkHl tlie records of tlu' conijmny, a recfipt iH'arinp the date Aj)ril 
21, 1623, was given to tlie wcretary of tluM*()iuj)any for the "several ecuirt Imokn." This d<K*uineiit 
wafl diwovered by the Kditor ainonj? the Ferrar jjaiHM-s, Maj^dalene (.V)llej:e, Cambridge, in Decenil>er, 
1903. Set; List of Records, j). 171, No. 470. 

''Tliis doi'unient was re<'ently fourul by the Editor in the Bodleian Library. ////W., p. 121, No. 1. 
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isinjr dividoiuls to the udviMitunM* and su|)iK)rt to the phmtor. Tho records of the 
corporation re\ealas ch'arly as do its broadsides and jxunphlets that it was a business 
venture. These records may ))e grouped into seven chisses/' 

The Classes of K?:roia)s 

I. The fundamental d(H'uments of the company were those l)v virtue of whieli 
it had its legal formation, and (onsisted of the hitters pat<Mit, charters, and orders 
in council issue<l by the King and Privy Council. 

II. The activity Qf the adventun»rs wa*< recordtul in the court books, which com- 
prised the minutes of th(» transju'tions of the <'ompany. In those lM)oks were kept 
the discussions and decisions with regard to the plantation, the gninting of land, 
and all financial j^olicies and plans for developing th<' (Miterprise and increasing the 
income. 

III. In carrying on its business the c<mipany gave commissions to the governors 
of the colony, issued regulations for tin* settlers, and, from time to time, sent 
instructions to the governor and council of the coloin*. It also granted lands and 
patent^, entered into contracts, issued receipts, made pleas in court, and kept 
statements of accounts. 

IV. From the colony itself came reports, declamtions, letters, and complaints. 
They were an essential part of the recoitls of the comi^any and often detenu ined its 
(bourse of action. 

V. To the public, for the puii)ose of inspiring contidence, securing adventurers, 
and maintaining the interest and supi>ort of its members, as well as of defending 
itself against tin* ac<*usations of its enemies, the comimny issu(»d advertisements, 
broadsides of its shipping investments, declarations, pamphlets, and sermons. 

VI. A large j>art of the information which came to the company was derived 
from private correspondence between meml)ers of the company and individual plant- 
ers. Furthermore, there was a gradual tendency to jK»rmit individuals or groups of 
individuals of the cxMupany to form slock ccmipanies for tmde or plantation, and 
records of these tnuisjictions formed a valuable suj)plemeiit to those of the company 
itself. 

VII. To the student of history another group of supphnnentary mat«»rial is of 
great value. It comes from the records of contemponiry companies, corporations, 
and towns, as well as from the correspondence of officers of stiite or of other persons 
who were not directly concerned in the transactions of the Virginia Company. 

« For the drM'UinentH in tht*He varicms classeH, see the elasHilicatioiiH by Honmn inuiierals at tlie 
left of each entry iukUt the *' Lint of Reconls," /xW, pp. I21-20.">. 
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All of thesic records of the compiiny foi* the period previous to 1()16, so far as 
they were known to him, were collected and reprinted in full or cited, if already 
available in America, by Alexander Brown, in the year 1890.^ 

1. — FUNDAMENTAL I>OrUMENT8 

As far as appears from the evidence of the exttmt documents, when by the 
charters of 1009 and 1012, James I surrendered to the company' full rijrhts of trade, as 
well as territorial and ^governmental rights in Virginia he apparently lost all interest 
and part in the undertaking, and it was only when the plantation had developed into 
the colony, and when at the expimtion of the privileges of free importation in 1019, 
the business of the corporation had l)ecome so gocxl as to offer a prosj)ect of revenue 
that the King in his council began to interfere in the affairs of the company/ In 
1013, under the administmtion of Sir Tho'uas Smythe, the adventurers were com- 
pelled to apical to the Crown because of the complications with France which arose 
from the expedition of Sir Samu<»l Argall along the northern coasts of America,^ 
while a similar relation was brought about by the controversy with Spain with regard 
to the attack on Spanish vessels by the ship Treai^urrr in 1019/' In both instances 
the protection desired was granted. When the tinancial stringency forced the adven- 
turers to great efforts in 1014, and they appealed unsuccessfully to Parliament for 
aid, the Privy Council attempted to arouse confidence in the undertaking throughout 
the country. It passed orders urging the city companies of London to invest sums 
in the Virginia lottery, and in the following year it addressed similar orders to the 
'* Several Cityes and Townes of the Kingdome," ' with special letters to the lieu- 
tenants of (yountv Surr(»v.' 

But the aid thus secured was not such as to draw upon the resources of the Crown, 
and the attempt of members of the company to gain a monopoly of the tobacco trade 
in 1010 met with the same opposition as had similar efforts on the part of the 
merchant adventurers in previous 3'eai*s. On the other hand the company was com- 

«For the documents of the period from l(KK)-lt>09 not inentioiuHl by Mr. Brown in his (reneavf of 
the rnited StnteSy most of whicli liave rwently been dii-covenHi, eee List of the Kei^ords of tlie Virginia 
C<^inpany, poviy pp. 121-125, Nos. 1-38. 

''In March, 10H>, Abraham and John Jacobs received a grant for the collection of customs or 
imports on tolmcco. This became an imi)<)rtant feature of tlie business of the comi>any in its later 
procedure. See List of Records, pp. 127, 129, Nos. 53, 73. 

^ Brown, aeneaia, II, (540-644. 

<i List of Records, p. 132, No. 102. 

'^ Brown, Genesh, II, <>7(5, 679, 6S5, 7.*^, 760. 

/List of Records, p. 126, No. 49. 
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pellod ai^ainst its will to suhinit to tlie treatment of its plantjition as a i>eiml colony 
by James I in his spasmodic- efforts to develop a policy which should save England 
from an overpopulation of vagabonds." 

With the exception of these unimporUmt relations with the Crown, the company 
seems to have conducted its business independently of royal aid or interference dur- 
ing the first decade of its existence as a corporate body. 

II. — THE COURT BOOK 

It is therefore in the court book of the company' and in its instructions, corre- 
spondence, and other records suggested under the preceding classitications JI and III, 
that its activity and methcKls nuist ])e found. That court l)ooks were kept under 
the administration of Sir Thomas Smythe is known from the receipt in the Fermr 
papers, already referred to. The first l)ook extendi»d from Januar}^ 2S, 1606, to 
Februar}' 14, 1615, and with it were '"other perticuler writings belonging to the 
compan}'." The second included the period between January- 81, 1615, and July 28, 
1619. What these books contained cjin only be surmised from the scope of the two 
later volumes, dated April 28, 1619, to May 22, 1622, and May 20, 1622, to April 
2, 1623, the contemporary copies of which are now extant and in the Librar}- of 
Congress, at Washington.'' The contents of the "other perticuler writings," none 
of which are now known to ]>e extant, are suggested by a memonindum of Sir 
Nathaniel Rich in a document among the Manchester papers. In attempting to 
prove the good done during Sir Thomas Snwthe's administmtion Rich cites certain 
records as authority. The first one mentioned was a **bookeof perticulers'' con- 
taining the ''Public workes: done in S"" T. Smithes tyme'\ and showing "the 
plenty of Amies &c left in S** Th. Smithes tyme''; the second was a "'pticular 
already deliuered to the Com™.'" in which appeared the ''Staple Coffiodityes raysed 
in S' T. Smithes tyme'*; while the third formed a "colleCof th(» publicjj workes 
made l)y S"" Sa. Argjill w''^ he [comenset]" and was entitled "The pticulars of 
the Boates". Rich mentions two documents contiiined in this volume. lie states 

« There is a j-eries of 14 orders of the Privy Council for the transiwrtation of prisoners to Virginia 
in the years 1617 and 1618 not hitherto noted. List of Reconis, pp. 121-131, Nos. 4, 41, 65, 90. The 
transportation tlins effected is mentioned l)y Miss K. M. Leonani, The Fjirly IliMory of the KncfHi<h 
Poor Relief pi». 229-230, n. 

^This receipt covertnl these four vohunes, "the other jHTticuler writinjijH l)elon^ing U> tlie 
4*<>inpany," and two volumes of X\\v. court lM)ok of the Somers Islands Comiwiny, December 3, 1613, to 
January 24, 1(>20, and February 7, 1620, to February 19, 1()22. IU>\vever, the second volume of the 
court iMjok, which is now in the Library of Congress — the fourth volume liert^ menlione<l — was 
continue<l until June 19, 1624, afti^r the return of the rcK'ords to the company. 
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that pagos ^Ml, 12, 13, 14, 15, «!icc./' <-()iitain the '"I^aguo of the Natiues,'' and 
that on pages 51 to 5i> was *'Sir T. Dales tre/' In his notes for discussion Rich also 
refers to "The Courte Bookes," and further declares that **Wrott remembers 4 
warmnts'' l>v which lotteries were erected under the hands of the "'Counsel! of 
Virginia'*. In connection with the lottery he cites "'th' Accompts" of (irabnell and 
declares that "He kept Tables''/' Thus the discovery l)}^ he Pxlitor of these two 
documents in these two similar collections })elonging to the hostile factions has proved 
that the company po.vsessini reconl books; but a knowledge of their contents nuist Ik* 
gained from other sources. 

To supply the loss of tlu'sc documents of the company, both during tlie control 
of the eouncil and after that control had passed into the hands of the company' by 
virtue of the charter of 1012, th<Mf» is a considerable mitss of material, which affords 
a fair outline of the transactions of th(» comi)anv and the life of the colonv. But 
much of this information is lacking in the complet^Miess and authenticity which 
would have been supplied by the court book and tlic other recoitls. The greatest 
loss is perhaps that of definite knowledge concerning the iinancial status of the 
company. The sums adventured by individuals and corix) nit ions is preserved in 
two alphabetical lists; but, so far as is known, only one of these lists is official, and 
that includes the names of the particular adventure about the year 1610.'' The other 
is an unpublished list apparently both incomplete and unofficial, and was probably 
made somewhat later than lOlS at the order of the court,'' although the date 1618 
has been assigned to it in the Manchester pa|x*rs, where it is to be found.'' From 
the records of the various London companies and from records of ELnglish towns, 
as also from adventures sealed to individuals by the Virginia Company, comes the 
most auth<»ntic information con<erning the large smns invested during this deaide. 
In a similar wav th<» knowledg<», otherwise to })e found in the court book and ''The 
pticulers of the Boates," eonce ruing the ships dispatched and the sums <»xpended for 
the ecjuipment of planters, individuals, and comjmnies, is scattering and indefinite. 
The broadsides issued are calls for adv(»nturers, planters, and colonists, with the 
re(iuirements or statements conccM'ning the lottery s<'hemes; ])ut they do not furnish 
the wide information which is found in those of the later jK^riod. So far as revenue 
is concerned, there was probal)ly little (except that which <am<» from new adventurers 

''This paper is evi<loiuly a sfiit'?! of ronjrh notes of heads ami references to jirove charges of 
niiHinanagenient hy the Saiulys factitm. It is in the handwritinjr <>f Sir X. Rieh. List of Reeords, 
p. 107, No. 4:W. 

''Brown, GeiWitiitj J, 465-4<W>. 

'■ For an art providing lor sneli a eonij>ilation see the rtvord of the **ourt, iHr. 15, 1()19. 

<njst of Records, p. 127, No. oS. 
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and the lotteries, but wo have uo way of knowing oven that resource, while our 
knowledge of the iiuoine from tobaeco and commodities brought from Virginia Is 
derived from three or four scattering recei])ts only, found mostly among the papers 
of the Earl of De Im Warr and of Lord Sackville/' 

F^ven our knowledge as to the economic condition of the colony is most 
indefinite and comes only from printel^ pamphlets issued by the comi)any. Judging 
from the sources of information in tJM' later pcrifxl. this unc<'rtainty is due to the 
di.sap|K*a ranee of the letti»r> themselves, siu'c. after l«»lt*, the published relations of 
individual planters, the declaration.^ by the <M)mpan\ . and even the records of the 
court lK)oks are all more j^eneral in <haiacter than the letter?^ which were >ent from 
the colony to the <-ompany. Kurtherm<»re, in the later jMM'iod the <laily acts of the 
coh)nists and their iumhIs, a> reporti'd fn^m time to time by returning ships, affoixled 
the adventurers a body of information concerning tiie social condition of the colony 
which in form and accumcy left little to i)e desired. After Xhv time of (aptain John 
Smith not nuich was accunitclv known of tin* colon v until the vear 1<J17, when 
Captain John Kolfe and Ralph Ilamor supplied statistics us to the miml)ers, c(mdi- 
tion, si^ttlements, and resources of tin* colonv as it then was. 

The individual enterprises of this decade in the life of the <'ompany are 
altogether unknown, except from a few contract'^ for shipping found here and 
there. Such movements nuist at least have Immmi noted in the court book. Of the 
first ^Mumdreil," established in 1()1S. nothing is n^corded exc(»pt the single re]>ort, 
heretofore unknown,'' of a meeting of th<' committee for Smvthes Hundred. But 
the greatest loss which we suffcM* through tin* disappeanince of the court }K)ok is 
that of material whi<h should throw light on the ain)s, motives, and unsuccessful / 
efforts of the company and on the struggles and ditHculties through which it passed. ! 
For example, th<M*e is a single reference to an attempt t(» found a college, but no infor- 
mation whatever on the subj<*ct. The factions which developed and which resulted 
finally in the dissolution of the company evidently existed in this period, for a letter 
from Chamberlain to Carleton, dated May tS. 10 ID,' in which he speaks of the failure 
to reelect Sir Thomas Smythe as treasurer of the Virginia Com|>any as having 
})een *•* somewhat bett(»red at a lat(»r meeting of the Summers Island Compan\' by his 
<'hoice as treasurer of that comi)any,'* proves that the change was due to factional 
ditlerences, although the extant court books open with the refusal of Sir Thomas 
Smythe to continue as treasurer. Similarly, the choice of oilicers for the com pan}', 
the vot(\s reciMved by each candidate, the api>ointments to i)ositions in tin* colony, 

''Lint of Re^()^l^*, Nos. o?», (>0. AIy<> Brown, (iencxis^ II, 772. 

^' llt'nl.. No. 7t>. Tliis is aiuoiij: the Forrar pai^Ts of Mag<laIeiuM'<>lU*ire, Cainhridp'. 

<- Ihid., No. ins. 
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the petitioiKs to the company and its action thereui)on, and niuDcrous other ac^ts, 
revealing the rehitions an<l attitude of the individual memhers, are all unknown/' 

111. IHK'UMKNTS I.SSUKl) l\\ TIIK ('<)M1»ANY 

Of the official documents issued by the company during the decade from ItJOi* to 
1019 the most important have b«M»n unknown up to this time. They include the 
first instructions ever given to a governor of a colony by an Knglish adnnnistrative 
bodv, and th(» re(!ords of the lirst suits entered }>v the companv in chancerv for the 
purpose of enforcing the })ayments of sums adventured in the company and of 
securing a part of the income from the lottery, which the company claimed had })een 
withheld by the agent, William Leveson.'' 

The knowledge which the administrators of the affairs of the company had 
gained from the early s(»ttlers. and their grasp of the necessities for explomtion, foi* 
tirade, and for the conduct of affairs in the jWantation, has hitherto been a matter of 
surmise based on the relations of the ])lanters. From the '' Instruccons, orders, 
and constitucons to Sir Thomas (irates/' "" in May, ir)(K>, and a similar document 
given to ''Sir Thos. West Knight LorLawarr'*'' in U'M^ or IGlO comes a revelation 
of the motives of the adventurers, as well as of the policy adopted and of the 
methods outlined for the prose<'uti(m of their efforts. These instructions to (Jates 
and De La Warr afforded the authority for the tennination of the previous gov(»rn- 
ment in Virginia, the stated ideas of the company as to locations for settlements, 
forts, and magazines, and concerning journeys inland. It also included an interesting 
reference to Raleigh's colonists. The geneml })olicy in administering the affairs of 
the colonists and the detail(»d orders jis to the relations with the Indians, as far as 
they concern guards, trade, and treaties, and the daily life of the inhabitants, indicate 
a detiniteness in the control of the company which formerly was not miderstood. 
In such a revelation of the knowledge of the count rv and of the natives there is a 

^'Scatterinjr infonnation of such a rhanu'ter cunceriiin^ tliis jhtIjuI apiK'ars in the diK-nssions 
aiui (luarrels reconltMl in the later court hooks. 

frList of Records, pp. 12:^1 24. Nos. 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 2V», 31. 

There are three cases reconle<l in the chancery j)r(M!ee<linjrs in which the coiujiany attempted to 
enforce the payment of a<lventun»d sums. Tlie hill of complaint is identical in each cas<% with the 
exception of the names of the defendant ajid tlie sums they underwrote. The hill, dated .^pril 28, 
1613, against Sir Henry Nevile, Sir Henry Carye, and eighteen t>tliers is j>rinte(l in IJrown's d't'nrsiH of 
the United States, II, pp. 623-631, from a copy found among tlie Smyth of Nihley pai)ers. II differs 
plightly in orthograpliy only from the original record. The five reconled answers supply even more 
valuable information than the bills of complaints. 

'•This manuscript is in the HiKlleian Library, Oxford, Aahinnlenn MnTiHi<(riptf<, 1147, folios l75-nw)«. 
It was discovere<l by the E<litor in Octolu^r, UK)3. See also List of Records, j>. 122, No. 10. 

't Axhmokan Manumriptat, 1147. folios 191-205". Sw also List of Records, p. 122, No. 11. 
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ba^is for belief that tlie atlairs of tlie conipaiiN' were inanajj^ed and Its records were 
kept in a systematic and businesslike way.'' 

The company had })econie convinced that the policy of John Smith was a wise 
one, and hence it ordered that a luimbei* of plantations should be settled and that 
etiorts should l)e iunnediatelv directed to buildint^ healthful and sutttcient houses and 
to planting widely enough for the self-sup|M)rt of the conununity. Here was the 
irerm whi<'h wa> to dev(*l()i) into the colonv. but tiu* i)lan was as vet bv no means 
so far- reach iniT. A ronnnon store, a ronunon mami/inc, common refectories, lalx)r 
b}' groups with a su|>erintendent for ea<*h five or six persons, the prohibition of 
trade with the Indians except thi'ou*;h the triirk merchant were (^conomie methods 
which looked (o tin* j^iin <d' th<' adventurer in I/ondon nither than to the d(»velop- 
ment of a colonial s(»ttlemen(. When the settlers had i)ecome self -support in<if and 
capable of defense, then nu^asures were to be taken to ])r()vide returns, so *"that our 
fleetes come not home empty." I)i>coverv of the seas and of royal mines, exchange 
of comn)oditi(v*<, the exaction of tribute, and the dt^velopnuMit of the resources of 
the country for the purpose of securintr '*win(\s, pitche. Tarre, sope-ashes. Steele, 
Iron, Pij)estaues, hempe, llaxe/' silk grass, fishing for jwarls, cod, and sturgeon were 
to be the sources of revemu*. The instructions placed authority implicitly in the 
hands of the governor, who was exjMH-ted to hear, Imt not necessarily to heed, the 
advice of the council and to judge according to "natunill right and ecpiity then 
vppon the nicenes of the lawe." 

The agents of the cor|K)ration the governor and his council in Virginia —received 
their authorization for the exercise of judicial as widl as legislative powers through 
a commission. The one issued to Sir Thomas (iates is lost, imt doubtless is as similar 
to that given to Lord La Warr'' as are his instructions. With the exception of a set 
of "'Instructions for such things as an* to l)e sente from Virginia, ItUO/''' these 
orders and conmiissions are the onlv documents which show anvthing of the direct 
authority exercised by the company ovei* affairs in the plantation until the issue of 
the "Great Charter of privileges, orders, and I^iwes" in November, KJIS.'' 

Otherwise, the whole <*ourse of th<» activity of the company under Sir Thomas 
Smvthe was in strong contrast with the work of Sir Edwin Sandvs. It was a con- 

''('aiv oil tin? part of the nunpany is ixUo i*vvii in the jroiieml instructions of ItUK* to the lieutenaiit- 
tfovcnior of Virjrinia, whicli arc known only thronjrii a copy of the sixth article, j>n»Herve<l in tlie pay)erH 
of tlie Maninis of Lansdowne. I hid., Nti. 9. 

''The coniniission hejirH the <late Fehniarv 28, KiH). It is printe<l in full in Hrown, Genesift, 1, 

<'Printo<l in full in Brown, Gcimtiii, I, :jS4-;iS«). 

'f post, \}. '.14. This set of instructions to (Jovernor (K»orge Ycardley, although ^iven late in 
U)18, lx»longs lM>th in sjurit an<l effect U> the p4'rio»l of the Sandys-Southanipton administration. 
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tiniial stru^<j^le to aroiist* siu-li intonvst in the s<-1k»iiio as would iT^iult in investment. 
The prohlem of niarketinjr the products of the eolony. whieh coneerned the later 
company, did not arise until toward the close of the i)eriod, when a sinj^le unsuccessful 
(effort was matie to *^ain a monopoly of the sale of tobacco. In onhM* to increase the 
capital stock, tin* company ma<h' personal appeals and issued ])rinted statemc nt.> and 
de.scriptions which it sctitti'red broadly. The story is told in the lists of adventurers 
cited above, in the carn(»>t endeavor> to ^e<:ure new planters and n<*w adventures from 
individual town and iruild. in the et!ort> to cnfor4*e the i>avment of >ums alreadv 
Jidventured, in a f«*w receipts concciiiin*^ tobacco, in the lottery >chemt»s. which were 
lejralizcd by the <-harter of 1»>12. and in printed broadside^ and declaration>. Thus the 
>ums adventured by individual, l)y the various London companies, aiid by the town> 
of England are *(ivcn in a >erie>of requots for adventui'c and in i)ill^of adventure" 
issuc^d by the company and found in the n^cords of those com])anies and towns'' as 
also in private collcction>. The chancery ])roceedino:>. in three .>nits, >tate that the 
company attc^mpted to M'cnre an advcMiturc of i'ls,oon and the equipment of ♦Joo 
men durin<( the year HU 1. and the failure to accomplish its purpose wa^ set forth by 
the defendants as a ieaM>n for refu*^iniJ• to i)av the sums adventun»d. Incidentallv 
there was mentioiuMl an income in the vear I ♦'»!:; of I'sjmmj from the lotterv. of 
i'2.<KMj from the s'de of the Somer> Islands, and of l'r><M) or t'.soo from the disposjil 
of the ship /A L^f II '//v.' However, with the exception of an unpublished letter 
from Sandvs to the mavor of Sandwich'' concerniuir tin* adv(»nture bv that town, in 
which he inclosed a list of the subscribers to that particular adventure, with the sums 
set down bv eai h,' the official record> reveal but little as to the sum> which must 
have been received by the company. 

In a similar manner there are unauthentic records of economic value concernin*^ 
the lotteries and tlu* importation of tobacco. Of the latter a few r<»ceipts and mem- 
oninda amonjLT th(»])apersof Lord Sackville' and the Karl I><* La Warr-' are positively 

"Fur the text nf theM' adventures. M-e Hn>\vn, tuntx'n*. I. 2:>s, 'Svl-\\, :{ns, :U»l-*J ( ha.< si^matiire 
of seeretarv and s*-al nf company i, 4.V2-:^. 45.S-4, 461-2, 46^i-.'): II, 496 (si^rnatiire and seal i, 'vV>. For 
two n(»t yet piiblislu-il >ee List of Herords. i>i». 122. 128, Nos. 1(>, 17. 2:^. 

^Ftir this series of alxjiit M) n-eonls see Brown, (ifm^is, I. 2o4. 257. 2.'>7-S, 277, 277-S, 27S, 2S0-2. 

'2sn, 2<*2-3, :^r2-4i. :}(M>-7, :i(K»-in. ;»»ss-<). .u^n. :;44: II. .v>s-<», :>6(), r>i>i, .v.>2,«ms6-s, (M>-i, 7t>8-w, 7'>7. Also 

List of Records, ]». 122, No. !.■>. 

' //m/., Nos. 21. 22, 2o, 27, :{1. 

'TrinttMl in I5n)Wij, (irnrttis, I, 461-2, 4*).'>-.'>. 

• The list is printe<l in full in l>rown, firhn<is, 1, 4<vr>-*». 

/Li.st of Ke<'ords, p. 127. No. r>i». 

;/ Ih'ul., No. .'15, «in, and Brown, (itmsi:*, II, 772. Sv also n*feren<H' to payments f<ir tol»aeeo stMit to 
Virjrinia in the List of HtM*onls, ]>. 122. No. \:\. 
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all there is in cxisUMire relating to the origin of a tnide which was estimated in 1H19 
to l)e worth .i'100,(MM). Of the former, there is a "* Declamtion for the Lottery/' 
published in U>15 by the eompany, and an order of the Privy Council, together with 
lettei*s urging the towns of the Kingdom to adventure in this the second great lottery 
of the company." A letter from the governor of the Virginia Comjian}' to the 
maj'or and aldermen of Ipswich^ is to the same etfect, but none of these documents 
tell of the income therefrom. The only record which will give an idea of the value 
of the lirst lottery is in tin* chancery proceedings, and relates to a suit of the 
company with William Ixneson to secure moneys from the lottery, ** in which the 
sum received in 1G13 is here stati'd to have i)een X'2,7y3 and lo shillings. The 
answer of Leveson is of further interest in that it alone tells of the methods hv 
which the business was conducted and of the house built for the lottery west of St. 
Paul's Church. 

V. -rrBLICATIONS OF THE COMPANY'' 

The struggle for capital and for settlers i)efore 16i() is most apparent from the 
advertisements that were issued. The broadsides of the vears IHOl), IGIO, and 1611 
are printed as official declarations of an intention on the part of the company to send 
vo3'ages to Virginia, and contaiin the necessjiry information lus to the classes of 
emigrants wanted — artificers only -and the conditions and rewards for emigration. 
The broadside of February, KUl, is of most value, in that the classes of emigi-ants 
with the numbers of each desired are specilied, while that of 1010 is a defense 
against the slander of recently leturni^d I'olonists, and emphasizes the former need 
of artificers as colonists.*^ The broadsides of 1613 and 1615 concern the dmwing of 
the lotteries, the latter declaring in a general way the prosperous condition of the 
country and announcing the prizes and rewards, thus affording some conception 
of the sums received from such an enterprise.^ The publications of the year 1616 
disclose, as well as assert, the prosperity of the settlement and the iissurance of its 
success, though giving no statistical information. That of April arranges for the 
first division of lands among old adventurers and promises the same to new adven- 

« Brown, (fenesu*^ II, 760-766. For unpubliahed letters, stHi List of Records, p. 124, Nof^. 32, 
33. 34. 

'' Jfnd.y No. 71. 

<-//><W., No. 2S. 

''Ilecaust' of the done relation of the publications of the company to the docuinent** issue<l by the 
company, the discussion of Class V prece<k*s that oi Class IV. 

< These are all reprinted in Brown, fhnesh, I, (1) 248-249, (2) 354-:^ (3) 439, (4)445, (5) 
469^70. 

/Brown, OetiemK, I, ms, 761-765. 
26105—05 3 
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turers, declaring the intention to .send a new governor and surveyors to the eolon^' 
for the puri>ose, while that of the winter of the same year announees that any 
settlers may return to Kngland who will/' 

In addition to the advertisements for investment and adventure, l)oth of pei'son 
and of money, the company put forth a series of publications, consisting of four 
sermons preached l>efore the company at stated intervals, intended to arouse both 
interest and confidence in their undertaking. These afford but little if any definite 
information, but reveal the spirit of the times, as also the lines of criticism and 
resistan( e which the company had <'ontinually to meet.'' 

But of far greater imi>ortance to a comprehension of the attitude of the com- 
pany, and especially of the progress of the plantiition, are the declarations concern- 
ing the colony, which were published by the company.^ They are nine in number, 
and l)ear the following titles and dates: 

(1) Sora lirltanuf'i. I^ondon, l^JOO. 

(2) Vir(/!nia richly rahud, Ix>ndon^ April 15, UJlKI. 

(3) A Trih' ttnd i<'tno rt' dtdamtion of tht purjHMt and rnd« trf the Plantation^ 

'"bv the authority of the Governor and Councellors of the Plantation." 
London, IGIO. [December 14, ir»<m.J 

(4) NemYH from VI nj in la — a poem. lOKK 

(5) A Truv declaration of the estate of the colony of Virtjinia^ by the order of 

the ''Councell of Virginia.'' London, lOlU. 
(0) I)e La Warr'^s Relation, London, Jul \' 0, UJll, with Crai<haars Epiatle 
Ihdicatorie as a preface. 

(7) The yt'ir lif of Vinjinea — i<econd jxirt of Nona Britannia^ by "theCoun- 

sell of Virginea.'' London, May 1, 1012. 

(8) ^/<W SeirtM front Virf/inia^ b}' Whittaker. London, UVS. 

(9) ^-l hrfol'e called an narracon of tlw prei<ent State of Yirgiyiia hy Jialph 

I la aimer. I^ondon, 1615. 

The documents published in 16<M> and also the ix)em of ItUO were efforts on the 

part of the company to defend itself against charges of failure in earlier years and to 

reveal the advantages which were promised under the new s\'stem of government. 

This is distinctly the tone and motive of the Xoca Ilritannia^ in which apixMir argu- 

" Hrown, (ientttl:*^ I, 774-771», 7i»7-7iM». 

''Bn»wn, (iemmi^, 1, ( 1 ) I'SL*; {'!) 2t>.S; (.J) 'M2-Miy\ (4) 3<K>-o7:{. A fourth sermon pmicIiiHl t.y 
Hioiianl CmkaiitlioriM-, Manh 24, 1<><)S ',», on tht* annivrniary of the aiTi*ssion of ,hune.s I. hat* favorabh* 
ri'ferc^iu'OH to tlie j>n>i*'(!t. Stt* lirown, (ieiui<ii<, I, 255-251). 

'• Brown either repriiitH all of the^*e or cites the reference, (icnemijt, I, (1 ) 241-243; (2) 279-280; (3) 
337-353; (i) 420-426; (5) 427-428; (6) 477-478; 11, (7) 558-559; (7) 577-588, 611-620; (9) 746-747. 




iiients in favor of the colony, and tho sUitenients of the phms, resountes, and needs 
of the eolony, together with an outline of the government which was now to be 
administered. 

..4 Tr^Kf' antl Htncere didarathm further explains the unsat is factory condition 
of the colony by reference to the incompetence of previous jrovernors, furnish in j( 
perhaps the Ix^st historical narrative which was issued by the company during the 
first period of the plantation. It also holds out the promise of improved conditions 
under Gates and De \ja Warr, who are to be shortly sent to Virj^inia with a complete, 
outfit of men and provisions. The second document (lescri})es the southern ^mrt of 
the country and cites the advanta^ifes of Florida as evidence of the opportunities 
in Virginia. After the time of !)(» I^i Warr the published accounts of the plans, 
movements, and successes of the colonists })ecame more complete. While the state- 
ments of De La Warr in his lirhiilon are a bare outline of the conditions as he 
found them and the improvements in trade and discovery Uy which Captain Argall 
had contributed, together with his lordship's plans for the future, it is of value 
as forming, with Ilamor's narnitive four years later, a surprisingly accurate and 
satisfactory treatment of the development in the colony during those years. 

llamorgivesa clear statement of the methods and success of Captain Dale in his 
relations with the Indians, of his organization and reform of the colony, and of his 
e.stablishment of order therein, and reveals clearlv the static of affairs on the arrival 
of Gates, the cause of the failure heretofore, and the details of the building of the 
successive towns, with descriptions and statistics for each. He gives also an his- 
torical narrative of the relations with the various Indian tribes and his knowledge 
and statements concerning the resources of the country are equally satisfactory. 
While Whittaker's (rood Xrwts from Vinjlnia and llie Xnr Life of Virr/huu are 
of value as corroborative evidence, they add but little to the knowledge of condi- 
tions or resources, and evidently were written more in the spirit of the poem of 
1()10, being intended to inspire confidence in the management of the colony, in the 
new system, and in the officers installed, as well as to arouse enthusiasm in the 
project. 

It is evident that these publiaitions are of more direct value in the study of 
the progress of the colony and tell at first hand but little more than the methods 
employed by the company to gain its end, but, together with the other reports 
from the colony which are i)ieserved in manuscript form, they to an extent supply 
what has })een lost by the disappeanince of the court l>ook. They prove that there 
was a gradual change in the motive and means of the comjxmy, due entirely to 
the exigencies of the ciise. The failure to discover precious metals forced the 
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company to coiiciM'n itself with the dovoloiMiicnt of the rcsoiirccH of the country and 
with the production of staple articles which were needed in England. Then, too, 
the first written laws pronud<(ated by Gates, I)e La Warr, and Dale in 1610-1G12, 
martial in form and harsh in charactei', reveal the t\'pe of the plantation which the 
company now proposed;" the freedom of the individual was to he reduced to a 
mininunn, all labor was to be ret^ulated as if it were a militar}^ discipline and 
the produce was to ])elong to the common store. Thus the evils of the early 
settlement were to be avoided. But of necessity this plan was temporary. Argall, 
lilv(» Smith, was a good colonizer. The explorations of Smith and his trade with the 
Indians, together with the order and prosperity which were ])rought by Dale, resulted 
in the founding of various settlements, such as Henrico and others farther south, 
which became self-supporting and independent of the ''supplies" from England. 
This meant that the company was to be forced to assume a different attitude toward 
the colony; that the common labor, common store, and common trade must be 
abandoned. By 1(514: private lands had been given to a few inha))itants^ every family 
had been assured of a houses of four rooms, rent free, for one year, and women had 
been sent to the colony to aid in keeping the settlers contented and permanent. 

Whether the company made any resistjince to this development within the set- 
tlement, by which the adventurer in liondon must share the profit with the plant(»r, 
will only be known when the court book shall have been discovered, but it is certain 
that by 161 G the point of view of the leiiders of the company had changed. They 
had then come to realize that they were to be the middlemen for the marketing of 
^the produce of the planters. This is proved by the movement in 1610 for the 
monopoly of the importation of the only lucrative staple, tobac(;o. Again, in 1G19, 
when the time for free importation from the plantation had expired, they most 
eagerly sought an adjustment with the Crown, although, in 1614, Sir Edwin Sandys, 
by this time the leading spirit in the company, had been the chairman in the House 
committee w^hic^h n»port<3d against monopolies. 

To such an extent had the colony now grown that the instructions given to Sir 
George Yeardley in November, 1()18, called "The Great Charter of privileges, orders, 
and Lawes," recognized the necessity for local government. They provided for two 
houses, the "Council of State,'' to be chosen ]>v the company in its quarter court, 
and the genend assembly, to consist "of the Council of State and two Burgesses 

(' For the Coh/nt/o/ Vlr<jiiu'<i Britantiia, Ijaurs IHrim', MoraJl tnul Marl'utH^ t(-r., t'litrrtMl for publica- 
tion on IVccmlxjr 13, 1611, is a cwle first established by Sir Tlionias (lates. May 24, 1610, approve<l by 
the lord governor, June 12, 1610, an<l exemplifie<l and enlai>^ by Sir Thomas Dale, June 22, 1611. 
They are reprinted in Force, Tracts^ Vol. III. 
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chosen out of each Town HundnKl or other particular Phmtation.''" The j^reat dif- 
ference between this act of the company and that of nine years liefore, wlien the 
instructions to Gates were issued and the laws of DaU* were approved, is apparent. 
Whether it was due entirely to the necessities arisin^f from the changed conditions 
in the coh)ny heretofore noted or to the ahuse of power by Sanuiel Arpill, from lt)l(> 
to IGli), is uncertiiin.'' Whether it was ])u( a reflection of the fjrowing popular senti- 
ment within the company by which the j^enerality exercised the powers of adminis- 
tnition or whether it was due to the influence of the "opjK^sition'' in parliament can 
not be settled without fuller records than an» at present (»xtnnt. 

IV. — LKITKUS FROM TIIK PLANTKIIS AM) UKCOKliS OF TIIK COLOXY 

The print4'd rej)orts from the colonists and the printed (hM'lanitions of the company 
were of coursi* based on the letters from the planters and on those from the governor 
and (council of Virginia tothi* Virginia Company. There were also letters from indi- 
viduals in the colony to oflicers of the company or to other adventurers in Kngland. 
They may perhaps reveal more clearly th(» condition of affaii's in the coh)ny and the 
influences which moved the comimny in its change of policy, since they do not attempt 
to conceal, excuse, or palliate* any of the circumstances. Six of tluvse narrate the 
story of the voyage of (iates and Somers, {\n\ misery in th(» plantation on the arrival 
of Gates and of De La Warr in l»>lo, and the steps that wen* taken to improve con- 
ditions/ Through other letters from the colony the comptmy gained its knowledge 
respecting voyages to Virginia, progress and order in the colony, and the building of 
Jamestown.'' especially under Sir Thomas Dab*, and as to the* prosjxM'ity of the settlers. 
Dale in 1011, outlined his plans and his achievements, urged the* sending of 2,000 men, 
and suggested that the* ditliculty of securing planters might be overcome by making 
the settlement a penal colony. In KJlo, UUt), and KJIT the company received 
reassunmces from Dale, Hamor, and Kolfe of the prosperity of the colony; but the 
publiciitions of the company and the letters from the colony from 1015 to KJlS were 

"List of KtH'onls, p. 12t), No. 72. 

^Then* art' extract** from two lettorHdeiilinjr with thoalle^Mi tnisappropriatioii8 and abuse of iM)wer 
by Captiiin Arpill, <leputy governor from May, K517, to April 20, 1019. One of these was addn^ssiMl to 
Cai)tain Ai>:all and U*ars the date Aiijrust 22, lOlS; the other to lAml De I^ Warr, Aujrust 2:i, 1618. 
They are ])reserve<l in the eourt lK>ok of the company under the date of June 19, 1022. S4'e also 
Ibid., Nos. S2, Kl 

♦'ThejK* letters were from the jjovernor and council, July 7, 1010; from John Kad<*liffe, Octol)er 4, 
1609, CJabriel Archer, August 31, 10O9, and from Captain Somers and Lord La Warr, Aujjust, KilO, to 
the KatI of Salisbury; and frv)m William Strachey in .1 Tnw lieprrtory, July 15, KJIO. They are 
reprinted in Hrown, G'aiesh, I, 32H-:^;J2, 400-402, 402-413, 410-417. 

''See Stnu^hey, -1 Tnie l<e}^i'lonjy in PanhaH, His Pil^riiues, IV, pp. 1 734-1 75<). 
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either vei\v few in nam])or, or have not been presiM'ved. These were the years of the 
excessive abuses in the colony under Sir Samuel Argall.'' 

The only evidence of records kept by the colonists is an abstract of ''A Register 
book during the Gouni^ of Sam* Argall Esq"" admiral, and for y'' time p'^sent, prin 
cipal Gou*" of Virg"" in the year liWS, This abstract was probably made in 1730 
under the direction of R. Hickman, deputy clerk of the general court of Virginia 
at that time, and has heretofore been unnoticed. From it comes a knowledge of 
correspondence between the governor and Bermuda Hundred and Kicought^m, and 
between the governor and the company in London. A complaint of the largeness of 
privilege given to Captain Martin in his gmnt is significant because of the long con- 
test during hiU'V years, between the company and Captain Martin over this patent. 
There are, too, a number of commissions to officers for trade and for connnand, and 
several warrants, (»dicfes, and proclamations. These are very similar in character to 
those issued by the governor and council in 1^28, and reveal the fact that methods 
of government had not altered materially, though the source of authority had been 
changed by the great charter of 10 IS. The severity of penalty and the threats of 
reduction to slavery for offense are perhaps the features most characteristic of the 
period.'' 

VI. — PmVATE PAPKKS OF ADVENTURERS 

While the (company probably did not officially use the private correspondence 
received from the colony by individual adventurers, it doubtless profited by the 
information which it contained. Thus, the relation of John Rolfe,"* addressed to 
Lord Rich and the King in 1616, ranked in value with the descriptions of Ralph 
Hamor, for it .discussed the water supply of the colony, its food, clothing, houses, and 
government and gave statistical information as to the various towns, their location, 
the number of their inhabitiints, and their officers. There are at least six other 
letters extivnt, similar in character, though of less value.'' 

But another series of private papers partakes most strongly of the nature of 
documents of the company. These are the contracts and correspondence relating 

« For the log )x)ok of Argall and for these k»tters from Spehnaii, Dale, Arjrall, and Rolfe, see l^rown, 
fu'nem, I, 42H-439, 483-4SS, 488-494, 501-508; II, (>39-<»40: Virfjlnia Miujazhw of lliHtorii, IV, 28, 29; 
X, 134-13S. Also noted in the List of Records poM, p. 125, Nos. 39, 40. 

^For full citation of these abstracts of al>ont twenty documents, see //>?(/., Nos. 40, 42-i8, 50- 
52, 55-57, ()4, G5, 67, 74, 75. 

<^ Keprinttxl in the Virginia Jlistorirnl Hegisterj I. 

''(1) Sir Samuell Argall to Nicholas Ilawes, June, 1613; (2) Whittaker to Crashaw, August 9, 
1611; (3) Percy t4> Northumberland, August 17, 1611; (4) Dale to Winwoini, June 3, 1616; (5) Dale 
to D. M., June 18, 1614; (6) Whittaker to Master (i., June 18, 1614. iSei* Brown, OmeinH, I, (1) 
64CM>44; (2) 497-5<X); (3) 500-501; II, (4) 780-782; (5) 747; (6) 747. 
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to individual adventures to Virginia or to groups of adventurers. They indicate 
a tendency in the company to grant private monopolies and to encourage private 
settlements— measures which indicat<^ the growing importance of the undertaking 
and the development of individual trade. Onl}^ one series of documents relating to 
individual adventures is extant, those by whicii Ix)rd Zouch's investment in Virginia 
was secured to him. His contracts w^ere made in May, 1G18, with John Bargrave 
and James Brett. There is also his warrant to John Fenner to pass to Virginia and 
trade with the colony and the savages in his pinnace Silrcr Falcon^ in February, 
1618 19.« 

The other series of documents, w^hich illustrate the legal forms and methods of 
the compjiny, as also the way in which the first plantations were undertaken by 
private means, concern Smythe's Hundred and Berkeley Hundred. Among the 
Ferrar papers are the minutes of the meeting of the committee for Sm^'the's 
Hundred on May 8, lt>l8,* the first record concerning the hundred, which provides 
for the sending out and equipment of thirty-five men at an expense of £657 9s. 4d. 

VII. — SUPPLEMENTARY CONTEMPORARY (CORRESPONDENCE AND RECORDS 

In addition to the documents which are either official records or similar to such 
records in character, there is a large amount of correspondence between officers 
of stjite in England and other individuals which by its reference throws light 
on the affairs of the company or gives additional or corroborative data. All of 
this which is earlier in date than 161<) has been published by Alexander Brown. 

There arc seven letters, the dates of which fall l>etween 1616 and 1619, that 
arc of the same character; but they add nothing in fact to the other documents, 
although two of them reveal the me^isun^s taken even at this early date to impress 
youths and maidens for Virginia and to send reprieved prisoners to the colony.'" Of 
the documents of this diameter, which arc given by Brown, i)erhaps the correspond- 
ence between the Spanish ambassador in London and the King of Spain is the most 
valuable, not in the trustworthiness of the data — though nmch of it confirms other 
sources — but in the revelation it cont^iins of the part that Spanish relations played 
in the development of the compan}^ and especially in its decline during the follow- 
ing decade, while its reference to prevalent rumors, reports, and sentiment are 
extremely illuminating. There are thirty-seven of these documents in all, including 
the correspondence concerning the Spanish ship (. %ilonei\ The Chamberlain-Carleton, 
Digby-Salis})ury, Cottington-Salisbury, and Lee-Wilson correspondence add ot;ca- 

«For these documents wee List <»f Recortls, p. 129, N<w. 77, H2, 98, i^. 

ft ////</., No. 76. 

clb'xd., Nos. 84, 85, 88, 89, 9(). 



38 IXTRODVCTIOX 

nional data and serve to fix dates and facts which are known from other sources.*' 
Of similar value are the chronicles of Howes. AI)l)ot's Geography, Smith's Map of 
England and his (lenenil History, the Couuuons Journal, the writings of Sir Fer- 
dinando Gorges, and other material which emanated from the Plymouth adventurers.** 

«Set» Bruwn, Gcnesitt, "Table of Contents." 



3. Ei^t OIolUrttotiH of innim^ttta, lfilfi-lfi24 

General Character of the Records 

The character of the documents of the company after 1610 is fundamentally 
the same as in the precedint^ decade. Virginia was still a proprietary province 
with a commercial comimny as an overlord, and therefore the company was still 
the immediate source of all government in the colony. To it came all appeals 
from colonial authorities; it exercised control over all (»onnnerce, })oth from and 
to Virginia; it granted all land and all privileges. Although the number of doc- 
uments emanating from the Crown" — that is, of the first class — is large, they are 
rather an indication of the increasing wealth and importance of the compan\% than 
of royal interference. The}' concern the regulation of trade, complain of the 
abuse of power by the company, or pro^^de for the investigation of it*? acts 
rather than assume any authorit}^ in the direct administration of it*j affairs. In 
them interference in the management is foreshadowed, but it is not until the 
dissolution of the company that the Crown again becomes the proprietor. 

The mass of materials which form the records for this period is much 
greater than in the earlier decade. This is due on the one hand to their 
preservation in two or three collections, and on the other especially to the vast 
growth of business in the company and the rapid development from a colony 
for exploitation into a colony for settlement. Thus the minutes of the company, 
forming the second class of documents, show that it conducted a larger amount 
of business than any other proprietary company.* These minutes comprise two 
large volumes of the court book, and fill 741 manuscript pages.'' In the third 
class there are nine letters from the company to the governor and council in the 
colony, and twelve from the latter body to the company, in addition to a large 
number of receipts, commissions, instructions, and laws.^ A mass of material 
l>elonging distinctly to the plantation serves as a part of the records of the 

«Bee document* under Class I in the List of Records. 

ft For tliis statement, as also for a full understanding of the character of the company, see Osgood, 
TVie American Colonies in the Seventeaith Centmy, I, 61. 
<* Grouped under Class 11 in the List of Reconls. 
dJbiil, Class in. 

89 
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company and at the same time furiiishos the storv of the beginning of the 
political unity of the colony. This ^roup consists of the ''court }>ooke'' of the 
council of the colony during the last year of the authority of the company, 
covering about 65 pages; 54 commissions, orders, proclamations, and warrants to 
sul)ordinates in the colony issued by the governor and council in Virginia, and 
35 petitions to the Mime body from the members of the colony.^ The publica- 
tions of the company for this tinal period of its existence numlx^r 3 large 
broadsides, 11 declamtions containing 108 printed pages, and 4 sermons and 
treatises made up of 150 pages.* The supplementary official material found in 
the correspondence between individuals of the coiupany and of the colony or 
between memlM»rs of the company in England, in addition to the records of the 
private companies within the larger IkhIv, includes many documents and memo- 
randa.'' Sixtv-six of these are preserved in the Manchester papers, while 78 are 
from the Ferrar jmpers, which are now tirst made known and published. The 
unofficial material, consisting of records of other companies, of towns, and of 
correspondence touching on the affairs of the company oi- colony, numbers about 
40 documents.'' 

The relative value of the various classes of the records for this period has 
been altered b}' the preservation of the court book which has made the other 
material supplementary, or even subsidiary, with the exception of the correspond- 
ence; for in it is either recorded or summarized the information which the 
company had received from all other sources, or which it imjmrted to individuals 
or to the public by other means. But the fact that the other records are 
supplementar}' does not decrease their value, for they often furnish the data 
which are the basis of the acts and conclusions of the company, while some of 
them also reveal the legal or political processes of the company, of the colony, 
of the courts, or of the sovereign authority, and others are of great value in the 
light which they throw on the dissenting imrty within the compjiny. 

The subject-matter of the court book, as well as the chanicter and contents 
of the various documents, proves the changed condition which the increase of 
business had brought alK)ut, since a large proportion of the records deal w^th the 
founding and conducting of private enterprises, and many of them are really 
documents of a private nature. It is apparent that the company still looked \\\Km 
the colony as a source of income for the investors, but that the ulterior object 

«Gmupe<l under Class IV in the lAM of Heoonls. These |jafK*rsareall intlie Library of Congress. 
6 7^/W., Class V. 
<^7^i</., Class VI. 
rf/6/W., Class VII. 
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had berome the dovelopinont of the resources of Virginia instead of the produc- 
tion of wealth through mines and the opening of new tmde routes. As a result 
of this change in commercial object had come the need of larger, more numerous, 
and more scattered settlements in the*, colon}^ and of greater co-operation on the 
part of the settlers, although it may well be claimed that the latter necessity had 
been urged upon the headers by the mismanagement of Captain Argall during 
the three years previous to the change in administration. In order to increase 
the number of planters, concessions of privilege had been made to private parties 
or groups as earl}' as 1618, since such investments were doubtless easier to secure 
when the adventure was under the immediate control of the undertaker. Simi- 
larly, for the purpose of stimuhiting capital and gaining the co-operation of the 
planters, the division of land, promised in 1H09, was proclaimed in U>16. Free 
tenanc}' was now guaranteed to all individuals, even to indented servants, at the 
expiration of seven years. The orgsmization of joint stock companies for the manage- 
ment of trade, which supplanted the magazine, was a movement toward private enter- 
prize. Hence it is that these subjects, together with those which concern the impor- 
tation and sale of to])acco, occupy' the greater part of the court book, and nmst have 
consumed most of the attention of the corporation. The burden of discussion in the 
courts concerned the best means of marketing the products, whereas in the earlier 
decade it must have related to the increase of capital. The records of the colony 
were no longer simple reports to the company and instructions from the proprietor, 
but assumed the character of political documents, since libert}' of land and trade, and 
the creation of numerous plantations and scattered settlements resulted in the growth 
of ''political conditions and forces side by side with the commercial and economic." 
The minutes of the ('olonial legislative assembly, the records of the colonial court, the 
petitions to the governor and council, and the commissions and orders granted by that 
l)ody are all distinctively new features in the records. Here is evidence of the crea- 
tion of the colony, with its body of free citizens, out of the plantation, with its bod}*^ 
of half-servile laborers. 

THE JEFFEKSON LIBRARY IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

The records of the company' under the admin istmtion of Sir Edwin Sandys and 
the Earl of Southampton, or the copies of them so far as extant, are to-day scattered 
among many public and private collections both in England and in America. The 
Library of Congress at Washington possesses b}^ far the largest and most impor- 
tant collection in this country. It contains the contemiwmry certitied copy of the 
court book from 1619 to 1624, as w^ell as a mass of original correspondence, or 
contemporary copies of the siune, between the company and the council in Virginia. 



42 ISTIWDl CTION 

It also includes many original records of the colony, many eighteenth century tran- 
scripts of the original commissions, patents, and other records, and many recent 
transcripts and photographs of documents in the collections of England. 

The eighteenth century transcripts and the original documents and contemporary 
copies came to the Library of Congress from Thomas Jefferson's collection in two 
different groups: the first in 1815, when his library, purchased "' in a lump as 
it stood on the catalogue," ^' was secured by Congress for the sum of $23,950; the 
second was secured when the books of Mr. Jefferson were sold at auction subsequent 
to his death in 1826. The catalogue of the auction sale classified those acquired 
b}- the Lil)mry of Congress at the latter date under two numbers as follows:^ 

"No. 121. Records of the Virginia Company, 2 vols., fol. MS. (the authentic 
copy mentioned in Stith's History). 

"No. 122. Old Records of Virginia, 4 vols. fol. MS. viz: 

"A. Letters, proclamations in ir)22-23, and correspondence 1625. 
(42) Transactions in council and assembly, their petition and his majesty's 
answer.'* 

"B. (\i). Orders from Feb. 1622 to Nov. 1627.'' 

"C. (32) A. Foreign business and Inquisitions from 1665 to 1676. 
Transactions of the council from Dec. 9, 1()98, to May 20, 1700."' 
The volumes of Jefferson manuscripts relating to the company, which became 
the property of the Government in 1815, were as follows: 

(1) /V/w^ laws iiuule hy the AnHenihly in Va, ann<p Hi^-l/ (Used by ilening.) 

(2) Journal of the Council and Asseml)ly, 162r)-1634. (Used by Hening.)^ 

(3) Miscellaneous Records, 1606-1692, with a small quarto containing abstracts 
of Rolls in the offices of State ))ound into the volume. (Commonly known as the 
Bland copy, because so cited by Hening.) 

« Manuscript letU^rs of Tliomas Jeffernoii in the Li))rary of Congref»H. In this letttT to William 
Hening, March 11, 1815, from Moulicello, Mr. Jefferpon stated that he could not retain a volume, since 
Congress had purchased his library. 

''The "Catalogue. President Jefferson's library (as arrange<l hy himself, ) to Ik* sold 

at auction, at the l^mg Room, Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington , 27th of February, 1S29, 

," p. 4, is in the Library of Congress, Wi»ce\Um€ou» Pamphlets, Vol. 859, Nt). 14. 

^This is classified as one folio maimscript in the catalogue of the Library of Congrei?s, 1880, and 
the latter is doubtless the manuscript coveriiig the period from 1()26-1()84. 

''This manuscript also contains loose papers to 16i^2. 

*' CcUalo<j\Le of the TAl/rary of Congress , 1830, p. 167. 

/ Cattilogve of the Lihrary of Congress, IS 16, p. 73. 

i/This is probably the same manuscTipt as that mentioned above under the Jefferson catalogue as 
No. 122 (42). There is no other manus<!ript in the Library which corresjMjnds to the title here given 
or to the description alx)ve. 
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(4) AlUcellam.'oiu* Paj)ers^ 1606-1683, luHtrHctKmH^ CommiayuH letttrH of Advive 
and adnifmitums and- Pnhllc S2>e4.'d'eH^ Proclainathms d'c, ColJ fried ^ franscrihed and 
dilujently exannnedhy the (>r!(fhiall Reeo7*ds^ now cvtnnt^ helanging to the A8f<emMU'. 

The entire set in the first group, acquired in 1829, is composed either of original 
documents or of contemporary transcripts, while the second paper of the second 
group belongs to the same period. The Miscellaneous Papers, 1606-1(>83, are a 
seventeenth century transcript. The Laws of 1623 and the Miscellaneous Records, 
1606-1602, are transcripts of the early eighteenth century and are attested by R. 
Hickman, who was clerk of the general court in 1722. The origin and identification 
of these various volumes, together with a later copy of the court book of the com- 
pany, now in the library of the Virginia Historical Society and commonly known as 
the [John] Rjindolph [of Roanoke] copy, has been a subject of doubt and discussion, 
arising from the conflicting descriptions of the volumes by the earl}" historians of 
Virginia, William Stith and John D. Burk, and by the editor of many of the 
documents in 1809, William Hening. 

The following statements with regard to the first group made by Mr. Jefferson 
in a letter to Hugh P. Taylor, October 4, 1825," will serve as a l)asis for the attempt 
to ascertain the histor\' and authenticity of those manuscripts: 

'' The only maiuiscripts I now possess relating to the antiquities of our country 
are some folio volumes: Tw^o of these are the proceeding[s] of the Virginia company 
in England; the remaining four are of the Records of the Council of Virginia, from 
1022 to 1700. The account of the first two volumes, you will see in the preface to 
Stiths History of Virginia. They contain the records of the Virginia Company, 
copied from the originals, under the eye, if I recollect rightly, of the Earl of South- 
ampton, a member of the company, bought at the sale of his library by Doctor 
Byrd, of Westover, and sold with that library' to Isaac Zane. These volumes 
happened at the time of the sale, to have been borrowed by Col. R. Bland,* whose 
library I purchased, and with this they were sent to me. I gave notice of it to Mr. 
Zane, but he never reclaimed them. 

"The other four volumes, I am confident, are the original office records of the 
council. My conjectures are, that when Sir John Randolph was about to l)egin 
the History of Virginia which he meant to write, he borrowed these volumes from 
the council office to collect from them materials for his work. He died before he 
had made any progress in that work, and they remained in his library, proba]>ly 
unobserved, during the whole life of the late Peyton Randolph, his son. From his 
executor, I purchased his library, in a lump, and these volume^s were sent to me as a 
part of it. I found the leaves so rotten as often to crumble into dust on being 
bandied; 1 bound them, therefore together, that they might not be unnecessarily 
opened; and have thus preserved them forty-seven years.'' 

«Frora the National Jntenigenrer, OctolKT 19, 1825. ''Col. R. Bland dio<i OrtoU^r 26, 1776. 
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CONTEMPORARY CiWY OF THE COURT BOOK 

The two voliiiues referred to liy Mr. Jefferson as the ''proi*eedings of the 
Virginia Com|)an\' in England'' are the contemporary copies of the court book 
which were secured by the Hon. William Byrd, of Westover, Virginia, from the 
estate of the Earl of Southampton, either at the time of his death in 16^)7 or 
later. Since Mr. Byrd was a l)oy of 15 living in London in 1667, it may have 
been when the Virginia estiites were left him in 1671, or even in 1687 when he 
made a visit to England, that he made the purchase." That the books remained 
in the possession of the descendants of Mr. Hyrd for a centur\' is proved by 
the fact that they are mentioned in a manuscript catalogue of the library of the 
third William Bvrd, who died in 1777,'' but these two volumes were not in the 
libniry of Colonel Byrd, when it was sold by his widow in Philadelphia to Isaac 
Zane. Mr. Jeffersoirs statement that he purchased th(»m from Colonel Bland may 
1x5 accepted,^ but it would l>e difficult to prove whether he is equally reliable when 
he states that the volumes had ])een loaned to Colonel Bland and had not been 
returned by him to Colonel Byrd, or whether Mr. Deane is correct in saying that 
Colonel Bland, as an anticjuary, had secured them. That Stith used these contempo- 
rary copies of the court l)ook in his History of Mn/tulu is apparent from his 
description of them, as also from his statement that they had been communicated 
to him by the 'Mate worthy president of our council, the Hon. William Byrd, esq."** 

MA^X^SCRIPT RECORDS OF THE COMPANY, VOLUME III 

The other manuscript volumes, which the Library of Congress accjuired from 
Mr. Jefferson and which are included under No. 122 of the Jefferson catalogue, 
belong to the earlv seventeenth centurv. Thev are the documents which Mr. 
Jefferson referred to in his letter to Mr. Taylor as having come from the library- of 
the Hon. Peyton Itjindolph in such a fragile condition, and which in a letter to 
Mr. Wythe, of January 16, 17t^5, urging the necessity of publishing the laws of 
Virginia, he describes in a similar way.*^ 

« William Hynl <lie<l DeceiiilxT 4, 17<^. 8ee Bynl, //iVt/on/ nf the Dirul'mg Line. 

''** Catalogue of tin* Ik)okj* in llie Library at Westover iH^longinjr to William Byrd, Ks<jr.," p. 437, 
in Til*' Writings nf Colonel WHlinm Bynl, editt^l by J. S. Buf^Fett. 

f' For a <lescription of tlie^n* volumes an<l the circumstanees of their making, ^<iv the <lij«i*u8sion, 
pp. 7H-84, ftost. 

<' It y hardly jxissible that Mr. Jefferson's 5»tatement is incorrect and that, instead of jiavin*: K'en 
accpiired by Col. Ricrhard Bland at that time, they pa.ssed from Stith to his l)rother-in-law, Peyton 
Randolph, and with the library of the latter to Jeffers<»n. This is one of the solutions suggested by 
Justin Winsor. See Xarratiir and Critical History of the I'ttited Statei*^ HI^ 158. 

' Hening, Statutes at Large, I, p. viii. 
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That these are the papers discussed by Stith is proved 1)}^ comparing them with 
the Hickman (Bland) transcripts. In his preface, Stith confirms the description 
by Mr. Jefferson, but he apparently destroys the hitter\s theory that the papers 
had been in the possession of Peyton Randolph since the death of Sir John Randolph 
in 1736. Mr. Stith wrote his preface in 174:6, and suggests that they were at that 
time in the possession of the House of Burgesses, although he does not make a 
positive statement to that effect. His assertions are w^orth recording, since they 
carry the history of the volumes back thirty years and also throw light on the 
Hickman transcripts. 

"I must chiefly depend upon such of our Records, as are still extant. Many of 
them doubtless perished in the State-house at James-Town, and by other Accidents; 
and those, which have survived the Flames and Injuries of Time, have been so care- 
lesly kept, are so broken, interrupted, and deficient, have been so mangled by Moths 
and Worms, and lie in such a confused flind jumbled State (at least the most ancient 
of them) being huddled together in single Leaves and Sheets in Books out of the 
Binding, that 1 foresee, it will cost me infinite Pains and Labour, to reduce and 
digest them in any tolerable Order, so as to form from them a just and connected 
Narration. And some of them have been lost, even since Mr. Hickman was Clerk of 
the Secretary's Office. For I cannot find, among the Papers in our Offices, some old 
Rolls, to which he refers. I have therefore been obliged, in a few Points, to depend 
upon the Fidelity of that Gentleman's Extracts out of our oldest Records, made for 
the Use of Sir John Randolph. But these things were so far from discouraging and 
rebuffing me, that they were rather an additional Spur to my Industry. For I 
thought it highly necessary, before they were entirely lost and destroyed, to apply 
them to their proper Use, the forming a good History. But as the House of 
Burgesses in a late Session, upon my shewing their moldering and dangerous State 
to some of the Members, have justly taken them into their Consideration, and have 
ordered them to be reviewed and fairly transcribed, I doubt not, by their Assistance, 
and with the Help of the late Sir John Randolph's Papers, and such others, as are in 
the Hands of private Gentlemen in the Country, and will undoubtedl}^ be readily 
communicated to further so noble and so useful a Design, to be able to collect and 
compose a tolerably regular and complete History of our Country."^ 

Hence, we are again left in a quandary. The papers may have come into Peyton 
Randolph's possession through the arrangement made by the burgesses for their 
transcription; but no transcript made directly from the documents as late as 1746 
is known to us. Whether they were borrowed from the province by Mr. Stith or 
by Peyton Randolph, his brother-in-law, or by some other historian or antiquarian 
is not yet proved; and our only evidence that Jefferson secured them from Peyton 
Randolph's executor is his statement made twenty years after the date of the purchase. 

a Stith, History of T'lrrjrinto, preface, p. viii. 
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The papers, after almost a century in the Capitol, were in a still more deplorable 
condition in VM)1 than that described by Mr. Stith, but the loose pa^es have now 
been carefully and skillfully repaired. The order of contents of the volumes (while 
not chronologically armnj^ed) may be known from the a})sti*acts made under the 
direction of Hickman about 1722. This agrees with an arrangement determined by 
the early pagination, the subject-matter, and the writing. That these manuscripts 
are original records or contemporary copies iseviden<*ed by the form of some of them, 
by the signatures of others, and by the autographs of the secretaries and clerks of 
the period. The supposition is that th(}y escaped destruction when the Province 
House was burned in Bacon's rebellion in 1678, during the administration of Gooch 
in U)l)8, and again during the Revolution, only to be lost to the State in the latter 
half of the eighteenth century. 

The volume designated as 122, A, in the Jefferson cjitaloguc, and there entitled 
''Letters, proclamations in 1622-28, and correspondence 1625," is evidently the one 
referred to by page in the Hickman abstract of the rolls as 'Hhe other side of No. 
A 42." " This abstract is a quarto bound into the MUcellaneouH Records^ 1600-1692^ 
(?alled b\' Hening the '' Bland copy." In pages 1 to 14 a of this volume are eighteen 
letters from the colony to the King or to the company between 1621 and 1625, while 
pages 15 to 30 contain nine letters from the company to the colony between 1621 and 
August 6, 1628. The first group are hologniphs, but of a secretary or clerk not yet 
identified. The second are doubtless in the autograph of Edward Sharploss.'^ Both 
are contemporary copies of the originals.'' The documents classed in the Jefferson 
catalogue as 122 (42) form the balance of this volume and also probably include the 
journal of the council and assembly, 1626-1634. The latter was evidently used by 
Hening in compiling his statutes. 

Presuming that this fragile document, which is the only one concerning the 
company and the colony while controlled ])y the company, formed one volume, its 
contents was as follows: 

No. A 42: 

1. {a) Miscellaneous letters from the Privy Council to the governor and 
council in Virginia in 1()23, pp. 1-3^. An unknown holograph. 

{}>) Declarations of the condition of the colon}' and answers thereto in 
1623 4, pp. 3^-7". An unknown holograph. 

^Tliis vohimo of correspondence is cited in the List of Records an the ** Manuscript Records of the 
Virginia Company of Ix>ndon, Vol. Ill, pt. ii," thus inchiding in Vol. Ill all of this miscellaneous 
manuscript material of the company. 

'>Kdward Shari)lcss ha<l Ixien a clerk of the se<Tetary of the colony, Christopher Davison, and 
succeeded him ujK)n his death in the winter of 1623/4. He remained as acting secretary until his 
trial on May 20, 1624, for giving copies of the acts of the assembly to the commissioners of the King; 
John Sothenie tlien took up liis duties. 

c See Plates, post, Vol. II for illustrations of these liolographs, and for evidence as to the autographs. 
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2. Fundaiiiental ordei*s, chHi'ter.s, ordinances, and instructions by the 
company in London and laws of the assem))ly in Virginia, pp. 8-21. Partly 
holographs as above." 
No. A 42. ^'The other side:" 

1. {a) Letters from the coloiiy to the King or to the company between 
1621 and 1625. An unknown holograph. 

(/>) Letters from the company to the colony })etween 1621 and August 6, 
1628. Holographs of liklward Sharpless. 

2. Instructions, conunissions, proclamations, orders, warrants, and letters 
of the governor and captain-general of Virginia and of the assembly, pp. 36-53. 
Partly the holograph of Edward Sharpless and partly perhaps of Christopher 
Davison, the secretarv of the colonv from November, 1621, until his death \\\ 
the winter of 1628 4.'' 

4. Petitions to the governor and council in Virgmia, pp. 58-63. Holo- 
graphs as of the preceding. 

5. A miscellaneous collection of letters between the Privy Council and the 
CommiwSsioners for Virginia on the one hand and the governor and council In 
Virginia on the other, in 162;") 6, pp. 68-70; a letter from the Virginia Company 
of London in 1626, p. 71, and a census of 1624, pp. 71-75. Unknown holo- 
gmphs similar to those in the tirst part of this end of the volume.** 

The first part of the volume thus opens with the letters of the Privy Council 
to the colony on April 28, 1628, when the King tirst began the action lookmg toward 
the dissolution of the company, and with the first direct correspondence with the 
officers of the colony. The writing and the dates place the documents as consecutive 
through the entry of the acts of the assembly, March 5, 1628 4, when the assembly 
seems to have ceased. After that page, copies of scattered documents appear in a 
different writing, connnencing on the back of the last asseni})ly record. These are 
largely fundamental or constitutional, including the instructions of November 20, 
1606, the charter of 1606, the order of 1607 enlarging the council, and the oaths 
administered to officials of the colony of the same period. The other part of the 
volume opens with the correspondence between the colony and the home government. 
After a hiatus of fifteen pages the documents of the governor and assembly begin 
as indicated under the second division above. The writing is that of Edward Sharp- 
less and Christopher Davison, and remains the same throughout the petitions of the 
next group. The last group of miscellaneous documents agrees in subject with the 

"This volume is cited in the Lijst of Records, as *'MSS. Records of the Virginia Couij)any of Ix)n- 
don, Vol. Ill, pt. i." 

^Christopher Davison was appointel at a quarter court, June 2J^, 1621. His commission was 
sealeil November L*S, 1821. 

*'Cited in the List of Reconls as '' MSS. Reconls of the Virginia Company, Vol. Ill, pt. ii.** 
26105—05 4 
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letters of the first part and in autograph wilh the first section of those letters. On 
a fly leaf among the loose papers is inscribed th(^ following: "Records of W. Cla}'- 
bourne or Claiborne, p Joseph [Jokeg] ' Tho Farloue & Vpton gent / Thos. 
Ba[u]rbag[e] / Clef Conc'\ This may b(»long to the records of the period after 
May 14, 1626, when William Claybourne was appointed secretary of the colony by 
Charles I, or it may have been placed in an earlier volume, or it may indicate that a 
part at least of the earlier volume was transcribi^d under his direction. 

Section B (l^) of Xo. 122 in the JelFerson catalogue, cited as orders from 
Fe})ruary, 1622, to NovemlK?r, 1627, and including loose pages as late as 1634, is the 
only octavo manuscri])t of these records and has l>een saved from its almost useless 
condition by repair. That this is the original blotter of the court book of the gover- 
nor and council in Virginia, containing the original record of suits tried l>efore that 
body and of orders issued by it, is proved })y the hasty and brief entries, giving the 
volume an entirelv difl'erent diameter from those of the carefullv elaborated tran- 

* 

scripts of the clerks. The records of twenty-three courts held as here given and of 
the cases considered jjuring the era of the authority of the company, consisting of 
about forty-five pages of manuscript, are noted in the list of the records of the 
company, but are not printed in thi> collection since they may ))e included more 
properly in a publication of the ^'Records of the Colony.'- 

THE TRANSCRIPTS OF THE VIRGINIA RECORDS 

RANDOLPH COPY 

It is now certain that at least two copies of the court book existed at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, since the so-called John Randolph [of Roanoke] 
copy has recently come to light.'' It bears ever}^ evidence of being an eighU^enth 
century transcript made from the contemporary copy now in the Library of Congress: 
the manuscript is of the century following that of the contemix)rary copj-; the 
order, paragraphing, form of insertion of documents, and material is identical; but 
the omissions and errors arise from illegibility in the earlier manuscript. The 
other ditferences lie in occasional carelessness by the copyist and in the fact that 
the abbreviations are expanded and the spelling and the capitalization are modernized. 

The caption of the first volume of this eighteenth century copy is as follows: 
"The Ancient Records of this Colony under The Treasurer and Company." It 
opens with ''A Quarter Court held for Virginia at Sir Thomas Smith's house in 

«The three volumes are in the collection of tfie Virginia Historical So<'icty in Kichnioud, but they 
are so closely associated with the Library of Congress MSS. that they are discussed here rather than 
under the MSS. of Richmond. 
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Phili>ott Lane, 2Sth of April ItUJ^" and ends on pa^^o 535 with the court of July 3, 
1622. The final statement is as follows: "^The rest of the Company's Acts are 
contained in a Second V^ohnne." Volume II Ix^gins with a court of July 17, 1622, 
and closes on page 4t)l with the proceedings of June 7, 1624. It bears the caption, 
•'The Records of the Company of Virginia, Vol. 2'*." Pages 4i)2 to 502 include a 
list of ''The names of the Adventurers for Virginia, as they were in the Year 1620." 
On the inside of the hoard of this volume is written the name, ''Sam'l Perkins of 
Cawson."' There is a thinl volume of this series of transcripts which is described 
by Mr. Robinson thus: ''The other vohune begins with the tirst charter to the 
proprietors of Carolina dated the 24th of March, in the fifteenth year of Charles II, 
(1663) and ends page 543 with report of the i)etition of Philip Laudwell against the 
Lord EfKngham made by the Lords Conunittees of Trade and Plantations, Dated at 
the Council Chamber 26th of April 16S9.'' This document ends on page 530. The 
volume closes on page 544 with '* A Memorial for obtaining a more perfect Rent 
Roll, & advancing Her Majesty's Quit Rents in Virginia'-. On the first cover is the 
date, ^^Sepli*"' 175t».'' 

Mr. Brown thinks that these copi(»s were made for Colonel Richard Bland from 
Colonel Byrd's volumes and passed to Theodorick Bland of the family of Cawson, 
the gmndfather of John Randolph of Roanoke, to whom they finally came. He 
adds that the Byrd volumes went to Mr. Jeffei'son with the Bland collection, which 
he bought a})out 1776, instead of the copies therefrom. '' Mr. Jameson suggests that 
John Randolph of Roanoke may have inherited these tmnscripts from his great 
uncle. Sir John Randolph. In this case also they would have been made from Mr. 
Byrd\s volumes, and perhaps should have gone to ^Ir. Jefferson with the Peyton 
Randolph librar}^ but this would not account for the name '* Cawson" in the 
second volume. Furthermore, according to Mr. Stanard, John Randolph of 
Roanoke was not an heir to Sir John Randolph, and the families were not even 
on friendl}' terms. Mr. Brown's supiX)sition seems the more plausible, since 
Theodorick Bland, jr., of Cawson may have received the volumes from the son 
of Richard Bland by gift or purchase, though not by inheritance, and, as Theo- 
dorick Bland, jr., died without heirs in 1790, the })ooks may have become the 
property of his sister's son, John Randolph of Roanoke. 

The location of these volumes since the time of the death of John Randolph 
of Roanoke is known. According to Mr. Brown, John Randolph'' in a codicil to 

''See an account of "Two iiianuHi'.ript volumes now in the Library of Congress, at Washington, 
D. C.,'* in The Maya^im of American Ilist^/ni, New York, Vol. 2?>, April, 1893. 

&Not to be confnseil with Sir John Randolph, father of the Peyton Randolph whose library 
Jefferson says he purchaee<l in 1778. 
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his will ill 182G loft his lihriiry to the muster and fellows of Trinit}' College, 
Cambridge, but in 1831 so altered the will as to bequeath it to his nieee, E. T. 
Bryan. Certain it is, however, that for ten years after his death on May 4, 1833, the 
volumes remained in his library in Roanoke, for Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby examined 
them at that place on January 11, 1843. The library was sold in 1845, but it is 
evident from the statement of Judge William Leigh, the executor of the estate, 
that the Randolph copy of the court liook remained in his hands. 

The later history of this <'o])y is told hy Mr. Leigh Robinson, of Washington, 
I>. C, as follows: 

'•A complete ti*anscript of the Records of the Virginia Company had been in the 
povssession of John Randolph of Roanoke, and by Mr. Randolph's executor, Judge 
William Leigh, was placed in the hands of my father, sliortly after the termination 
of the w-ar between the States. The Virginia Historical Society, having then no 
shelter of safety for sucli a work, my father placed it in tlj(» Vaults of one of the 
banks of Richmond, with a view to transferring it to the Society, as soon as it 
could be done with Safety. His death occurred before (in his opinion) this could be 
done. After his death, his family transferred to the Societ}' the coj)y inad(» by him- 
self. It was some time before the}' were able to discover the place of deposit of the 
Randolph Copy. But they finally' recovered it, and transferred this also to the Vir- 
ginia Historical Society, where it now is.''" 

Mr. Conway Robinson, the father of Mr. Leigh Robinson, prepared for the press 
two volumes of abstracts from the court book, which wow. edited later ])v R. A. 
Brock for the Virginia Historical Society and entitled Vhu/liuo Qnttpany^ lOJO-lG'^J^, 
Robinson states that in the preparation of the volumes he had many transcripts made 
through Mr. Mehan from the copy in the Library of Congress, and also from the 
Randolph volumes which Judge Leigh had loaned to him.'' 

The third volume of this Randolph s(»ries, which is cited l)oth by Burk and 
by Hening^ as "'Ancient Records, Volume HI," was copi(Hl from the tninscript 
attested by R. Hickman. This volume of Miscellaneous Records, ir>0(>-l(>92, is the 
only volume which contains the substance found in the Randolph copy, and is of 

''See a manuscript letter to Mr. Worthington ('. Fonl, Chief of the Division of Mannscrii)tH in the 
Library of Congre}«s, December 15, 1902. Thew vohimen, an<l the thinl deH-rilKMl by Mr. Robinson's 
father are now in the Virginia Hi.storiwil Society collection in Richmond. 

^' A letter of Mr. Robinson to Mr. Deane, July J, IKOS. For the use of this letter, as also one from 
Mr. Deane to Mr. Robinson of July 0, 1868, the K<litor is indebted to Mr. J. Franklin Jameson, professor 
of hiiiitory in (yhicago University. In a niemoran<lum Mr. Deane states that he insjHH'te<l these volumes 
in April, 1872, at which time they wert» at the house of Mr. S. A. Myers, the law partner of Mr. Con- 
way Robinson. 

t'For the extracts from the ** Ancient Records," Vol. Ill, so calUnl, by iiening, see StatiUes at 
Ixirgey I, 76-113 (collated rea<lings given), 11.V120, 145, 146, 209, 228. 
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an earlier date, and, like the original rolls, is less chronological in armngement. 
That the Randolph copy was not made from the original recoitis is evidenced by 
the fact that the abstracts are identiciil with those of the Hickman or ^' Bland" copy. 
That both Hening and Burk used the Randolph copies of the court book and 
also the third volume of that series is proved b^^ their descriptions of the volumes, 
while the page references to "Ancient Records" cited by Hening coincide in each 
case with these three volumes. Mr. Hening speaks of three large folio volumes not 
in the orthography of the age of the events, and compiled without much regard to 
method for the purpose of forming material for a history of Virginia, and states 
that the first two volumes are minutes of the proceedings of the London Company, 
and the third an epitome of the legislative and judicial acts of authorities in Vir- 
ginia, so far as then extant, which were regularly transmitted to England. These, 
he continues, were used by John I^urk, who got them from John Randolph, and 
also by Skelton Jones, 1809, to complete Burk's History of Virginia.^ Mr. Burk 
himself declares that there are two large volumes, instead of three, as sUited by 
Hening, "containing the minutes of the London Company together with the pro- 
ceedings of the Virginia Councils and Assembly, with little interruption to the 
middle of the reign of George II."* 

JEFFERSON TRANSCRIPTS 

The three volumes containing transcripts of the Virginia Records which came 
from the Jefferson Library in 1815 are unique, containing copies of records since 
destroyed. Two of them are attested by R. Hickman, the deputy clerk of the 
general court in 1722, and the third is the only seventeenth centurj^ transcript in 
our possession. Unlike the Randolph copies, the two large volumes include copies 
of records since destroyed. 

Of this group the ^' First laws made by the assembly in Va. Anno' 1623" 
bears on the back of the last page the following indorsement in Mr. Jefferson's 
hand: "This was found among the manuscript papers of S*" John Randolph and by 
the Hoiible. Peyton Randolph, esq. his son was given to Tho*. Jefferson," and is 
attested as follows: "Copia Test R. Hickman D C G C." This early eighteenth 
centur}^ transcript was made by the same copyist as were the Miscrellaneous Records, 
1606-1692, and is the volume used by Hening and referred to in his first volume, 
pages 121-129. It must also be the subject of a letter from Thomas Jefferson to 
Hening, April 8, 1815, in which he states that the manuscript marked ''A" contains 
laws of 1623-24, thirty-five acts, which was given him by Peyton Randolph from 
the materials used by Sir John Randolph, and which Mr. Jefferson declares to 

« Hening, StahUes at Lcirge, I, 76 n. (a). ^Burk, HiMory of Virgmia, I, eh. V; II, 7, 42, 67. 
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be the ''Only copy extant of those laws !"" In 1803 Mr. Jefferson had declined to 
lend to Mr. John D. Burk some of the printed laws of Virginia in his possession, 
since they were unique and could not be replaced.'' The internal evidence points to 
the fact that Hening also used the other volumes of this set, a fiw;t corroborated 
by the following statement of Mr. Jefferson in a letter to Mr. George Watterson, 
May 7, 1815: "I gave to Mr. Milligan a note of those folio volumes of the Laws of 
Virginia l^elonging to the Library which being in known hands, will ))e recovered. 
One is a MS. volume from which a printed copy is now preparing for publica- 
tion."^ Mr. Hening was doubtless using them in the prepamtion of his later 
volumes. Certain it is that these documents form the basis for a part of his first 
volume, in which he cit(\s th(^ Jommal of the Council and Assemhly^ IG^G-lGSIf.^ as 
belonging to Thomas Jefferson, and as having been "purchased by him with the 
library of Peyton Randolph, from his executors." The third, the MiHcellajieouH 
Recryi'dM^ 1606-1692^ he states was bought by Mr. Jefferson "from the executor of 
Richard Bland, dec'd."'' 

The seventeenth century volume, entitled hifitruetiojhH^ Coynviidons htt^rs oj 
Admce and adtnoniHons and PahUqae Spe^c'^'es^ Proclat nations (Jbc: CoUect^d^ 
franscnbcd and dHUjcntly ex<unhiedhy the Or! </ hud I Recording now extant ^ helongimj 
to the A^fiendjlle^ is a vellum-covered book, with an embossed figure on the back 
cover, and with the following: "E 1621 Public[j Letters and Orders." On the 
outside of the front cover upside down is: "E / John Bland Richard Blan [d] 
Alexander Morrison," while on the half that remains of the first fly leaf is the 
name "Nelson." On the fly leaf in the book in pencil is the statement: "date of 
MSS 1650-1695;" and on the front cover similarly is: " 17" Century copie Bland." 
This presence of Richard Bland's name in the book shows that Mr. Jefferson secured 
it with the Bland Librarv. The writin<if of the volume is similar to the earlv seven- 
teenth gentury system in many of the abbreviations, the use of the double /*, and the 
formation of some of the letters. Evidently this is a collection of correspondence 
of the colony, transcribed from the court books and from the miscellaneous papers 
of the three volumes of the manuscript records of the company.'' 

The second volume of documents from 1606 to 1692 is in an eighteenth century 
hand, many of the documents bearing the attestation of R. Hickman. The binding 

« Jefferson I>etter8, in the Library of Congress. This is an error, since a contemporary copy has 
l)een found among the '* fragile papers" in Jefferson's own possession at the time. 

^Thomas Jefferson to John 1). Burk, Monticello, February 21, 1S03. 

<*W. I). Johnston, Ilistonj of the Llhranj of Co/////vw, I, 17S. 

''Hening, SfahihAot lMr(jt\ I, 147, 152, 224. The lirst four volumes of this work were published 
in 1809. By an act of the assembly in 1S19 the work was completed. In 1828 the lirst four volumes 
were reprintetl. 

<^For the contents of this volume as late as 1624 stH» the List of Records. 
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is in calf and bears on the back the red hibel, ''Vir . Ueeords," Bound into the 
back of this volume is a small quarto of twenty-iive pages, containing outlines of 
documents in the Manuscript Records of the Company, which serves to identif}- the 
loose pages of the original records as Roll A. 42, and an abstract of Captain Argall's 
register during his government.^ The documents in the folio volume are chartei's, 
instructions, commissions, letters from the Privy Council, and other documents 
emanating from the Crown, together with one or two from the company and from 
the council in Virginia.'' That this volume is the one used I)}' Hening in his IStatHtrs 
and referred to as the 'M^land eopy"*^ is indicated by the contents as well as by the 
fact that it includes the quarto volume. His reason for citing it jus the ^' Bland copy '' 
can only be surmised, namely, that he had Mr. Jeffersoirs statement that it had been 
secured with the Bland library, an erroneous designation as is proved b}- Stith's 
statement in his preface, that R. Hickman made a copy of the Records for Sir John 
Randolph.*' But the volume has been known for the past century as the '• Bland 
copy," although its title as a **inckman" or a ''Randolph" volume would be more 
appropriate. 

The conclusions which have Ikmmi formed with regard to these original and 
contemporary manuscripts and the later transcripts disclose little concerning the 
circumstances under which they were made, or the original owners of the volumes. 
But the imi)ortant facts to discover, in order to determine their authenticity, are 
the period of the transcript and the documents from which the copies were made, 
and these facts in each case have l>een ascertiiined.'' 

«The document** there referrtnl to by page are notiHl in the " IJst of Reeords." The original 
register of Captain Argall has not been found. 

^ For the contents of this vohime see the List of Records. 

<^ Hening, Staintei^, I, 223, 224-238. 

^'Stith, History of Virgin'uiy Preface, which is date<l December 10, 1746. 

^ For published statements and discussions of the history and identity of the volumes in the 
Library of Congress which concern the Virginia Comi>any, as also of the Randolph copy, see: 

Robert C. Howison, HiMonj of Virginia^ I, 212 (footnote). 1843. 

Fordyc^ M. Hubbard, Life of Sir Francis Wyatt in Belknap'' h American Biography (footnote). 1843. 

Hugh Blair CJrigsby in the Stmiiieni Literary Me^jtenyeTf February, 1854. 

J[ohn] W[ingate] T[hornton], in the Ilitttoriral Magazine^ February, 1858. 

Charles Cam pbi»ll, UiMnry of Virginia, p. 174. 1860. 

William Green, in the Southern Literary Me»i*enger, September, 1863. 

Justin Winsor, Narratiee and Orilical History of America^ III, 158. 1885. 

Vj. 1). Neill, Virginia Company of London. 1889. 

J. Franklin Jameson, '*The Records of the Virginia Company.'* An address delivered before 
the Rho<le Island Historical Society, November 27, 1888. (The manuscript used by the Editor. ) 
Reviewe<l in the Magazine of American History trilh Notex and Queries, Vol. XXI, January-June, 188f». 
p. 82. 

Alexander Brown, in the Magazine of American History, April, 1893. 

Lyon (^. Tyler, in the Report of the American Jfistvrical Association, 1901 j I, 545-650. 
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The Library of Congress has recently acquired a large nunilK?r of transcripts 
of those manuscripts now in the libraries of Great Britain pertaining to the Virginia 
Company or to the colony under the authority of the company. It thus possesses 
reproductions of all of the Virginia material in the British Museum, the Privy Council 
office, the liodleian Library, and the Magdalene College Library, Cambridge. In the 
Public Record Office all do<,*quet notices on Virginia, all records of suits in chancery 
and the admiralty pertaining to Virginia, and the <juo warranto in the King's Bench, 
by which the company was dissolved, as well as the most important documents and 
correspondence, have been transcribed or photographed for the Library of Congress, 
but the correspondence of the planters, the less important correspondence of the 
company, and mere memoninda are yet to l)e tmnscrilied. The latter material is 
fairly outlined in the Ca/r/idar (tf StuU: Papers^ Colonial Series, 1574 to 1660, and in 
the Appendix of the eighth reix)rt of the lioyid C 'o)tniiit<xitm on IIistoriA^al Manuscripts^ 
or is printed elsewhere in full.'* 

The collection of publications bv the company belonging to the Library of 
Congress is fairly good. It contains twelve of those which were issued before 1616, 
but of the later books it has only tiiree. The Declamtion of 1620, the Declaration 
bv Waterhouse in 1622, and John Doime's Sermon of the same vear, in addition to 
Smith's General History, are the only ones of the eighteen now extant which are in 
the Library-. 

DOCUMENTS IN RICHMOND 

The colonial records in Richmond, Virginia, relating to the period of the 
company are extremely few in number. Fortunately the original documents, 
which are in the Library of Congress, were lx)rrowed or abstracted from the 
state house in time to save them from destruction during the Revolution or by 
fire in 1865.'' There are, however, two volumes of original records in the Virginia 
State land office containing grants of land in 1623 and 1()24, which were evidentl}^ 
entered bv William Clavlx)urne, at that time survevor for the colonv. The his- 
tory of contemporary documents before 1625, which are located in the district 
of the old settlement, mav thus ]>e })rieflv told. 

/ft ft 

The valuable collections of the Virginia Historical Soc»iety in Richmond 
embrace the John Itandolph of Roanoke transcripts described above, while the 
State library lias three sets of transcripts and one set of abstracts from the British 
Public Record Office. Of the latter the De •farnette papers, lt)06-161U, include only 

«A11 of these juipen* are incln(le<l in the Lis^t of Reeordp. 

^William G. Stanard, "The Virginia Archives" in the Jirport of the American Iliaiorical Asaocia- 
tioit, 1903, I, 645-664. 
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u few of the (loi'unicnts of intorest; in the Macdonald iiiul Wiiulor pajx^rsare full and 
careful copief< of sevenil of the lon^ and important documents, followinjr jrenerally 
the orthography of the originals; while the Sainsbury abstracts contain comparatively 
full outlines of those doi*uments included in the Caftndar (jf Sttiff Papt-rt*^ Colonial 
Series. 

MANUscKirrs IN thf: np:w york public library 

The New York Public Library is next in imi)ortance to the Library of Congress 
in manuscript material on the Virginia Compan}' and second only to the John Carter 
Brown Library of Providence, Rhcxle Island, in publications. In the Lenox branch 
of the New York Library is to be found a uni<jue set of documents n»lating to the 
settlement of Berkeley Hundred in l^JIi^, known as the Smyth of Nibley papers 
which '"are from the collection of Virginia manuscripts originally brought together 
l)V John Smvth (or Smith) of Niblev, the historian of the Ik^rkelevs, w^ho was liorn 
in 1567 and died in 1(541. The coll(»ction comprises over sixty jMijwrs, original and 
contemporary transcTipts, relating to the settlement of Virginia between 1H13 and 
1634. After passing into the hands of John Smyth the yoiuiger, and more recently 
into the Cholmondeley collection at Condover Ilall, Shropshire, the manuscripts 
were offered for sale in January, 18SS, by Mr. l^n'nard Quaritch, from whom 
they were lately bought and given to the New York Public Li))rarv by Mr. Alex- 
ander Maitland.'"'' With the exception of the manuscripts in the Ferrar collection 
relating to Smythe's Hundred, these form the only extant records of the important 
movement for private plantations in Virginia under the regime of the company. 
Two other valuable documents are now in the possession of the Lenox Library/ the 
holographic letter of John Pory, secretary of the colony, dated September 30, 1619, 
and Commissioner John Harvey's de<'laration of th(» State of Virginia in 1624. 

CH^LLECmONS OF AMERK^ANA 

The manuscripts in the Library of Congress, the Smyth of Nibley papers in the 
New York Public Library, and the patent books in Virginia are the only original 
records of the company or of the colony previous to 1(5:^5 now in America. But 
there are two public colle<*tions of Americana which ai-e extremely valuable for this 
l)eriod: The John Carter Brown Library in Providence, Rhode Island, which 
contiiins only books on America jMiblished before the year ISiH), and the New York 
Public Librarv. 

"Quotwl from the A></' York Ihihlic Lihran/ BuUetin (1897), I, (W, and (1899), III, 160. 
If List of RtHronls, Noh. 13:5 and 640. 
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In the John Carter Brown Library are two royal proclamations, which are the 
only documents of the <!haracter for the i>eriod in America: while a declaration of a 
division of land in 1616, which is a supplementary pamphlet in the Declaration by 
the Company of June 22, 1620, has no duplicate in existence, although there is an 
imperfect copy of the latter in the British Museum. The copy of the 1620 declara- 
tion in the Lenox Library is also unique, since it contains a different supplementar}' 
pamphlet of which there is but one other to l^e found, neither of which has hereto- 
fore been noted. '' It is a declaration of November 15, 162i), concerning the dispatch 
of supplies, and proves by its date that this is a later edition of the declaration of 
June 22. The John Carter Brown J^ibrary also contains a unique treatise by John 
Brinsley, Ijearing the date 1622, the only other copy of which is in the Lenox 
Library'. It has also two sermons, one by Patrick Copland, entitled Vlr(jln!a*x God 
he Tluinktil^^ with duplicates in the possession of Edward E. Ayer, and of the 
Pequot Library, 8outhix)rt, Connecticut, and one by John Doime, of which there 
are copies in the Lenox, the Aver, and the Congressional libraries. In addition 
to these rare l)ooks, the Declaration of Edward Waterhouse of 1622, containing 
"The Inconveniences that have happened, 1622,'' and OhxinxitlonM to be followed for 
snaking of jit r^^ontrs for ^ilk tron/hs^ 1620, including ''A valuation of the commodi- 
ties growing and to be had in Virginia; rated as they are worth,'' are to te found in 
the Providence collection, while the latter is also in the Harvard and the Lenox 
. libraries/ In the same year a Tnatise on the art of nufkln<j silk was published by 
John Banoeil, containing a royal letter of encouragement to the ¥jslv\ of Southampton, 
now to be found both in the Brown and tlu* Lenox libraries. 

The New York Pu})lic Librarv is second onlv in value to the John Carter 
Brown Library for this su)>ject. In addition to the l>ooks noted above it contains 
two unique publications of the company, the tirst is a broadside of May 17, 1620, 
which is the only copy known to the Editor. A catalogue of Bernard QuaritcJi, in 

«The other copy is in a private coHectiun in New York. This Hhrary has also the first editions of 
the deelaration of 1620; the treatise by Bun^H'il, reprinte<l in 1H22, containing the letters of the King 
and of the council; Patrick Copland's Virf/lnia's (itnl /w Thnuked^ an<l his Declaration how thf monieg 
were dii^posed, publisheil in 1622; Eflwanl Waterhouse*' h IMa ration itf the State of the Cohnpf 1622; John 
Donne's Sermon, 1622. 

^ There is a manuscript copy of this sermon in the Library of Congress. 

^*^The Inconrenienren'- was jmblishe<l se{)arately as a broadside, and copies are to be found in 
the Lenox Librarj- and in the collections of the Society of Antiquaries, London. A copy was in the 
Cholmondeley collection, which is probably the one mentioned in the Quaritch catalogue of May, 
1887. This, as also a copy of the OWro/Zioxj*, was sold to Mr. Kalbfleisch. The supposition 
that it was originally published as a part of the Declaration of P^lward Waterhouse does not seem 
valid, since the John Carter Brown coi)y is the only one containing the bn>adside, and the page 
in tliat case has evident Iv l)een trimnieil and inserted. 
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TRANSCRin^S IN THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Other attempt:? have l)een made to secure resources for research in America. 
Not only is there the aggregation of excerpts from the English documents in 
Richmond, as described al)Ove, and the acquisition of transcripts in the Library- 
of Congress within recent years, but half a century ago a similar interest was 
displayed by collectors and historians in New Y'ork City, forming three collec- 
tions which are to-dav in the I^nox Library. 

William H. Aspinwall, a merchant, secured among other papers the Chalmers 
collection of letters and documents relating to Virginia from 16<>6 to 1775. They 
were in turn sold to Sanuiel I^itham Mitchell l^rlow, a lawyer and notable 
collector of New York City, from whom a part were purchased b\' the library, 
while others i-ame to the L<miox with the Bancroft transiripts in 1893. Chalmers 
had Ijeen a clerk in the State i>aper office and seems to have taken these 
extracts, outlines, and sometimes full copies from the Plantation office papers, 
since he contiiuiallv refers to them in his Political Annuls." They are modem- 
ized transcripts, failing to follow the early orthography, abbreviations, and 
capitalization. The writing is cramped and often almost illegible, while the 
table of contents is incomplete and useless. They comprise (1) a series of brief 
outlines of Privy Council ordei's: {"2) extracts from the Dudley-Carleton papers: 
(3) outlines of additional Council order>; (4) a calendar of certain of the colonial 
State papei's: (5) outlines of council orders dealing with other trading companies. 
All of the original documents are at present in the Public Record Office and are 
noted in the Bibliographical List of Records following. 

The Bancroft papers relating to Virginia and the Simancas Archives are well 
bound, clear, and apparently careful, correct, and full copies of the documents 
included. The first two volumes of the Bjuicroft collection bearing on the Virginia 
Company are transi'ripts of many of the doi'umenti* in the State paper office, 
probably made in 1852 by Noel Sainsbury. but the list is not complete. While 
the peculiar and characteristic signs of abbreviation are not followed, the orthog- 
raphy seems to be accurate throughout. Furthennore, the collection includes 
the document entire, imless otherwise indicated. The table of contents is carfeul 
and correct.* The "Simancas Archives"' is a volume of transcripts of "•Papers 
in the Simancas Archives relating to the History of Virginia and other portions 

«See a statement by Virt^r H. Paltsit<. April 14, 1SV»6, in?erte<l in t\w first vnlume nf tliese 
papers now in the Len«»x. 

*» The document:* transi.Til)tfil in Ynjth the Chalmers- Bsirlow and the Bancn»ft volumes are nc.te<l 
in the li.«t of Reconls un«ler "Remarks." 
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of -fVnierica between 1608 and 1(>24, made for Alexander Brown and many of 
them used by him in his book, T/te (je)itm^ of the U. S,''' The only document 
relating to Virginia which is not reproduced in that collection is a repetition 
of the proclamation of the King of England concerning tobacco, bearing the date 
November 12, 1624. 

collp:cti()ns in England 

FKKKAU l»AI»Klts 

The most unique collection in England for the study of the Virginia Company 
is that in the ])os.scssion of Magdelenc Oollege, Cambridge. As the property of % 
Nicholas and John Fcrrar, who were second only to Sir Edwin Sandys in their / 
actiyity in the company, it would be inyaluablo; l)ut its imiKJrtance is further 
enhanced by the fact that it contains the correspondence and ixii)ei's of Sir Edwin 
Sandj's himself. These seyonty-eight pajwrs, which are cither records of the 
company or yitall}' concern it, cover the i)eriod of the Sandys-Southampton influence 
from 1617 to the summer of 1623. They were the property of Dr. Peckard, 
master of Magdalene College in 1790, and were bequeathed to the college upon his 
death. It is probable that the greater part of the collection came from the Ferrar 
family through Dr. Peckard's wife, Martha Ferrar, the great granddaugher of 
John Ferrar, since the Virginia papers form but one-third of the group. The remain- 
ing papers concern family afl'airs only, and date from 1601 to the middle of the 
eighteenth century. Some of them are doubtless those received from the Earl of 
Dorset by Dr. Peckard, when he was i)reparing his Mcnttplrf* (»f NlrlkohiH Ferrar.^^ 

The first knowledge of the Ferrar papers in later years was communicated to 
the Virginia Magazine of History by Michael Lloyd F(»rrar, Little (lidding, Ealing, 
England. He sent a number of tninscripts and photographs of letters to the maga- 
zine for publication, among which wen* some half dozen bearing on the affairs of 
the company, but the number which he was permitted to reproduce was limited 
by the college. While Mr. Ferrar was completing a history of the Fernir family 
the entii'C collection was deposited at his home, and it was therefore in Ealing in the 
fall of 1903 that the Editor was first permitted by th(» authorities of the college to 
*Ssee and note the contents'' of the pipers. Before the following sununer Mr. Ferrar 
had died and the collection had been retuined to Cambridge, w^here complete trans- 
cripts of all letters and photographs of all documents relating to the Virginia 
Compaii}' were made for the Library of Congress under the supervision of the 
Editor. 

« In this work Dr. Peckard statt's that the Earl of Dor8t>t had had hiw library searched and 
liad sent him a few loose imjiers Monginp to the Virginia Company. 
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These papers are loose, many of them U^ng much damaged, and it is apparent 
that they are a part of a larger collection which must have l>een neglected while in 
the possession of the family. There are some cnvelojx*s without letters, many 
rough memoranda hy both Nicholas and John Ferrar, some account books, and some 
rough drafts of petitions to the House of C onunon< and of discussions on the 
silkworm. The autogmphs which they furnish of both Nicholas and John Ferrar 
have been of no little interest, as well as value, for the identification of other papers 
in the Public Jtr'cord Office, and in the Libi-arv of Conjrnss. Furthermore, the 
proof that Nich(»hi> Ferrar himself sui)i*rvi.>ed the transcript of the court Inxik is 
thus gained. 

In this collection arc tw(»nty-tlirec pai>ers which aie veritable records of the 
company'." Two documents give our only knowledge of the finan<-ial affairs of 
Smvthe's Hundred, slijrht indeed, but from them comes additional information 

/^ concerning the system of org;inization of the societies for private adventure- Sundry 
'other uni(|ue though scattered documents are among these paix?r>, such as receipts 
for money expended, showing the method of business, reixuts of conunittees. and of 
proceedings of the commissioners, revealing the bitterness of the factions, di-afts or 
original records of certain courts, forming the only proof of the accuracy of the 
copies of the court books, and three n(*w proceedings of the couits of the Somers 
Islands Company. One of the latter is evidently a blotter and n^veals the methods 
used in keeping the court book. The y//// tntrrnntn in English, which was served 
uix)n the treasurer and company, would have beiui of the greatest value had not the 
original record of the suit in the King's Hench just been discovered. Another 
doinmient of great value is the receipt referred to alK)ve. which i)roves that a court 
liook was regularly kept by the company from its very l>eginning. It reveals how 
much has lx*en lost. 

The series, consisting of twenty letters from Sir Edwin Sandys to John Ferrar, 
shows more clearly than any other documtMits we possess'' who the real managers of 
the affairs were and what was the spirit of the Sandys faction. The absolute confidence 
which Sir Edwin Sandys had in John Fernir and his great love for both of the brothers 
is significant. Moreover, the knowledge of the affairs of the comi>any, the careful 
watch over every act and movement affecting the business, the deep and earnest 
plans for the advancement of its interests revealed in these letters prove that Sir 

V Edwin Sandys was the keen financial manager of the undertaking. It was evidently 
he who determined what the policy should be; he was appjirently the statesman 

«List of Keconl-, Nos. 76, 13s, lt>4. i>oS. 2r>9, .UKi, MW, :^M. 4lM, 423, 470, 47*», 5:W, 541, 543, and 
the quo Hxtrninto. 

ff For these letters see IhUL, Nos. 1L>1), 131, i:ii, i:^, 171, 181, HU, n»7, 211, 219, 271, 275, 282, 307, 
315, 316, 317, 364, 368. 
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and the politician, directing tho inothod of address to the lords of the eouncil or the 
attitude to be assumed toward the Crown, controlling the courts so that he might be 
present when there was danger of faction, concealing the information received from 
the colony when he feared it would entjxil criticism. Much of the personal feeling 
and animosity that existed is here shown, and much also which reveals actual 
financial conditions. 

The last group of these jxipiM-s comi)rises thirty-Hve letters, all but one or two 
of which were written })V planters or adventurers, r(»sident in the colony, to Sir 
Edwin Sandvs. " Of these, tive came from (lovernor Yeardlev. ten from either John 
Pory or George Thor|)e, secretiiries in the colony at different times, and two from 
the cape merchant; of the remainder, at kiist ten are from colonists whose oj)inions 
and reports have not reached us in any otluM* way. These letters are as full of 
complaint with regard to the insufficient suppliers siMit with new planters, as are the 
letters in the Manchester i>apers which Sir Nathaniel Rich and the Earl of Warwick 
used as a basis of accusation agjiinst the management of the company, but they 
differ from the other complaints in that they are kindly in spirit. Mr. Pory\s letters 
arc full of definite information concerning the affairs, needs, and hope.s of the 
colon}', while (lOvernor Yeardlev also gives some valuabh* statements with regard to 
new settlers, the council, the relations with the Indians, and the government of the 
colony; both complain of the scant provisioning of the new settlers. The burden of 
the Yeardley letters, however, is the investigation of the affairs of ("aptain Argall 
and the consecpient criticism drawn upon himself from Lord Rich. Unfortunately, 
comparatively few additional data are afforded concerning the Argall affair either by 
Pory or by Yeardley. The planters themselves tell nuich of their condition and of 
the districts in which they have settled, but the theme of their letters is most likely 
to be a demand for promised payment^ or a complaint as to the scarcit}'^ of provisions 
and clothes. The attitude toward Yeardley is generally favomble, John Rolfe alone 
supporting Argall and criticizing the governor. As from all correspondence of 
such a characti^r, new ideas are gained, new points of view, and often additional 
knowledge of relations with the Indians and with one another. Many of these 
letters are annotated hy John PVrrar, revealing the degree of importance which he 
attached to their various and often conflicting statement^. 

PUBLIC RKCORD OFFK^K — MANCUESTKK PAPERS 

A class of documents, very similar in chanicter but of quite different spirit, is 
the Manchester papers, now in the Public Record Office, London. Itobert, Earl of 
Warwick, and his cousin. Sir Nathaniel Rich, were both members of the company. 

oForth(»se letters, Ht»i> I.int of KiM-onin, Nun. 93, 94, 115, 119, 1.S4, 153, 156, 158, l«r>, 173, 179, 180, 
235, 238, 239, 241, 24.3-250, 252-255, 285, 343, 4<>H. 
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Sir Nathaniel was a leader in the Warwick faction, while Earl Robert, after the 
dissolution of the company in 1024, Iwcanio a nieni))er of the council for Vir^nia. 
The third wife of the Earl was Eleanor, Countess of Sussex, daughter of Richard 
Wortle}', and she, after the death of the Earl of Warwick, married, as her fourth 
husband, Edward Montague, second Earl of Manchester. Thus it is that the 
Kimbolton manuscripts, which arc* the records of the Duke of Manchester, contain 
a large collection of petition^^, declarations, memomnda, letters, and lists which 
emanated from the Warwick faction of the Virginia Comiwny." Many of these are 
holographs of Nathaniel Rich and Alderman Johnson, prime movers in that conflict. 
Henry Montague, Viscount Mandeville and later FauI of Manchester, was at one 
time lord president of the Privy Council. Therefore many of the Manchester papers 
may have lielonged to him. The autographs, however, identify those which concern 
the Virginia Company as having t>elonged to Nathaniel Rich. 

The Manchester and the Fermr [mjM^rs therefore present the two sides of this 
conflict, not in open court or even in private contest, but in the private documents 
and memoranda of the leadi'rs. The collections are of about the same size, there 
l>eing sixty-six papers in the Manchester series, to seventy -eight in the Ferrar group. 
These, also, are unlx)und, but since the greater part are rough notes of documents, 
or drafts of propositions or sjx^eches, they are much more diflicult to decipher than 
the Ferrar papers. Indeed many of them are almost illegible, and not a few are 
unintelligible, having no connecting thought. 

A dozen of these papers may l)e considered documentary; that is, rough copies 
of letters, ]>etitions, and declarations, or of acts of the comjxiny, or of its meml)ers 
and officers in an official capacity. A few of these only are to be found among the 
other records of the company. Like the rest of the set, they, almost without 
exception, concern the accusations against the Sandys-Southampton management. 
Three of them are |)etitions or letters concerning the extent of the tolmcco trade, 
but the rest are petitions to the King against one faction or the other, and answers 
to those petitions. Of these, one of the most important is a copy of the opinion 
of counsel concerning the powers conferred on the Virginia Comi>any by the 
several letters patent.^ Accusiition and defense are set forth in these documents, 
but the headings of speeches, the drafts of propositions, and the notes from docu- 
ments on which the arguments are based proclaim the motives and methods of the 
accusers. No proof could be clearer than these memoranda by Alderman Johnson 
and Nathaniel Rich that the company was to l)e overthrown by fair means or foul. 
In two or three papers are carefully prepared lists of alleged evil deeds of Sir 

«Thef»e Manclif'ster fvajwrs art' **alernlaretl by the RmjaJ t'ommlsshu on HiMoncal ^fa1lus^r^f4*, 
Report VIII, Part 2. 

'>List of Reconls, p. 140, No. 170. 
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Exlwin Sandys and catalopfuen of the faults and errors of the company, while the 
criticisms of the policy and of the management of the company are set down in 
order, based on letters from colonists, of which there are eleven in the collection. 
In these criticisms and drafts of propositions much information is afforded 
concerning the management, organization, and condition of the colony and com- 
pany. Thus, various books kept by the comimny during Sir Thomas Smythe's 
time, and not otherwise known, are mentioned.'* Five or six rough drafts of 
propositions concerning the tobacco and salary question are also to be found 
here, as well as numerous statements of sums adventured, of the number of men 
sent to the colony, lists of meml>ers favorable to one faction or the other and 
candidates for office from lM>th parties. Many of the rough notes of both Johnson 
and Rich furnish the only source of information concerning the directions given 
to the commissioners apjx)inted by the Crown to investigate the condition of the 
company and of the colony and their acts and reports, but a fact of greater sig- 
nificance is this, that the Warwick collection contains a dozen rough drafts of 
directions to those commissioners, of charges against the compan}' to be sent to 
that body, of preliminary reports concerning the government of Virginia, and of 
projects for the settlement of the government and the colony. The source of the 
schism is here revealed, and the accusation by Sandys that accuser and judge were 
one is justified.* 

COLONIAL AND DOMESTIC STATE PAPERS 

The other large group of Virginia records, consisting of over one hundred 
and twenty separate documents, is found among the colonial and domestic papers 
deposited in the Public Record Office. The source of this collection is uncertain. 
Much of it came from the Plantation Offices and perhaps from the Privy Council 
Office. The consolidation of deposit^iries took place in 1578, but the efforts of 
Dr. Thomas Wilson, the first clerk of the papers, to force the previous and 
incumbent magistrates to hand over all documents to the State, were evidently 
often unavailing, and hence it was that the creation of a State Paper Office was 
not really accomplished until the period of the company. After Sir Thomas 
Wilson succeeded his uncle during the reign of James I the aid of the King was 
much relied upon, and, though partially succCvSsful, the recent revelation of quasi- 
public documents in private collections shows that not only earlier Init later 
officials considered papers of record private property.^ Thus some of the Salis- 

o List of Ret-ords No. 4;W. 

* A letter from Sir Pxlwin Sandys to John Ferrar, citeil in the List of Reirords, No. 317. 

<^8cargill-Bird, A Guide to the lyocuments in the Public Record Office^ Introduction, p. xxxvi. See 
also W. N. Sainsbury, "Calendar of Documents relating to the History of the State Paper Office to 
the year 1800," m the Deputy Keej^ern Report, No. So, Appendix, No. 7, pp. 212-293. 
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bury papers, which Wilson failed to secure, are now at Hatfield House; and others 
have passed with the Lansdowne collection into the British Museum, where they 
are known as the Burghley papers. Similarly, the Cottonian papers in the Museum 

\ origrinalh' belonged to Sir Robert Cotton in the time of James I. 

Among the State Papers deposited in the Record Office are the letters to 
John Ferrar, dated from Virginia in April, lt>23, which may have been seized by 
the commission appointed on May 9, 1628, to investigate the affairs of the com- 
pany. There, too, are found the attested copies of lettei's and records in the 
colony which concern the Harvey Commission, sent to the commission in England 
by toward Sharpless. A few of these pa|>ers seem to have belonged to the 
company, such as the documents i>ertaining to the Walloons and dated 1621; 
Pory's report from Virginia, in the same year: and two copies of documents by 
Collingwood, dated the latter part of 1623." All of these facts lead to the con- 
clusion that a part of the records of the commissions, and a part of the confis- 
cated records of the company are here deposited. If so, where are the remainder 
of these most valuable documents?^ 

The colonial j^apers and the domestic correspondence include about forty -eight 
which are recoixk, and al)out nineteen which are documentarv in character. 
The first group contains, among other papers, many of the petitions and letters 
addressed to the King and to the Privy Council, and many others of the council. It 
is thus apiwrent that the royal correspondence of the Privy Coimcil and the Privy 
Council papers which should accom[)any the register are in this collection. To the 
second group l^elong those i>a|)ers which contain projects presented by individuals and 

^ answers to such propositions, lists of adventures for the company, and also lists 
of men sent to the colony and of lands granted in Virginia. Among these papers 
are seven letters from colonists, in addition to alx)ut fiftv which mav be consid- 
ered subsidiary correspondence in that thev refer incidentally to the affairs of 
the company. Such are the Mandeville-Conway, Middlesex-Conway, Chaml>erlain- 
Carleton, Conway -Calvert, and Xethersole-Carleton letters. 

RECORI>S OF COURTS 

In the libels of the adminiltv court, instance and prize, are found records of 
suits in which the Virginia Comjiany is plaintiff. As a [)art of the controversy* in 
which William Wye ap[x»ars as defendant is the suit of Yonge rx, Roberts; 
while the fragment of the rei»ord of the VauI of Warwick rr. Edward Bruister 

«Ligt of Rect>nlg, pp. 145, ff., Nus. 227, 24.S, 444. 520, 579. 

^ For a discussion of the fate of the missing rei-onl}? and the proljability as to their existence, 
Bee ch. V, pod. 



rut: (OLLJJVTJOSS of DOCI MESTIS, 1616-I(U.i 65 

concerning the trouble over the ships Xcjptune and Tna^uriv eonipletes the list of 
eases in that court which in any way affect the Virj^inia Company. The latter is so 
torn and defaced that but for an occasional date or fact, it affords no infonnation of 
value. Anionj^ the other formal material of the suit against Wye are two valuable 
documents, namely, the coimnission ji^iven to Wye and a letter from the treasurer 
and council to Sir (ieorge Yeardl(\v, dated June 21, KUD. In the latter are valuable 
references to Argall, and the complaints against W^e, though torn and illegible, 
reveal something of the loss estimated as resulting from the failure to settle the 
passengers in Virginia. These records of the admiralty court have not hereto- 
fore been published, although they were cited by K. G. Marsden in his discussion 
of those documents." But the chancerv files, which have furnished the records 
of suits by the Virginia Company, have onU' just been indexed, and hence the 
documents have not heretofore been known. 

The record of the (/no trarmnfo suit bv which the Virginia Company was over- 
thrown has been erroneously declared to })e not extant, a mistake due to a differ- 
ence in view with regard to the court out of which such a writ would be issued 
and a.s to the court in which the writ would be returnable. Hence the search 
for the dcH'unient has hitherto been conducted in the Petty Bag of the C'hancery 
instead of in the coram rege roll of the King's Bench. It was in the latter roll that 
the full record of the writ, the pleadings, and the judgment were discovered by the 
Editor in the fall of 1908.'' In A (HuUh to th* IJfKutnrnts hi the I^nhlic liearrd Office 
Mr. Bird gives the following explanation of the pladtd dr quo vHtrnnito: They 
*' consist of the pleadings and judgments on writs of 'quo warranto' in nature of 
writs of right on behalf of the King against those who claimed or usurped any 
office, franchise, or liberty. The pleadings and judgments on writs of 'quo war- 
ranto' or of 'quo titulo clamat' took place in the King's Bench or the Exchequer 
and are enrolled on the 'coram rege rolls' or the 'memoranda rolls' accordingly."^ 
The statement in the court book of the company is that the '^company had been 
served with process out of the King's Bench bv virtue of a quo warranto." It was 
this clue and that from Mr. Scargill-Bird that led the Editor to conduct the search 
successfully in the coram regi^ roll. 

In the Record Oflice are also the docquet books, which afford some knowledge 
of the grants of the King affe(^ting the customs on tobacco, and the patent rolls, 

« R. Ci. Man*<len, "Kivords of tlie Admiralty Court" in the Tranmctions of the Royal HisUjrical 
ASocietyj new serie»«, Vol. XVI, 1K)-9<1 Many parts of these records are undecipherable, and as a 
result the tranw^Tipts made for tlie Library of (^jnj^ress are ineomplete. 

ft For a discussion of the content of the document, see po.'</, p. 103. 

c P. 166. 
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which contain the letters patent of 1606, 1609, and 1612. In the colonial entry 
books and among the proclamations of the King are orders of the Privy Council 
and of the King, all of which are recorded in the Privy Council register. 

PRIVY COUNCIL REGISTER 

Since the Privy Council took no direct part in the affairs of the company 
between 1617 and the summer of 162'^, its orders related to those regulations which 
would enable the acts of the company to advance the interests of the kingdom, leaving 
absolute jwwor to the company as the proprietor. Thus fully one- half of it^ thirty 
measures during those tive years were reprieves of prisoners, with the warrants nec- 
essary to send them to Virginia or orders enabling children to be transferred from 
the cities of the kingdom to the colony. During this period the Crown commenced 
its attempts to secure a revenue from the tobacco tmde, and a series of orders finally 
resulted in the approval of the contract with the company in February of 1622 3. 
In its foreign and external relations the comi^any was of course subject to the action 
of the Privv Council, and hence the orders in council concerned the contest with 
Spain over the attack of the Treii><f(rtr, Furthermore, the disagreement with the 
northern colony concerning tishing privileges had to be adjusted by the council and 
resulted in the renewal of the patent to the northern colon\' and in regulations as 
to rights of tishing. It was in the sunuuer of 1622 that the first movement was 
made which brought the difficulties between the factions into the open board. 
The i>etition of John Bargrave against Sir Thomas Smythe, Alderman Johnsoa, 
and others, in which they were accused of mismanagement, resulted in the defeat of 
Bargrave six months later, as was to have been expected from the hostility of the 
Crown to the party in Parliament led \iy Sir Edwin Sandys, of which Bargrave 
was evidently a member at that time. But the storm broke in the following April, 
when the commission was appointed to inquire into the true state of the Vii-ginia 
and Somers Islands companies. From that date until the dissolution of the com- 
pany in the sunmier of 1624 the council busied itself with the affairs of the company. 
No less than 31 orders are recorded which create commissions and empower them 
to investigate both the colony and the company and in the end to assume the 
functions of government in the name of the Crown, while seven of these documents 
pass directly l)etween the council and the colony, and no other measures were con- 
sidered except those which enabled the Warwick faction to tear down the work of 
the adventurers and to take into its own hands the control of the entire business. 
These forms of government, planned by the Crown and the commissions here 
recorded, bv which the authoritv was vested in the commissioners and later in a 
committee of the Privy Council, stand for the Ix^ginning of royal control. Here- 
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tofore, with a few exceptions, these orders have l)een known onl}^ through the 
calendar of state papers, and even then not more than one-half have ))e^n included. 
The Privy Council Office and its recoi*ds are loc^ited in the treasury building, 
Whitehall, London; the registers of the council orders are kept in the clerk's office 
but all of the early registers are properly a))out to }>e transferred to the Public 
Record Office. These registers contain the orders of the council, and, after 
Charles I, also the petitions received and the letters issued by the council. In 
the earlier reigns such documents were not recorded; whether they were even 
preserved as public documents is not certain, although, as stated above, many of 
them have found their way to the Rt^cord Office and are there calendared among 
the colonial, domestic, or foreign papers. There is a collection of such original 
material, dating from the close of th<» seventeenth century, in the tre^isury building.'' 

BRITISH Ml'SKUM 

The collection of manuscripts from which the most valua]>le returns might be 
expected is in the British Museum. The documents there deposited are small in 
numlxjr but they are of great value*, and none of them have heretofore lK*en printed. 
The originals of the precedents for patents of the Virginia C/ompany, which are now 
noted for the first time, evidently formed a part of the re<'ords of the comimny, and 
it may l)e that the}' are some of the copies of the records made under the supervision 
of Nicholas Ferrar, or they may be the drafts of |)fttents which were tiled by the 
company according to an order of its court. Not only is the writing similar to nuich 
of that in the contemporary transcripts of the court l>ook, ])ut they are unsigned 
copies, and the headings of a number of them seem to be in the autograph of Kdward 
Collingwood. The caption of the series shows that the c^opies were made for the sake 
of pi'eserving the form, and rejids as follows: "'President's of Patents, Grants & 
Commissionei*s by the Virginia Company. 1021."'' The company' thus preserved the 
legal form of the various grants. Four of them are of value not only for the form 
but for the knowledge they furnish of the distinction made between the four classes 
of adventurers: those who paid money into the treasury and agreed to plant one 
hundred persons, those who established a private planbition, those who were private 
planters, and those whose *' shares exceedinge 50 acf are exempted from payinge 
any Rent to 3'*' Company for the persons they transporte."' In addition certain 
knowledge is afforded concerning the grants. Two out of the other nine documents 
are commissions granted to ownera and masters of ships for vo^-ages to Virginia, by 

oThe clerk's office is entered from Downinjr stn.vt, but the library containing tlie ori>rinal docu- 
ments must he reache<l through tlu^ main entnince on Wliitehali. 

6 "List of Records," pj). 149 ff., Xos. 250, 257, 267, 27(>-278, 298, 299, 323-325. The volume is cata- 
lofi^ed as Additional MSS., 14^85, 



68 IXTRODICTION 

which they are to transport passengers to Virginia. Another is a covenant by the 
company to pay for the victualing and transporting of passengers, while still another 
is for the transporting of goods only. Other forms are those used for granting 
rights of fishing on the cojist of America, for voyages to Virginia, and free fishing 
along the shores, and others still for discovery, fishing, and trading in furs in 
Virginia. The covenant signed by William Ewens in which he agreed to fit out the 
ship Gef*7ye reveals the form of contract recjuired of the masters of ships by the 
company. 

These papers form the last group in a volume which contains "A Catalogue of 
the Nobility of England in the time of King James the first,-" 162t), and "A list 
of all the Officers belonging to Courts of Justice the Kings household & Reuenue 
w**" their seuerall fees." There are several signs for identification, but none which 
indicate the original owner of the volume. It is a small <iuarto in leather, bearing 
the signature, '•H Cowle A. 29," on the inner cover, and also the arms of James 
Bindley with the motto, ''unus et idem." At the bottom of the same cover is 
written the following: "'Purchased at the sale of W. Herwicks library at Sotheby's, 
27 Apr. 1S()3. (Lot 427)," while on the s<'cond fly leaf in the upper right-hand 
corner is the inscription: '"The gift of ^P Dan' Prince, Bookseller. Oxford — July 
23*! 1776.'' Farther than this the history of the papers is unknown. 

Another set of documents in the Museum is also unique. One of these sup- 
plies all that is known- outside of the court l)ook and a single reference in ArgalFs 
register book regjirdi ng the controversy over the grant of land to John Martin in 
Virginia. The other lett<»rs from Martin to his brother-in-law. Sir Julius Caesar, 
written in December, 1022, give startling suggestions with regard to an ideal policy 
for the colony. '^The manner howe to bringe in the Indians into subiection w"* 
out makinge an utter extirpation of them ..." is the heading of the paper in 
which Martin proiK)ses to disable the main body of the enemy b}- cutting them 
otr from their sources of supply at home and by destroying their trade. He would 
thus require two hundred soldiers "^Contyiuiallie harrowinge and burneingeall their 
Townes in wynter." By this means and by gaining a store of gniin for two years' 
supph', he plans for the recovery from the massacre. In order to secure the entire 
territory from the Indians, in a second letter he propounds a scheme by which the 
Crown or the company can make a '*Royall plantation for gods glory his Ma"*: 
and Ko^all progenves euer happines and the Companies exceedinge good." The 
responsibility and control was to be thrown ui>on the shires of England. The 
fact that the Martin letters have not heretofore been generally known may be due 
to an error in the catalogue. They appear under the name ^'Tho. Maitin" instead 
of *STho. Martin." « 

"Li«t of Records, Nos. .'{78, ;W4, :J85. 
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Two other projects for the advancement of the colony are in the same collection 
of papers; one by ('aptain Bargmve, hr(»ther of the Dean of Canterbury, is dated 
December S, lt]28, and the other a year later. The latter relates to the division of 
income from toba<'co between the King, the plant<M', and the grower, with a reward 
to those endeavoring to preserve the plantation, but approves the Ditchlield offer. 
The Ditchlield offer itself is also in this collection.^' Captain Bargrave's proposition 
for the government of the colony stands midway bt^tween absolute royal control 
and full autononu' of the planters, and holds an important place in the develop- 
ment of the plans from the proprietary to the royal colony. Furthermore, it is 
mther significant that in the collection of Sir Julius Caesar are to be found the propo- 
sitions of Martin, of Hargrave, and the document by which the connnission was 
finally appointed in UJ24, to establish the government in Virginia under royal control. 
Sir Julius Ca»sar, having Ikhmi a judge of admiralty under Elizal)eth and chancellor 
of the exchcHjuer in the reign of »James I, became master of the rolls on January 
16, 1010 11, and one of the keepers of the great s<»al on May 3, 1621. His position 
evidently (»nabled him to secure a large coll(»ction of valuable drafts of documents. 
This was sold at auction in 1757. One-third of the collection was purchased by the 
Earl of Shelburne (I^ord Ijjinsdowne) from Webb and came to the Museum among 
the Lansdowne pa|)ers. 

Two colle<'tions of printed material of the company are to })e found in England, 
the British MustMun and the Society of Antiquaries. While the British Museum has 
a large number of the earlier publications, it possesses only the declaration of June 
22, 1620, and also the uni(iue note of shipping of 1620, the onh' other copy of which 
is owned })V the Society of Anticjuaries. The collection of that society is rich in 
royal proclamations, besides ix)ss(*ssing a copy of the Note of Shipping, 1621, and 
of the lNConrrn!r?u'C''< of 1622. The scattering documents to be found in private 
collections throughout England are often valuable, but nowhere else is to be found 
any considerable number of papers or any that are of great importance.'' 

a LL^t of Rei'onlH, Nog. <)04 and 733. 

^For tho.<t» docuineiitH in private colUrtions, see tlie List of Records. In the (^>neluding Beetion 
of this '* IntrtMluetion" will be found a diwnission of the collections which have l)een sean-hiKl in vain 
for material relatin;^ to the Virj^iniaCoinpiiny. Furthermore, a statement wdll there be found of those 
families in whose f)os8(»«sion ^'e should exj)ect to fin<l Virginia records, because of their connection with 
the men prominent in the company or in the commissions which sup]>lanted the comj>any. A very 
helpful article, entitled **The Stuart Pa[)ers," is publishe<l by Mrs. S. C. Lomas, in the Traimxrtiom of 
the Royal HiMorical Sftcit'tif, new series, XVI, 97-132. 



Organization of the Company 

In order to comprehend what the records of the company were and what their 
value, it is necessary to gain an understanding of the system which the coiporation 
worked out in order to further its purposes. The forms and usages of the company 
after 1619 were determined by the charters gninted by the King and by the ''Orders 
and Constitutions" which it adopted in 1619 and printed in June, 1620,^ although the 
latter were altered or newly interpreted from time to time by action of its courts. 

The membership of the company was unlimited and was gmnted by the courts 
to anyone who had '* adventured" £12 10s. for a share of stock or to whom the com- 
pany had awarded a share of stock for services.* The distinction between a member 
who was free of the company and an owner of land in Virginia was brought out in a 
controversy on February 19, 1622 3, in which a proposition to limit the adventurers 
to those approved by the generality met with opposition on the ground that land in 
Virginia was held in free and connnon socjige and could not be forbidden to any man. 
But Sir John Brooke, the legal authority in the company, declared that such exclusion 
was agreeable to the law since it was a question of a vote in a court and not a ques- 
tion of ownership of land. The argument was Imsed on the power to withhold the 
privilege of voting from Samuel Wroth, who was under censure, and similarly on 
the power to exclude any man who had purchased land from a member who was 
indebted to the compan}^ until the debts were paid. This discussion also revealed 
that no oath of tidelit}^ was required in the Virginia Compan}' as in the Muscovy 
and other corporations. At a later date the King proposed that no member should 
be free of the courts who had not sent men to the colon}^ as planters, claiming that 
less than thirty of the adventurers could meet the requirement The power to dis- 
franchise an unworthy member was reserved to the company. 

«Li«t of Records, No 183. 

^MS. Reconis of the Virginia Company of Ixmdon, (ourl Book^ Vol. I, Nov. 15, 1619. 

cJbul, II, Feb. 19, 1622/3; I, Nov. 8, 1619. 
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The niemters mot in four great or quarter courts, held on the last Wednesday 
except one of each law term. On the Monday ])receding they assembled in a prepar- 
ative court and on every Wednesday fortnight thereafter in a common or ordinary 
court, as required by the charter of 1012; and they might also be summoned to 
an extraordinar\' court >)v the treasurer or deputy. The meetings were held in the 
private houses of various members of the company'' until the time of the tolmcco 
contract, when a company house was established. 

In the quarter court the adventurers elected all councilors and principal officers 
of the company and colony, made all laws and ordinances, confirmed all grants of 
land, settled all questions of tnide, and passed all measures which should bind the 
company for a term of years. Their action with regard to questions of a new charter 
and of investment for the colony was legsil only when transacted in a quarter court, 
but they might transfer to other courts actions which concerned correspondence 
with the lord treasurer or similar business. Fifteen of the generality and five 
of the council formed a quorum for the ordinary couits, and in those they signed 
warnmLs, ordered the payment of bills |)assed by the auditors, and sealed bills of 
adventure. In that meeting also were perfected conunissions for transportation 
of men and provisions and for trade and barter. Special officers and committees 
were appointed in this court, and even actions of great importance, such as the 
dissolution of the magazine or the extension of freedom of the company to hon- 
orary members, were consummated.'' 

The officers chosen b}- the comjmny were a council, a treasurer, a deputy, 
auditoi's, a general committee of sixteen, a secretary, a bookkeeper, a husl>and, and 
a l)eadle. The adventurers looked to the treasurer or governor not only as the 
president and moderator, but as the manager of their business interests, and expected 
him to 1m? responsible for the policy of the company in its relations with the govern- 
ment and to fornmlatt and present plans for the development of the plantation and 
the profit of the adventurers. To him was entrusted the supervision of the treasury 
and the collection of monevs. 

The care of the court books was given to the deputy. It was his duty to attend 
to the engrossing of the orders and resolutions of the courts, the registration of 
letters to and from the company, and the fornuilation of statements to l)e given to 
the public. He also kept the court of the committees and sujxMTised the issue of 
warrants. 

The council was a body, gradually increasing in size, elected for life, and was 
sworn bv the lord chancellor or bv the lord chamberlain. In the earlier vears it was 
the most important conunittee of tht^ generality of the company, but after 1(>21 its 

*' MS. Kecijrdsof tlie Virginia Company of Ix>ndon, Court Ihtitk, Vol. II, May 24, 1623. 

'' IhUI., I, Dec. 15, 1011); DtM-. .{, 1019; Jan. 12, 1019 20; Fe»). 10, 1019 20; PVl). 22, 1019/20. 
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duties seein oftentimes to have been assigned to the auditors or to special committees. 
According to the ''Orders and Constitutions'" its chief care was the preparation of 
laws for the company and for the colony, the issue of instructions to the governor 
and council of the colony, and the formation of a preliminary court for the trial of 
the officers of the company or of the colon3\ But the practice in the courts was to 
refer to it those difficult duties for which its titled and distinguished poi*sonnel made 
it especially fit. To it was referred, as a final resort, the examination of the claims of 
John Martin, the attempts to gain a statement of accounts from the old magazine, 
and the settlement or arbitration of both the Bargrave and the Argall cases. " 

A body called the ''committees" was at first composed of twelve members, six 
being chosen annually, but lat<ir the number was increased to sixteen, four being 
elected anew each yetir.* Its duties were chiefly to attend to the buying and 
selling of the connnodities of the conipany, and to the furnishing of ships depailing 
for Virginia. 

The auditors formed the other important standing committee, composed of 
seven members, elected annually. The chief dut}" assigned to them by the "Orders 
and Constitutions'' was that of reducing to a book the receipts and expenditures. 
The court book discloses the fact that the company imposed upon them the burden 
of examining all claims against the company, as well as all claims of the company, of 
investigating the accounts of the lottery and of the magazine, of determining the 
awards of land or of shares for service or for adventure, of perfecting all patents and 
grants, and even of investigjiting controversies, such as the Bargrave and Martin 
cases and the dispute as to the seal and coat of arms.*^ 

The other officers performed such duties as usually pertain to those who hold 
the corresponding titles.^ 

As the business of the company increased additional officers were chosen, as 
those for the control and execution of the lotteries and of the tobacco contract; while 
the custom of referring important matters to special connnittees grew rapidly, until 
in the later years many duties were transferred to them from the council, and even 
from the auditors. In this way such affairs as the securing of men to send to the 

''MS. Reconis of the Virginia Comi»any of Ixjndou, Court Booky Vol. I, Nov. 17, 1619; Nov. 3, 
1619; June 28, 1H20. 

'>/fciV/., I, May 2, 1021. 

cllnd, I, June 24, 1619; De(!. 15, 1619; Feb. 2, 1619/20; Feb. 16, 1619/20; May 23, 1620. For a 
discussion of tlio seal of the company, see Cooke, * 'Clay borne the Rebel," in the Magazine of 
American ffintonf, New York, Vol. X (1883); and also Baxter, "Great Seal of the Council for New 
England" in //;;(/., Vol. XI (1884). 

^A report of the committee aj)pointed to describe the "particular duties" of the several oflScera 
is among the Manchester paiHjrs. It is incorporate<l in the publishe<l "Iaws and Orders." List of 
Records, No. 105. 
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colony, the provisioning of ships, the hearing of petitions, the investigating of claims, 
the sending of maids to the colony, the planning for new settlements and industries, 
the representing of the interests of the company in Parliament, the defending of the 
company in the suit of the (juo warranto were intrusted to special committees.** 

METHODS OF PROCEDURE 

In order to secure legality of action, the "Orders and Constitutions" were 
read at one. quarter court each year, since in those meetings the measures of great 
importance were determined.* That the forms and usages followed in other com- 
mercial companies, in other corporate bodies, and in Parliament greatly influenced 
the decisions of the company is seen in the following illustrations: The question 
as to the entry in the minutes of the names of dissenters or of reasons disjillowed 
by the court except b}^ special order was thus settled ac^cording to the practice 
in Parliament; to prove that individual adventurers would not be liable for the 
debts of the company in the management of the tobacco magazine, decisions were 
cited both in a case involving the corporation of Norwich, and in the insolvency 
of the Muscovy Compan}'^; when the question arose as to salaries in the tobacco 
business involving £100,000, the precedent furnished by all joint stocks of no greater 
capital than £7,000 was brought forward; the custom of private corporations as 
well as of judicial bodies of imposing a fine upon any man who spoke against the 
judge or the court was urged by Lord Brooke as a proper action to be taken 
against Samuel Wroth/ Elections were conducted by ballot, except for the council, 
in which case, as in all other matters, the will of the court was determined by an 
'* erection of hands." 

The reward for services rendered by the officers was determined by the court 
and set down in the Orders and Constitutions. The annual payment to the secre- 
tary was £20, to the l)eadle £40, to the husband £50, and to the bookkeeper 
£50. Although the chief officials and committees received no salar}^ at the expira- 
tion of the vear's term of office it was customarv to award 20 acres of land in 
Virginia to each individual, with the provision that such land should not be sold. 
The company similarly rewarded individuals who had rendered great service, but 
sometimes it granted shares of stock instead, or agreed to transport for the indi- 
vidual a certain number of men free of charge. Shares thus given could not be sold 
below par value of £12 10s. ^' Each share carried with it the privilege of a vote in 

* 

a Court Book, July 13, December 15, 1619; March 2, 1619/20; June 26, July 7, 12, November 15, 
December 13, 1620; July 3, October 7, November 6, 1622. 
ft/6id., I, Jan. 31, 1619/20. 

clbid., 11, Dec. 11, 1622; Jan. 14, 1623; Feb. 4, 1622/23; Dec. 11, 1622. 
dJbid., I, June 28. 1620; Noveml)er 15, 1620; May 2, 1621. 
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the courts and the receipt of 100 acres of land in Virginia on the first division, with a 
similar amount on the second division providing the first section had been peopled. 
In addition, the sending of a man to the plantation before midsummer of 1625 
entitled the adventurer to 60 acres of land on each division. If a planter had 
adventured his person only, after three years' residence in the colony the company 
gave him one share of stock; or if a resident in England had sent a man to the 
colony who had remained there three 3 ears, the one who bore the charge was simi- 
larly rewarded. Through reward or by purchase an individual might thus own land 
and not possess stock, but he might secure the latter within three years by '^plant- 
ing" or peopling his land. The result was that there were five classes of individuals 
connected with the company. 

(1) The old adventurer who had paid at least £12 10s. for a share of stock, 
and who thus owned, rent free, at least 100 acres of land after the first division 
which took place in 1616. 

(2) The new adventurer who had exactly the same privileges, except that after 

seven years he must pay 12d. to the company for each 60 acres gained by trans 
portation of settlers. 

(3) The adventurer who received a share of stock for service or for adventure 
of person and who would have the privileges of an old or of a new adventurer 
according to whether he received the award Ijefore or after 1619. 

(4) The individual who had received a grant of land for service or who had 
purchased land and had not yet gained the grant of shares of stock by adventure 
of his person or by sending out planters. 

(5) The individual who had purchased land of a debtor of the company and 
could not become free of the courts until the debts were paid. 

It will thus be seen that ownership of land and possession of freedom of the 
company were not always coexistent, but that each involved the possibility of the 
other.^ No assessments were ever levied upon the shareholders, the first sugges- 1/ 
tion of such a course coming from the Privy Council in July, 1623.* 

RECORDS PROVIDED FOR BY THE COMPANY 

The company was thus a body of adventurers, who had gained the freedom 
of the company by payment of money, by rendering a service, or by settlement 
of land in Virginia. It was presided over by a treasurer chosen by itself at will, 
and conducted all of its business through its regularly elected officers or committees^ 
or by special committees. According to the "Orders and Constitutions" it kept 

«**Ordere and Constitutions:" List of Records, No. 183. Court Book^ I, May 2, 1621; June 28, 
1620; Nov. 15, 1620. 

ft/Wrf., II, July 9, 1623. 
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a complete record of its actions in the courts and coin])elled its officers and 
committees to do the same. Provision was thus made for six l)ooks which were 
to contain the following records: 

(1) Copies of the letters patents, and also of all letters, orders, and directions 
from the King and his council, as well as the replies of the company. 

(2) The laws and standing orders passed in quarter courts for the company 
and for the colony. 

(3) A register of all imtents, charters, and indentures of validity granted by 
the company, of all instructions issued by the council, and of all public letters 
sent to or received from Virginia. 

(4) The acts of the general courts. 

(5) The acts of the committees; invoices of provisions sent to Virginia by 
the company; the certificates of the receipts to l)e returned from Virginia; invoices 
of goods sent from Virginia with the husband's certitic^ate of receipt or defect 

(6) The names of adventurers, by payment of money or b}- rendering service, 
to whom shares of land had been given, together with the immber of shares 
l)elonging to each i)erson; the lawful transfers of shares from one to another; 
the names of His Majesty's council for Virginia. 

(6a) The names of all planters in Virginia on the public and on the private 
plantations sepjirateh', based on the certificates from the governor and council in 
Virginia and from the heads of each plantation." 

All of these books were in the custodv of the Secretary , and were to be 
kept in the company's chest, together with the originals of the letters patents 
and all other papers. In his castody also were the husband's books of accounts 
of ever}' voyage to Virginia, all accounts approved by the auditors, the cancele<l 
and uncanceled charter parties, and all bonds issued to the company. 

The proof of the care with which the company kept its records is found in 
the contemporary copy of the court book, and in a few scattering originals and 
copies of originals which are preserved among the Ferrar and Manchester papers 
and in the British Museum. That all of the books required by the orders and 
constitutions were really kept can not be proved, since not a page nor a copy of 
a page of many of them is known to be extant; but the copy of the court Ixwk 
serves as an evidence that the laws were as cjirefuUv ol)eyed in this respect as 
in others. The references in the minutes to many of these records, the inser- 
tion of mam' of them in the copy of the court l)ook, and the continual provision 
for supplementary records all go to show that the '* Orders and Constitutions" 
furnish a reliable outline of the records kept by the compan}'. 

« A note of such a list of nieu s^jnt to Virginia during the time of Sir Thos. Smj-the is among 
the Manchester papers. List of Records, No. 443. 
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The l)ooks which the courtn added to the list of records from time to time 
reveal an increasing effort to conduct the business in an orderly manner. Imme- 
diately upon assuming his duties as treasurer, Sir Edwin Sandys instituted an 
investigation of the accounts of Sir Thomas Snu'the. In this connection four 
books and four rolls were prepared containing the subscriptions, which had been 
made for carrying on the business, and a list of the adventurers with the sums 
invested during the previous years. The treasurer made a similar request of 
the deputy, John Ferrar, on September IS, 1620, in which he tisked that the 
secretary and Mr. Carter should make three catalogues of the adventurers 
indebted to the company in order tliat they might be given to a solicitor for 
collection. He throws light u\yon the customary carelessness by urging that the 
lists should l>e made ^'from the company's ))ooks and not from memory,'* lest 
many a £12 lOs should be lost.^ 

On May 17, 1()20, three books of the deputy were audited. The iirst contained 
an account of the money disbursed for provisions,'' the second, a catalogue of tlie 
provisions sent to the colon}', and the third, a list of the names of the persons 
dispatched to the plantation with the trade of each. Because of the erection of 
private plantations in later 3'ears it wjts necessary that these records should be 
supplemented. Hen<*e an order of court provided that the names of all persons 
transported to Virginia should be reported to the compaity and that a bookkeeper 
should be appointed to be at the house of the court to register the names before 
the departure of ever}- ship. This record was to consist of the name, age, country, 
profession, and kindred of each individual and was to state at whose charge the 
transportation was effected. Contrary to custom each person was required to pay 
a fee for registration. A duplicate of the register was to be sent to the Governor 
of Virginia, but the names of those departing were not to be made public until 
after the ship had sailed.^ 

Provision was made in 1620 for keeping duplicates of all patents issued. 
A part of this series is now deposited in the British Museum, from which the 
various kinds of patents and the terms for each may )k» discovered.'' A registra- 
tion of all shares passed from one memlwr of the company to another was ordered 
on November It), 1621, and such a book was to be used as evidence of the right 
to l)e admitted to courts. Other records added from time to time were a lK>ok 
containing the rates of commodities,*^ a register of all petitions to the court, 

«Li8t of Records, No. 211. 

^Two warrants are preserved among the Ferrar j^pers, one addreswecl to the Earl of Southamp- 
ton and one to Deputy John Ferrar. List of Records, p. 149, Nos. 258, 259. 
c Court Book, II, Nov. 18, 1622. 
dAnte, p. 67. '* Order of Court," I, June 26, 1620. 
eCauH Book, I, Dec. 13, 1620; Jan. 31, 1620/21. 
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with the action thereupon, « and a record of all covenants )>etween adventurers 
and indentured servant8, a copy of which was to be sent to the governor of 
Virginia.* The rolls signed by adventurers must have been numerous. Nine are 
mentioned in the court book on July 24, 1621, in addition to others cited at 
various times. ^ 

With the increase in trade and the establishment of the company magazines 
new measures were adopted for controlling the business. These often consisted 
of separate documents rather than books. A statement was thus required of the 
deputy certifying that the freight had been paid before any goods should be 
delivered, and invoice.s were also demanded of the cape merchant.'' Copies of 
such certificates, as also of the accounts of the treasurer of the various joint 
stock investments for the glass works and for the fur trade, were kept in the 
\l company's chest.' 

THE EXTANT RECORDS— THE COURT BOOK 

HISTORY OF THE CONTEMPORARY CX)PY 

The paucity of the actual extant do<*uments of the company has made the 
circumstances of the transcription of the court book the more interesting and 
its authenticity the more important. 

As the growing controversy l>etween the two factions of the compan}' resulted 
in serious accusations of mismanagement by sundry adventurers and planters, the 
Crown soon appointed a commission to investigate the affairs of the company, with a 
consequent sequestering of all of the company's court books in May, 1623/ The 
clear mind of Nicholas Ferrar immediatel}' foresaw the danger of a seizure of the 
documents of the company, and appreciating full well the value of the "'court books, 
registers and writings, instructions, letters, etc.,"' as political papers and also as 
evidences of the possession of land and investment of capital, upon their return by 
the Privy Council, he '"did fairly copy out all the court books, etc. (which cost 
50") and carried them to the noble Earle of Southampton." i' 

<i Court liijuk, II, Oct. 2;^, 1622. 
bibid., II, Nov. 18, 1622; Nov. 20, 1622. 
<'IbitL, I, May 8, 1622; II, July 4, 1623. 
*Uhid., I, Apr. 3, 1620. 
- tibid., I, Jan. 16, 1621-22; Fe!). 27, 1621-22. 
/ Omrt Boijk, II, May 14, 1623. 

17 "Some directions for the colle<'ting niateriali for the writing the life of Nieh: Ferrar," a mann- 
script in the Cambridge University Library, Mm. 1.46 (Baker 35), pp. 389-432, especially p. 392. 
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During the foUowing year the ai'tivities of Niehola.** Fernir, as well as the 
attention of other members of the company, must have been under great strain. 
The time not taken in attendance "twice or thrice a week"'' upon the Privy 
Council, and in the attempts to defend the company against the charges of "abuse 
of its privileges," was evidently devoted to suj^rvising the transcript of the com- 
l^any's records. The attesttition at the end of each volume shows that the first 
was completed January 2S, 1023 4, and the second June 19, 1624/' This was none 
too soon, for just a week later the Privy Council ordered Deputy Ferrar to bring 
to the council chamber all patents, books of accounts, invoices of the company, 
and lists of settlers in the colonv, to be retained bv the Privv Council chest 
until further notice/ A conmiission had ))een apix)inted two days before to take 
into their hands all '•charters, letters patent, grantes and instructions, lK>okes, 
orders, letters, advices and other writings concerning the company.'' '' The com- 
pany urged in these words that the council should permit the books to remain invio- 
late: "So }»y this mcanes |that is, by the transcripts] have the Original Court 
bookes yet escaped purging: And w*'' all duety wee humbly beseech ^'o' Lop' that 
they ma}' hereafter be protected from it: And that howsover yo"" I^p* shall please 
for the future to dispose of the Comiwmie, that the records of their past Actions 
ma}' not be corrupted & falsified." Further, when the council demanded that the 
P^arl of Southampton should surrender to the commissioners his copies of the 
records, l)efore he sailed for the Netherlands in August, he sent them word, "that 
he would as soon part w"' the evidences of his Land, as w'^** the said copies, being 
the evidence of his honour in that Service. ^'^ 

How these transcripts were made, and es]H^cially what became of them at that 
time, and where they remained for the following half centur}- can be a matter of 

'' Peckard, Mcnioim of the fJ/c of Mr. Xirholas Ferrar, pp. 89-167. 

^According to the attestation two full courti^ were omitted, May 30, 1020, and June 1, 1622, and 
also a part of May 20, 1620. The Kobinnon abstracta c<>nipri>-e a little more than about one-half of the 
original records and are much more complete for the later year?* when the controversy with the King 
over the tobacco contract and the abuse.'^ of the company was being carried on. The part of the 
court lx)ok which reveals most with rejrard to internal organization, commercial activity, and inner 
life of the company is not incIudcMl in these abstracts. Thus such data as that which concerns the 
trouble with Spain over the Treasurer, the suit with William Wye, the accusations against 8amuel 
Argall, the old magazine, the Pierce patent, and many other private grants are not included. More- 
over, a compariscMi of the publication with the original manuscript shows that the John Randolph of 
Roanoke copy was use<l almost exclusively, and many inaccuracies have resulted. 

*^ Order of the Privy Council, June 26, 1624: List of Reconls, No. 689. 

''The commission was sealed July 15, 1624: Ibid., No. 701. 

«For these quotations see Discourxr of (he Old Company of Virginia addrejwed to the Jjord^ of tht 
Privy Council, .\pril, 1625. List of Records, No. 759. 
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conjecture only, bii^od on the divers stiiteuicnt^i of contiMnponirv authorities. These 
are three in nuniln^r: 

(1) T/t* ]jif«^nurf<r nfflir Ohl ('ftiiijui ii tj nf Y'tnj'tnm uflflvt'Msed to the I^riry 

Council, ^Itiij^ KjJ't, 

(2) 77// MtuKtirs of fht Lip nf Xirhoh/K Ftri'dr Inj I>i\ Ptckard hi 1790, 
(8) .1 Shurt Cnllrrtlon nf the Jfff->f li* innrknhh' PttxKitift^ fn)iit tlu' orl<ftnaU 

to tht' (llssoJutitm of tlo Vh'tfhu'o (omjHUiif^ \}\ Arthur \V(M)dnoth, written 
between l^J:*.") and 1<)45. und printed in 1»>.M by Richard ('ote>.'' 

The Df'^cot//'st nf f/n nht (/ninjHinij t^ivcN much the same history of the 
records a> doe> I)r. IVckard. The fact> set forth )»\ the hitter were taken from 
the •'Memoirs of Nicholas Ferrar" bv hi-^ brother John, about lf>54. and therefore 
this work may br considered a^ ba>cd on contemporary authority. According" to 
Dr. Peckard, Nichohis Fernir. knowin<r that malice was at work, procured a 
chTk to copy out all tlie court books and other writint^s and caused them to Ih.» 
carefully collated with the oriirinal. It cost him the >um of I'^o, which he thought 
was the best >ervice lie could render the company. After the seizure of all the 
muniments of the comjmny, and after Lord Treasurer Middlesex had prcH-unnl 
sentence atf.iin^t the company. Mr. Fernir informed Sir Kdv/ard Sandys and others 
of what he had done. These men were j^reatly rejoiced and advised that the copies 
be taken to the Karl of Southampton, who was so overcome that he is said to have 
embraced Mr. Ferrar and to have declared that he valued them as an evidence of his 
honor more than as evidences of his land. John Fernir is quoted as having stated 
that the Earl of Southampton was advised not to keep these records in his house 
and so delivered tlnMu to Sir Robert Killiirrew. who left them on his death to Sir 
Edward Sackville, the Earl of I>orset. Mr. Ferrar <*ontinues that the F^rl of Dor- 
set died in U)52. but he hopes the records are still in the possession of the Earl's 
faniilv. '' 

Certain it is that Dr. Peckard had a lartre colh»ction of manuscripts which 
concerned the Vir<j^inia Company, some of which nmst b(» considered a jmrt of the 
records of the comiMiny. for such were the Ferrar papers described alK)ve which 
Dr. Peckard beijueathed to Ma^^dalent* CollcLre, ( ambridjre. That some of them, at 
least, came from the Earl of Dorset's family is to be concluded from the statement 
of Dr. Peckard that the *'Duke had had his libnirv searched and found a few loose 
paix>rs. which he sent to him."' Some of them (h)ubtless belonj^ed to Dr. Peckard's 

"This paniphlft is in the vohinie entitkMl: Cn^tu nf n Pit Ition from T/ir Govrnutr and CnmjHinif nf the 
Sommer fttkuulit, nith Anmrvil Pninrs^ prfsrnte(f to th*: Right Jlononihit; Tin: Couucd of State Jnhj the lUth, 
1651. Ijondon, Priiite«l for Kihvanl HushaiKl, Itiol. 

*> Pei'kanl, j)i». 155-1.V>. 

<"See ditfcuft?ioii of the Fernir paper-, i>p. 59 ff., uutc. 
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wife, Martha Ferrar. But the story of the purchase of the two volumes from the 
estate of the Duke of Southampton by Coh)nel William Byrd in 1H73 or 1688 for 
00 guineas has firm credence through statements of Mr. B^'ixl himself; and there 
is no evidence that the}- came from the Elarl of Dorset's famil3^ That thej' wej'e 
sent to Tichfield b}' the Earl of Southampton ))efore he sailed for the Netherlands 
and there remained until his son's library was sold after his death in 1667 seems 
probable. Perhaps some of the other records went to Sir Robert Killigrew, as 
stated by John Ferrar, and even some from which these copies were made. 

The statement by Woodnoth, who was a nephew of Nicholas Fermr, that Sir 
John Danvers had the transcripts of the records made in order to keep out of 
the way an indigent man who had been employed b}- thc^ company as a copyist 
and who might be persuaded to say something ill of Sandys and of Southampton, 
does not bear the stamp of truth or ev^n of probability. There may have been a 
copy made by Danvers, but the internal evidence reveals that the existing volumes 
in the Libmrj^ of Congress were not transcribed by any one man, and that the 
work was accomi)lished under the personal direction of Nicholas Ferrar." 

DESCKIITION OF THE CX)N TEMPORARY COPY 

The contemporary copies of the court lx)oks, which are now in the Librarj' of 
Ck)ngress and which may well be called the Ferrar copies, consist of two volumes of 
hirge (juarto size well l)ound in rough calf. About 1898 the lx)oks were boxed, that 
is, repiiired with new backs without disturbing the sewing. The old labels were 
pasted on the new backs and bear the title in gold letters on red leather: Record of 
the Virgin: Compan: , while gold letters on black leather indicate the volume: 
Vol. ; I. and Vol. II. . In the first volume manihi strips are pasted from the 
inner cover to the first and to the last Hy leaf in order to strengthen the binding. 
The paper is of the seventeenth centurj^ type, hand-made and uneven in texture. In 
the first volume there are three hundred and iifty-four pages, with live fly leaves in 
the front and seven in the back, while the second contains three hundred and 
eighty-seven pages preceded ])y three tiy leaves and followed by four, with two 
extra manila pages in lx)th the front and back. The pencil entries on the first 
leaf of the first volume are as follows: "'' R(icords of the V^irginia Company , of 
London. Vol I. April 28, 1619 to May 8, 1622. Vol 2. May 20, 1622 to June 
7, 1627. The above title in hand of Mr. A. K. Spollord Sig.: II. F[riedenwald]* 

" A Sh(n'l Colk'dion of the MoM Remnrkahh' Ptumtgof from th^ orifjimill to the d'omdution of the 
Mrffinia ComjKiny, pp. 17-18. The descriiition here given of Routhainptoii'H attitude on n^eeiving 
the books is similar to that given by Dr. Peckard. 

& Mr. Spofford was the Librarian of Congress from 1864 to 1897. Mr. Friedenwald was in charge 
of the Division of Manuscripts from 1897 to W^Wi. 
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Oct. 11 1)7. ''. On the inside of the front rover of the second vohime in an unknown 
modern autograph is: ** p. :](\(\ cf with p. 71 v ;^,'' ' and on the first manihi leaf: ""• May 
•20, 1622 to June 7, 1624." 

The discovery of the Ferrar papers has made it possil»le to make a final state- 
ment hoth as to the method of the tianscription of the documents and as to its 
accuracy, for the autographs then* found of Nicholas Ferrar and also of his 
clerk or business atrent in hi-- piivatc accounts prov<* indisputably that these two 
men su|.)ervised and carried on the co]>vin<ir of the volume>.'' Particularly in the 
second volume, where there are many ('ntries of re|M)rts of connnittees. projects, 
objections, letters, petitions, divlanitions, and ndations by the compan\' or by 
individuals, the headin^rs. the initial words, even the first line of each document, and 
'v>^ometimes entire document-^ are in the autograph of Nicholas Ferrar. The rest 
of the insertion is usually by his assistant, who was perhaps Thomas Collett, his 
nephew. All of the insertions in the first volunu* and alx>ut twenty in the second 
are entirely in the so-called Collett autograph, nund>ering alK)ut the same as those 
superintended by the dt^puty himself. The way in which these insertions are often 
crowded in, is evidence that they were copied fiom the original documents in spaces 
left for the puri)ose by the hired copyist.' 

As to the identity of the other three or four distinct autographs, in which 
the remaining part of the volumes appear, nothing has l>een determined. The 
first and third copyists are distinctly different in style, while what appears as 
the writing of a fourth and a sixth clerk may possibly be identical with that of 
the first. With the exception of the autograph of Nicholas Ferrar, the whole is 
clearly, carefully, and legi))ly written in the characteristi<* running hand of the 
period, resembling the chancery hand. The spelling, capitalization, and abbrevia- 
tions are distinctive and characteristic of each copyist. The use of curved lines 
to complete blank spaces at the end of the line, and often at the l)ottom and top of 
the page, shows the labor expended to make the transcript accurate and complete. 
The memoranda at the end of the volumes declare that the transt^ript had been 
carefully collated with the original ''courte booke" and with the authentic docu- 
ments by the secretaries, Fdward Waterhouse and Edward Collingwood, in the 
first volume, and by Thomas Collett and Edward Collingwood in the second. That 
the insertions were copied from the original docunumts is shown by the statement 

«The letter on pajre '>H<> is identical with that on pa^e 71 of the fragile s*^venteenth century iiai^ern 
referred to above a.^ Vol. Ill, pt. ii, of the Rt'cor*h of thr Vlrgnwi Onnitntni. 

* For examples of theautojjraph of Nicholas Ferrar and of that of hisai^istant, Thomas Collett (?), 
see the plates in this volume. 

'"For the documents thus inserte<l in the Court lkK>k see List of Rei^onLs umler "Reference.'* 
For an illustration of the insertion of the documents see the plates in this volume. 
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in the memoniiKliini of volume II thiit in two instjuu'o.s the k'tters had ham luinsiug 
for pui'poHO of collation. Many pages reveal the corrections of errors or omissions 
of the copyist. In most instances this was done by Edward Collingwood himself, 
though sometimes by Thomas Collett." At the l)ottom of each page is the signature 
''Cone Collingw(XKl/- the abbreviation standing for concordat, as is shown by the 
wonl apjK^aring as "Concord:" on page three hundred and tiftec^n of the first 
volume.'' 

In addition to this internal evidence of ac<'umcy, further proof of the care with 
which the l)ooks w<»re tninscribed is found among the Fermr papt^rs. The records 
of four courts were there discovered, which are almost identical with those of the 
same date in the Library of Congress volumes.'* The only dilTerences, and these 
are not numerous, are those which wouhl naturally result from th<» fallibility of the 
copyist, and the apparent custom of the time to ignore the orthography of the 
original. One is led to believe tliat these loose pages of courts form a part of the 
l)ook from which the copy was made*. This is shown by the use of laiger lettei's to 
emphasize certiiin words, and ])y Kdward Collingwood's corrections of the Library 
of Congress copy to make it conform to these dnifts. Even the omission of one or 
two lines in the PVrnir copy, later corrected, can be accounted for by reference to 
these sheets, since in each case it has resulted from the simie word occurring in the 
same place on two successive lines. Furthermore, the directions in the margin of 
these courts as to where certain dm-uments were to be entered were followed in the 
transcript and seem to point to these as a part of the original minutes. The 
autograph of the court held on June 25 is identical with that of the first copyist 
of the transcript, while the courts of July 4 and July J> were apparently written by 
the sixth copyist of the transcript. Among the Ferrar pa|MM-s are two drafts of a 
resolution concerning the '*Ix>Tfer sjx^ach touching M*^ Alderm. Johnson," which 
was entered in the court book. One is a rough draft written, altered, and competed 
by Edward Collingwocxl, and bearing the above indorsement by the writer and a 
similar indorsement by John F(»rrar. The other draft is in the autograph of the 
sixth copyist of the court b<K)k, following the above, and is attested by Edward 
Collingwocxl. The transcript in the court book is identical with the latter, but 
the vote is omitted; the substance, howev(»r, is given after the di:jcussion follow- 

«For the evideiKV that the corre<'tions are l)y P/lwanl C(>llinjrw(»o<l, c<>ini>are the autographs 
an shown in the plates of Vol. II, p<nU. 

''Signatures «)f E<lwanl Collinjxwood may also Ik» found in tht? Pu))lie Keconl Ottice among 
the AState Paptn* ('oloniaJ, II, Nus. 10-11, l.S, 19 (II, HI). His signature is rej>r<Klu('e<l from the 
first Plymouth Patent, Jvme 1, 1H21, in the MamwhuHettft Ilistoriral CoUedhmSy St»riefi 4, Vol. II, p. 1(>,S. 

'Compare the plates in Vol. II, poxt. These courts are dated March 7, 1622 3, July 4, 1623, 
July 9, 1623, January 25, 1623 4. 
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ing the presentation of the resolution. Thus they seem rather to have been drafts 
of a resolution which had ^)een presented than of one prepared to be offered. 
Comparison between these records of courts and a draft of a Somers Islands court, 
in the same collection, leads to the conclusion that they do not form a part of the 
blotter or blurred lKX)k from which the original book was made, since the latter 
are much corrected and altered and then canceled diagonally from corner to corner;" 
but are rather a part of the original book itself. The reliability of the Li))rary of 
Congress transcripts is also confirmed by collating them with the original documents, 
or with other copies of the documents, which are inserted in the court book, and these 
careful comparisons have shown how accurately Kdward CoUingwood and his 
assistants conducte<l the work for Nicholas Fermr.'' 

THE SVSTKM OK KKEPINCJ THK COURT HOOK 

The system by which the minutes of the courts were kept is thus outlined in 
the minutes; the court book was first drawn up by the secretary, was approved by 
the deputy, and later accepted or corrected by the court.** That there nmst have 
existed a '^Blurr Imoke" in addition to the various reports or other documents 
offered in any court is proved by an extract from a memorandum by Sir Nathaniel 
Rich, which is a warrant re<iuiring all records of the court to be brought to the 
commissioners on Virginia, and includes the '"Court Bookes w*'** should warrant 
the sd Record', and the Hlurr bookos w'*" should warrant the Court Booke and 
is the first ground of the Uecord"; that it may [l)e] discouered whether there be 
anv difference betweene them/"'' The entries in the court book are the minutes 
of all the various courts, of several meetings of the Somers Islands ComjDany, 
and of one meeting of the committees. 

Introducing each court is a list of the adventurers in attendance. A comparison 
of the numlx*r with the rmmber of votes cast as recorded shows that these are 
quite complete for the (juarter courts, but in the ordinary courts either the 
attendance was very small or the entry was incomplete, since the list is often 
terminated with the expression "and divers others." It was sometimes entered 
later than the transcript of the body of the text, as though from a book of 
attendance, but no mention of a roll l>ook is found among the records. This part 
of the l)ook alone furnishes a valuable conunent ui)on the social classes interested 
^in the undertaking and from it may be gaineil a knowledge of the faithfulness 

a Post, Plates in Vol. II. 

^Forany variation.*? of imiwrtance, see footnotes to documents in the *'Court Book," /xwrf, I, II. 

cQmrt Book, I, Dec. 11, 1622. 

^Ust of Records, No. 465. 



UNDER THE .SAMJYS-SOiTUAMPTOS ADMINISTRATIOS 85 

of the members and especially of the factions which developed towaixl the close v 
of its history. 

The order of business does not seem to have l>een regular. The approv^al of the 
previous court is usually recorded first, although many times this is deferred until 
the quarter court; then follows the rei)ort of the treasurer, through which the 
important matters to be determined art* presented to the court, and the hearing of 
petitions, passing of shares, and gmnts of land appear at the end of the session. 

In the ordinary courts were propounded all of those niatters which did not 
re(|uire action in the genei-al court and often many measures for preliminar}^ dis- 
cussion which were post[H)ned for final action to the fuller court. Thus th(» recoitis 
of the common courts and also of the prepanitive courts usually contain the full 
rejM)rts and discussions of the various subjects, while the statements in the quarter 
courts are bri(»f and perfunctory, embodying the decisions reached in the lesser 
courts. The rej)orts of oHlcers, from which so nuich concerning the financial status 
is to be learned, are entered in the mimites of the general court. To trace the course 
of any question necessitiites a search through all of the courts, but in the quarter 
courts will be found the elections and the final action on all laws and ordinances, on 
the patents for private plantations or monopolies, or, in short, on all measures by 
which the company would )x» bound for a term of years. 

CONTENTS OF THE COURT BOOK 

The business reconled during the first two y(*ars of the Sandys administnition 
concerned the estiiblishment of laws and oi-ders in the company and in the colony, 
the systematizing of methods, the formation of joint stock companies for the erection 
of new industries in Virginia, and the opening up of new adventures But after the 
massacre early in the year 1622, the whole tone of the book changes. Personal feuds 
and quarrels, complaints, and accusations fill the pages. Whether the friction was 
due trO the extreme distress brought about bv the attm*k of the Indians or whether it 
was but the excuse for open opposition ))v the party of the CVown, which had been 
rapidly developing, is difficult to determine. From the spring of 1022 until 
February, lt)22 8, the burden of the record concerns the tobacco contnict with the 
Crown, it resulted in the discussion of salaries for the officers and the quarrel 
with Samuel Wroth, which occupied the attention of the company for three months. 
Then followed the Butler and elohnson accusations, the investigation by the Crown, 
and the dissolution of the company. It is literally true that, after June, 1622, no 
new measures for trade, for industrv, or for commerce are entered in the court book. ^ 
There was the usual tmnsferring of shares and hearing of petitions and claims, but 
the business activitv was evidentlv destroyed. That the colony could survive the 
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massacre and continue its development with so little encouragfenient from the pro- 
prietor is evidence of the strong foundation laid during the governorship of Sir 
George Yeardley. 

From the court hook it would l>e possible to reconstruct a part or the whole 
of some of the other records. A list of all of the ships departing or arriving 
with the names of the masters could thus be drawn up, but the terms of the 
charter party could not be detemiined." A full statement of the shares of stock 
[granted or transferred, of the land assigned for adventure or for service, and of the 
private plantations erected could be given. Even a partial financial account could 
be rendered, though not an itemized statement. The larger sums invested or 
received from the various sources are usually given in the treasurer's plans and the 
oflScers' reports, although unfortunateh' only those of the treasurer and deputy are 
entered in full. But from scattered statements in plans, re{K)rts, and dis<*ussions, 
from grants, patents, suits, letters, petitions, and claims will come nuich that will 
illuminate the financial situation when these are gathered together. 

The full record of all docimients for which record was not provided elsewhere 
was made in the court book. Plans, reports of committees, and reports of chief 
officers seem to have been entered in full, but letters to and from the colony, and to 
and from the privy council, petitions with the action thereupon, charter parties, 
grants for monopolies, lists of departing planters, expenditures and re<-eipt« of the 
magazines, and rolls of adventure, were all recoi*ded in the other books provided by 
the ** Orders and Constitutions'' or in the books created later. A single illustration 
will suffice. Of the twentv-seven letters sent to the colonv and received from the 
colony, copies of many of which have been found among the pjiiK-rs in Virginia, but 
fifteen are mentioned in the court )x)ok, and only a few are spread in full upon the 
minutes. A great many more documents are entered in the court lK>ok during the 
later years, due evidently to the desire to keep a record of the controversy which 
might serve as a defense against the accusations of the malcontents. That many of 
these were not entered in the original court book is revealed b\' the nmrginal notes 
in the extant court minutes of the Fernir papers, which read as follows: "Enter the 
quietus est," '" Pinter the resolution," and other similar directions. 

The court book is not only a source of information, but it also serves as a guide 
to the other records of the company. That all of the twenty -one documents men- 
tioned but not entered in the court book have been found in other collections is 
• most important and interesting. These include some of the publications of the 
company, most of the correspondence of the company with the King and with the 

« The terms in general are given in the Presidents for Patents in the British Museum. List oi 
BaocndB, Noe. 256, 257, 266, 267, 268, 276, 277, and 278. 
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colony, many of the orders of the Privy Council, the Admiralty suits of the com- 
pany, the laws passed in the colony, the charter granted to the colony, and the forms 
for patents used by the company. There are thirteen documents entered in the 
court book which are on record elsewhere, consistin^^ of declamtions or reports which 
were published by the comjmny, petitions and letters to the King, and orders of the 
King's council. But thirty most valuable documents are spread upon the minutes^ 
which have not 3'et been discovered among other papers. These include a few peti- 
tions to the King, many petitions received by the comjmny, a number of letters from 
and to the colony, the propositions lirought forward in the attempt to form a tobacco 
contract with the King, the plans propounded b}' the treasurer for the advancement 
of the enterprise, and the declarations of the state of the affairs of the company and 
of the colony b}^ the same officer. '' 

THE EXTANT SUPPLEMENTARY RECORDS 

DOCUMENTS OUTLININ<i THE ACTIVITY OF THE COMPANY 

The organization and the method of procedure of the company have been 
outlined, in order to enable the reader to coniprehend the nature of the records, and 
through them the machinery by which it conducted its internal affairs; but there is a 
wider and more important field to consider. The real interest in the company comes 
from its activity in carrying on trade and in d<»veloping the resources and 
government of the colony. Again, the starting jioint must be the court book, not 
onl}' as a guide to the records which it kept in executing its purposes, but in 
discovering what activities are to be traced. Two kinds of documents afford the 
clearest outline of the subject; in one are the reports which the treasurer offered to 
the company and which are spread upon the minutes; in the other are the printed 
declarations and broadsides which the company issued for the puipose of securing 
interest, confidence, and investment in the undertaking. With the same motive it 
reprinted treatises and published sermons which had been delivered before the 
company. 

The first report of Sir Edwin Sand3's after he became treasurer was offered 
on November 8, 1(519, in which he thus defined his policy: The resources of the 
cx)mpan3^ were to be augmented by settling and developing the compan^^'s land and 
by increasing the number of industries to be established, an action which must 
advance the ])lantiition from a colon}' for exploitation into a colon}- for settlement. 
The report begins with a statement of the number of men which had been transported 

«A11 of these (lonimentf", whether entere<l in the I'ourt book or not, are cited in the List of 
Records, and are alwo referre<l to by foot notes in this edition of the court book. 
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by the company for the college land and for the pulJic land during the summer and 
continues with propositions to the same effect, by which 300 additional persons 
should l>e sent to the colony, 100 of whom were to be maids for wives and 100 to be 
apprentices or servants from the city. The other measures discussed are indicative 
of the development which rapidly took place. First of these was the effort to 
establish other ccmimodities in Virginia and restrain the excessive production of 
tobacco; the second was the encouragement of a spirit of local patriotism in the 
colony. The treasurer urges that men should be sent from the low countries to 
raise fortifications for the colony, stating that the colonists were willing to bear the 
charges of the work sincte th(\v had rcicently been encouraged by the charters and 
grants of liberties. The d(»pcndonce of the company upon the lotteries for an 
income and the caie to arrange for an economical trans2X)rtation of the men are 
indications of the financial i)olicv and st'itus of the colony. The income of the 
lottery is estimahni at .t*i^,r>00, and the total exi>eiise of perfecting the plan submitted 
is placed at £4,000 or Xo,000. 

Six months later the treasurer made his annual report, which revealed to what 
extent his plans had been executed. It was issued as a broadside under the date of 
the court in which it was delivered and describes the state of the colony from April, 
1618, to April, KUt^ taken from a general letter to the company, and then proceeds to 
outline the successful activity of the colony during the succeeding j^ear. It empha- 
sizes the erection of private plantations, the number of men sent to the companj^'s 
land, the commodities provided for — there being ten instead of two as in the former 
year — the interest in the care of religion and education in the colonj^ and the stable 
financial condition of the company. The general receipts amounted to £9,831 14s lid 
and the disbursements were £10,431 14s 07d, but the surplus in the college fund more 
than exceeded this deticiency, the receipts from that source being £2,043 02s ll^d and 
the expenditures £1,477 15s 5d. The lottery was reported to have an increase in stock 
over the previous year of £1,200. Although not re-elected treasurer, the financial 
management remained in the hands of Sir Edwin Sandys, as is proved by the entries 
of his plans in the court lx)ok and by his private letters' to John Ferrar. A scheme 
outlined in the court of July 7, 1020, is practically the measure put forth in the 
printed declaration of June 22, 1620, and proposes a continuation of the policy stated 
above. 

The printed documents of 1019 and 1620 add but little to the plans revealed in the 
treasurer's rejwrt^ concerning the activity of the company, although the measures 
taken to advance the comfort of the planters and of the tenants upon arrival in 
Virginia, the establishment of many private plantations, and the encouragement 
given to the self-government of the colony are brought out more clearly. After the 
note of the shipping in 1621, so far as is known, there were no propositions issued 



rXDER THE HASUYti-SOlTUAMPTOS ADMJMsTIiATlOS 89 

by the coinimny. This was due to the massacre which pamlyzed the efforts of the 
compaii}' for a time and forced upon it publications of defensi* and excuse or 
directions of warning. While the company was torn by dissension, after 1622 the 
colony slowly but steadil}' advanced. The proprietor wjis no longer active, and the 
center of interest is therefore transferred from the courts in I^ndon in which the 
plans had l)een conceived to the settlement in which they were maturing. 

The various publications of the company afford not only an understanding of the 
measures proposed, })ut also of their execution. They were in themselves a means of 
carrying out its schem(\s. Before 1H22 five of these advertisements were issued by 
the company. The broadside l)earing the date May 17, ir»20, is a full statement of 
the prosperous condition in the colony, setting forth the ability of the colony to 
receive newcomers in its guest houses, newly built in each of the four ancient 
l)oroughs and in the other planbitions, and describing the mejisu res provided to sus- 
tain ministers in (*ach lK)r()ugh. It states the numl)er of ukmi who had been sent to 
the public land, with the provisions allowed, and descrilx»s fully the efforts which 
had l>een made to establish six industries in the colon}." 

A book of great importance was issued b}- the company in June of the same 
year containing a series of declarations.^ There were at least two editions in the 
year 1020, having variations in the title page; in the first edition the pages are 
numbered according to each pamphlet and the imprint is ''T. S.," while in the 
second the pagination is consecutive from 1 to 92 and the imprint is that of Thomas 
Snodham. The latter varies also in the orthography of the word '* colony '' in the title. 
The former was probably the first edition and was composed of pamphlets, each of 
which ma}'^ have l)een issued separately, and seems to have been reissued, with an 
additional pamphlet concerning a division of land in Virginia,*" in which the 
signature is consecutive. Copies of the first issue of the first edition of the *' Decla- 
rations'" are in the Harvard Library and in the New York Public Library (''No. 
1"), but the only cop}' of the second issue is in the John Carter Brown Library 
(cop3' *^A"). The copies in the British Maseum, the Caml)ridge University 
Library,'' the Library of Congress, the John Carter Brown Li))rary (copy "B"), 
and the New York Public Library (Th<mias Addison Emniet Collection, ''No. 2") 
are identical and are evidently the first issue of the second edition. The copies in 
the New York Public Library and in a private collection in New York are probabh^ 
a se(*ond issue of the second edition, having four additional pages and containing a 

"List of Kecords, No. 174. 

bibul, No. 183. 

<*The pamphlet miist have been printed in 1616. An imperfiHit copy i.s in the British Museum. 

t' This copy is evidently imperfect, since it lacks pages 91 and 92. 
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declaration, "^By his Maiesties Councell for Virginia,'' ilated November 15, 1620.^ 
The pagination and the signature are consecutive but the st\^le of type is changed. 
The pamphlets included in all editions are as follows: 

(1) '^By his Maiesties Counseil for Virginia." This is a declaration of the 
industries which have been established, of the good government which has been 
formed in the colony so that it ''begins to have the face and fashion of an orderly 
State," and of the purpose of the company in the division of land. 

(2) ''A Note of the Shipping, Men and Prouisions sent to Virginia, by the 
Treasurer and Company iji the yeere KJllK" 

(3) ''A Declaration of the Supplies intended to be sent to Virginia in this 
yeare 1620. IS Julij, l^rio." 

(4) *'The Names of the Aduenturei^s, with their seuerall simimes aduentured 
* * * paid to Sir Thos. Smith," to ^\Sir Baptist Hicks," and to ^SSir Edwin 
Sandys.'' 

(5) ''Orders And Constitutions, * * * for the lietter gouerning * * * 
of the said Companie * * * Anno 1611), and 1620." 

Some light is thrown upon these publications by the court book, in which 
provision for four similar pamphlets was made l)etween Noveml)er, 1619, and June, 
1620, as follows: 

(1) An advertisement for laborers, approved to be publish(»d on November 17, 
1619. 

(2) A publication which should confute the shindej* as to the barrenness of the 
soil in Virginia, ordered November 22. 

(8) A list of the names of adventurers with the sums adventured, ordered to l>e 
drawn up by the treasurer and Dr. Winstone, December 15.'' 

(4) An aix)logy for Virginia, ordered to be printed June 23, 1620. On June 26 
and 28 it was provided that the standing orders should l)e printed and annexed to 
the book to l)e given to all mem})ers by order of the council. 

The conclusion seems valid that these j^amphlets are the ones included in the 
])o6k and that they tirst appeared at various times, but that tinally in Juno, 1620, they 
were collected, the fourth one added, and the volume published imder the date of 
the latter. 

The publication of this declaration in four different issues during the year 1620 
indicates the interest which Sir Edwin Sandys had aroused in the measure, as well as 

"This is copy No. 15 in the New York PubHc Library. The copy in the ])rivate library in 
evidently the Smyth of Nibley volnme, secured from the Choluiondely j wipers through Bernard 
Quaritch. 

i'Such a list of a<lventurer« is among the Manchester pai)ers. List of Ret^onls, No. 58. 
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the viriliU^ of the company, while reference to the book in much of the corre- 
spondence of the clay reveals the same attitude toward the venture. In order to 
promote the silk industry a pamphlet entitled *^ OhMernitlotiH to he followed for 
jnaJcing of Jit roomer for nllk wonne^t^''' written liy HaruxMl, was translated under the 
patronage of the company toward theerul of the year KJ^o." It contains a paniphlet 
called ''A Valuation of the* (onuncKlities c^rowinj^ and to he had in Vir<^inia: rated 
as they are worth," in which is presented the astonishing list of 4l> articles. The 
natumi conuuodities which did not recjuire esinnial cultivation, such as various kinds 
of fish, furs, woods, shrubs and )»erries, were of course included. Hut this proof of 
rapid development in the industrial habits and occupations of the colonists is most 
important, and the note of the shipping of the same year and the one in 1H21 are 
confirmatory. In the former is the statemeiit of the number of men sent for each of 
four industries, and in the latter a similar declaration. The rapid transportation 
of settlers and the development of private plantations in these two 3'ears is as sur- 
prising. Thus in 1620 six ships with t>oO persons were sent to the colony, and 400 
more settlers were to be sent at once, of whom 5(X) were destined for the com- 
pany's land. The next year the number of ships dispatched increased to twenty -one 
and the number of persons to 1,:?(M), while the number of patents for private 
plantations grew from six to twenty-six. 

During the 3'ear 1622 the books printed by the company were much less valuable, 
although more numerous, there being seven in all. The Dechxratum of the xt ate of 
the Colony of Mrglnla with thr Relation of the Masffaere of the Knc/li^h^ hy the 
Xatiue Ivfidelh with the vatues of thone that mre MoMsacred^ by Edward Waterhouse, 
was more concerned with the disaster than with the previous development of the 
plantation.* A broadside is inserted in the copy of this declaration in the John 
Carter Brown Libmry, entitled *' Virginia Inconveniences,""'^ which wjis published 
separately and was a set of directions with regard to the provisions which each person 
should have ))efore sailing for the colon}. This included apparel, victuals, household 
implements, arms, sugar, spice, and fruit for consumption at sea, and nets, hooks, 
lines, and a tent for large numbers. The declaration was made that for its own 
tenants the Virginia Company followed the proportionate provision as set forth in 
this broadside. It is at once an advertisement for new tenants and a warning against 
the dangers which had wrought dissatisfaction and brought complaints to the com- 
pany. Tw^o sermons and two treatises were j)ublished in the same year; one of the 

'' This translation \va.M ordered in an ordinary court on November 15, 1620, and wap reported ready 
for the press on December 18. In the same courts there is a discussion of the prices of conmioditias 
produeefi in Virginia. List of Records, p. 188, Nos. 150, 151. 

fr List of Reconls, p. 152, No. 293. 

^Thid., No. 292. 
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latter was a reprint of Banoeirs book on tiilk worms, including a letter of encourage- 
ment from the King and one of advice from the treasurer, which were intended to 
promote the industry of silk as opposeil to tliat of tobaci'o;" the other treatise was 
by John Hrinshn* and was an encouragement for the advancement of learning and 
the foundation of schools/^ Of the same character was a four-page psimphlet, which 
was published in the same year, declaring the .>ums which had been collected ^'towards 
the building of a free schoole in Virginia. ""^ 

A number of general works w(»re approved by the company in the courts or were 
accepted and rewarded. Thus the proposition by Smith to write a history of Vir- 
ginia on April 12, 1H2I, seems to have lH'(»n acceptable to the adventurers, while 
(leorge Kugh, who had rendered service to the Virginia council by writing a treatise 
on govermnent, was publicly eulogizt^d upon hi> be<iueathing -t'KH) to the company 
for the education of intidels' children.' Edward Bennett was admitted to the com- 
l>an3' as a reward for a treatise against the importation of tobacco from Spain, and 
the chronicler, Howes, was granted i'2 pounds of tobacco as a yearly |)ayment for his 
references to \'irginia.' 

A immber of works were suggested in the courts of which we have no tmce or 
which can not be identified as appearing under other titles. To what the company 
referred when it petitioned the Archbishop of Canterbury for permission to publish 
the lx)ok which he had prohibited is unknown.-^ The printtnl book proix>sed by Sir 
Edwin Sandvs on November 4, i&2(K in which he wished to defend the lotteries and 
to hasten the dispatch of persons to Virginia, may have been the declaration of the 
shipping in 1620, })ut it is not mentioned again in the court lK)ok. In 1621 three other 
proposed publications failed to be executed, so far as is known, the first of which was 
a treatise on the government of Virginia by Thomas Rirgmve.-' The second was a 
defense of the compjiny, and concerned the health, trade, and manners of the colony, 
and the third considered the defects and remedies of Virginia and discussed the food, 

«The first suggestion of a reprint of this book ranie in a court of ()ctol)t»r 31, IHL'l, but it wa?* not 
until Septeml)er 5 of the year following that the Ixwk was onlere<l to l>e printecl, including the two 
letters. List of Record;:', No. .^7. The i^ernions were Virrfinia'M God Ite Thunked, by Patrick Copland^ 
1622, and one by John Donne. See Li.«t of Records, Nos. 312, 375. 

*'An order of court, December 19, 1821, provided for an expression of gratitude to John Brinsley 
and an appointment of a committei* to peruse and rej^rirt upon his work. On January 16 the com- 
mittee was grante<l additional time, and Patrick Copland was askeil to review the Ixjok and reix)rt to 
the company. Li.«t of Records, No. 2tU. 

<• List of Reconfe, No. 289. 

d Court Book, II, Noveml)er 20, 1622. 

nbid., I, April 12, 1621. 

flhid., I, July 18, 1620. 

ylbid., I, February 22, 1620,21. 
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health, fortifications, wealth, and religion of the colony." In the following year an 
attempt was made to collect the "'binding laws which had been ratified in courts" 
and to add them to the printed books, but it seems to have failed, since no tmce of 
such a publication has been found, and no final action is recorded in the court book.* 

DOCUMENTS REVEALING THE MOVEMENTS FOK TKADE AND INDUSTRY 

The printed advertisements between 1<51J^ and 1621 were successful in securing 
the capital with which to carry on the enterprise. It now remains to discover how 
the trade was conducted and controlled, how the plantation was developed and 
governed, and how the business was finally destroyed. 

The income which enabled the company to provide for new industries in 1619 
and 1620 was derived from the i*12 lOs. paid 1)V each new adventurer for each new 
share of stock, and from the lotteries. Special collections and particular gifts for the 
advancement of religion and of education in the colony were frequent, and thus the 
account and management of the college land became important. Before the intro- 
duction of freedom of trade into the colony, and the dissolution of the old magazine 
on January 12, 1619 20, the company had some profit from that monopoly,*^ but the 
ease with which returns came from the lotteries had doubtless led the compan}' to 
abolish the monopoly of trade which had become so difficult to maintain. That the 
company depended on the lotteries is indicated by the following statements in the 
court book: On Decem))er 1, 1619, the lotteries were continued until summer because 
there was no other means of securing money, and the plan put forth for the devel- 
opment of the colony on July 7, 1620, provided that the estimated expense of £17,800 
should be met by the income from the lotteries, which would amount to £18,000. 
Information concerning the organization for conducting the lottery is wanting. 
Books and rolls and catalogues of prizes are referred to but have not been found.*' 
Thus the onh^ documents which throw light on the system outside of the court book 
are the records of the suit of the Virginia Company against William Leveson, an 
agent for the lottery in 1613, which diseases that oooks and rolls had been kept, and 
that a house for the lottery had been erected and furnished "at the west end of St. 
Paules Church;" a proclamation by the King for the overthrow of the lottery on 
March 8, 1620 21; and a few letters solicting investments.*^ 

The investments by the company during the period of the lotteries followed 
three lines — the old magazine, the planting of the public and the college lands in 

a Court Book, I, April 12, June 11, 13, 1621. 

i>Ibid., I, November 19, 21, 1621; March 13, 1621/22. 

cJbkl, 1, July 7, 1619. 

(ilhid., I, June 24, 1619; January 12, 1619/20. 

^List of Rewrds, Nos. 28, 29, 71, 78. 
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Virginia, and the erection of industries for the production of certain commodities. 
The court book is the only source of information with n»gard to the ohl magazine, 
in which the company through its general stock of the company had invested more 
than twice as much as any other adventurer. Hence, during the last half of the year 
1619, it made every effort to gain an account and secure a settlement of that adventure. 
The discussion, which resulted in the adoption of free trade to the colony, reveals the 
system used for the control of the magazine, indicates to a slight degree the income 
which the company had had from that joint stock, and incidentally shows that it had 
some returns from the public lands in Virginia.'^ The numlKM*s of men sent to the 
company's land and their ecpiipment are given in the printed declarations, in the 
reports of the treasurer spread on the minutes, and in the discussions recorded in 
the court book, and although the sums invested for the purpose are not recorded, 
the statement was made by Sir Edw in Sandys that 800 men were sent through the 
income from the lottery. The transportation of dissolute persons in the year 1019 
to meet the command of the King, and the settlement of boys and girls on the 
compan3^'s land previous to h)2'2^ were other means used to people the public and 
college lands.'' 

Five commodities enumerated in the broadside of May 17, 1020, were established 
by action of the court. No record is extant of the exact nature of the investment, 
but it appears from the court ))ook to have })een chiefly an investment from the general 
stock. The movement for monopoly of certain industries rather than a monopoly 
of all tmde began during the latter part of the 3-ear 1620, and as a result the records 
deal extensively with plans for the sole importation of tobacco, by which a joint 
stock of £15,000 was to be raised to carry out what is known as the "' Somerscales 
plan.'" 

The overthrow^ of the lotteries carried consternation to the company. An 
income was essential with which to send out settlers to develop the soil or to create 
new industries, but the general stock was so low that the compan}' could not even 
carry out its plans for glassworks. Finally, after seveml months of discussion, 
recourse was had to special adventure or new joint stock companies for special 
undertakings, controlled by a treasurer who should be elected by the adventurers in 
the scheme. Thus followed the creation of a series of magazines for the erection of 
a glass furnace, for the establishuKMit of a fur trade, for sending maids for wives, 
and for supplying a magazine for apparel. The? records of these ventures are to be 
found only in the court book, and the data there given is very insutticient. This, of 
course, meant no advantage to the general stock, and the company was forced to 
discover means for securing returns from the general investment and an income with 

« (hurl Book, I, Juno LM, 28, July 7, 18, November 8, DecemlKT 15, 1619. 
hIb\(L, DecemlKjr 28, l(il9; January 12, Febniary 2, lf>19/20; July 8, 1(322. 
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which to develop the company's land. Hence, private plantations were organized, 
and private patents and monopolies for the industry of pitch and tar, for ironworks, 
for new discoveries were granted, while special commissions for trade along the coast 
and for fishing added to the revenue. With the exception of the movement for 
private plantations and for the sole importation of tobacco, but few records exist 
outside of the court book to reveal these vigorous endeavors to reap the results of 
the great investments in the earlier years." The grants for private plantations to 
individuals or groups of individuals, called hundreds, commenced as early as 1616, 
but increased i*apidly during and after 1621, there being entries in the court book of 
over fifty patents granted in four years, which provide for the transportation of at 
least 100 men each and often for four times as many. The system by which each 
hundred in Virginia and the adventurers for the hundred in England was organized 
is to be found in the court book and in the extant records of the companies. The 
minutes of one meeting for Martin's Hundred and one for Smythe's Hundred, and 
the forms for patents deposited in the British Museum, in addition to about seventy 
papers of Berkeley Hundred, afford a very satisfactory reconstruction of the terms of 
agreement, the expenses, the provisioning, the form of government, the instructions 
issued to the captain or governor of the hundred, and the terms of settlement with 
tenants and servants. The adventures of Lord Zouch and Ix)rd La Warr in 1617 
and 1618, and of the Walloons and French in 1621, complete the series of which any 
record exists.* 

But the private grants did not promise suflScient income to meet the great 
demands for supplies from the general stock which the massacre of 1622 brought 
about. As a result the company turned to the income from tobacco, regardless 
of its high purposes and its endeavors to enforce the production of other com- 
modities. This feeling of the importance of a contract for the sole importation of 
tobacco took such a strong hold upon the company that from May, 1622, until 
its dissolution, just a year later, nothing else worth mentioning is recorded in the 
court book, while the quarrel concerning the salaries to be paid for the manage- 
ment of the iI100,000 to be invested in this project monopolized the attention 
of several courts. In addition to the record of an entire year in the court book, 
numerous memoranda of v^arious estimates of the value of the tobacco monopoly 
to the Crown and to the company are deposited an)ong the Manchester papers 

«The clisoussiona in the Court Book "with regard to the majjazine, the development of commodities, 
and private plantations will be found through the Index under those headings. 

ft For the documents on Berkeley HundR»d see the Smyth of Nibley Papers in the New York 
Public Library, which are cited in the List of Records. See also Nos. 71, 72, 76, 77, 82, 227, 264, 
735. These are really records of the private companies and fall under class VI in the List of Records. 
Among the forms for patents in the British Museum is that granted to Martin's Hundred: List of 
Records, No. 323. 
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in the Public Record Office. The communications with the Privv Council on 
the subject are spread on the company's minutes, and are also to be found among 
the Colonial State papers. This series includes the proclamations of the King in 
1624, and the new propositions and measures for tobacco importation of the 
same year. The economic condition of the planter, the necessity of a revenue to 
the company, the amount of the importation and of the customs value to the 
King, the relations with Spain, and the economic values in England are all brought 
out in the estimates, discussions, and arguments.'* 

DOCUMENTS l)ISClX>SIN(i THE RELATIONS WITH THE COIX>NY 

The study of the relations of the company to the colony and the development 
within the colony may be based on a greater variety of documents than any other 
phase of the subject, especially with regard to the political conditions. The court 
book furnishes an understanding of the attitude and motives of the companj' and 
often serves to connect the data gathered from letters, instructions, commissions, 
patents, and grants. Thus the emphasis on the custom of martial law in the colony 
and the severity of penalty imposed is revealed both in the court book and in the 
extracts from Governor Argall's register.* The additional forms of government 
required by the development of the colon}- are recorded in the court book, by which 
the company created the offices of deputies to the governor for the college and for 
the public land, secretary, treasurer, chancellor, and surveyor, and provided for the 
compensation of officers by grants of land, b}^ transportation of tenants, by the 
income of the company's land, and by allowance of fees.^ The requests for the 
appointment of a council of State and for laws and orders, urgently repeated by 
Governor Yeardley, as recorded in the court book in 1619, give evidence that the 
source of such development was in the colony. But the fundamental law for the 
government of the colon}' is recorded in three documents, the instructions to Gov- 
ernor Yeardley, November 8, 1618, which created the land system, the instructions 
to Governor W\'att, July 24, 1621, which emphasized the industrial development, 
and " An Ordinance and Constitution * * * for a Councill of State and Generall 
Assembly" in Virginia, which continued the political forms. 

These documents provided for the creation of two councils. The council of 
state, couiposed of the governor and council, was to form an executive and 

"List of Records, 60, 102, 147, 184. 185, 59, 263, 287, 448, 392, 396, 410, 413, 411, 414, 424, 425, 
431. 482, 676, 678, 680, 681, 682, 691, 692, 693, 695, 696, 703, 705, 712, 724, 729, 733, 737, 744, 747, 756. 
See also the index of the Court Book, pout, Vol. II, under "Tolmcco." 

^List of Records, No. 40, ff. 

<^ Court Bookt I, April 3, May 15, 17, 1620. See also Bruce, Economic HitUory of Virginia, 
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vate correspondence proves that the official letters were likelj' to give but one 
phase of the conditions^ 

About thirt3^-tive letters addressed to Sir Edwin Sandys during the years 1619 
to 1621 have Ijcen found aiiiong the Ferrar papers, which are full of complaint 
because of the scarcity of provisions. Apparently Sir Edwin's policy to develop the 
plantation, and especially the company's land as a source of revenue, was overdone, 
and he was not as wise in carrying out his plan as he had been in forming it, since the 
colony was unable to provide for the large numbers sent out. These complaints are 
casually mentioned in the couil book, ])ut the Sandys-Ferrar correspondence shows 
that it was the desire of the administration to conc^jal the difficulties and distress 
of the colony not only from the public but also from the hostile faction. The Man- 
chester papers preserve letters, or copies of them, which came to the company or 
to individuals in 1022 and 1623 complaining of similar deprivations in the colony.** 

The company was not onh^ interested in the economic and industrial develop- 
ment and the necessary politic4il forms of the colony, but, as Sir Edwin Sandys 
declared, it had a higher purpose than the Muscovy or the other commercial corpo- 
I'ations. This high ideal is proved by the attention which is devoted to plans for 
the college, by the appointment of ministers, by the collections in the churches, and 
by the gifts received,* but the theory that the chief motive of the ent-erprise was 
religious is not supported either by the spirit or by the data of the records. 

RECORDS KEPT BY THE OFFICERS IN THE COLONY 

The acts of the administration in Virginia are recorded in the volume of 
contemporar}' records of the company kept by the colony which are described 
above. They consist of a series of nine orders and proclamations by the governor 
and council and of twenty-one orders, proclamations, commissions, and warrants 
issued by the governor as the executive officer of the council for the regulation 
of affairs in the colon\\ They cover the years 1621, 1622, and 1623, and concern 
the collection of taxes, the designation of laborers for public works, the regu- 
lation of prices of commodities, the restraint of relations with the Indians, and 
the control of the momls of the citizens. In addition to these documents issued 
by the governor is a series of twenty-four commissions and warrants issued to 
individuals to act as conunanders of cities and hundreds, to carry on trade with 
the Indians, to make discoveries, to wage war upon the Indians, and to collect 
mone3\s. Another group of documents in the same collection consists of thirty- 
six petitions to the governor and council between 1622 and 1624. They are 

«For a citation of these letters in the List of Records, see the Index under ** Letters." 
^PoM, Vol. II, Index under ** College," " Fxlucation," "Minipters." 
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claims for wages and for moneys due, demands for fulfillment of contracts, 
requests for pardon and for justification in personal quarrels, demands for lands, 
and petitions to be allowed to return to deserted plantations and to England.** 

The only extant record of the council for 1619 is an account of the '* putting 
out of the Tenants that came over in the B[ona] N[ovaJ w*** other orders of the 
Councell," found among the Ferrar papers.* 

The '^courte booke," or original record of the meetings of the governor and 
council, in which these petitions were heard and orders issued, is extant from 1624 
to 1632, with a record of one court in 1622 and of one in 1623. These are mostly 
the actions of the council sitting in a judicial capacity and concern controversies 
over property, probate matters, and criminal (charges. The punishments seem 
extreme. Two actions of the court are particularly interesting, one affecting 
Edward Sharpless for sending copies of the colonial records to England, and the 
other consisting of accusations against Captain John Martin of slanderous and false 
utterances. A few additional orders and warrants are preserved among the Colonial 
State papers,^ together with a report of the proceedings of the assembly in 1619, 
written bj' John Pory and sent to England, the only other account of which was 
sent to Sir Edwin Sandys b}' John Rolfe, and is among the Fermr papers.^ The 
acts of the assembly for March 5, 1623 24 are the only measures of that body 
during the life of the company which are extant, with the exception of the letters 
and petitions addressed to the company and to the King, and of a few orders. 

DOCUMENTS C^ONCERNINO TIIK 1)KVKTX)PMENT OF FACTIONS AND THE DISSOLUTION OF 

THE COMPANY 

A series of documents remains which does not l)ear directly on the organization 
of the company or the expression of its activity in trade and in colonial enterprise, 
but is invaluable for a study of the history of the company, since it concerns the 
relations of the individual members to one another, reveals the inner life and motive 
of the company Jis a whole and of the various groups, and explains the conditions 
which resulted from the interference of the King and the overthrow of the corpora- 
tion. The entire movement centers about the growth of factions in the company. 
The movement begins in the years just preceding the accession of Sir Edwin Sandys 
to the position of treasurer, and seems to have had its origin in the trouble over 

a For citation of these documents in the TJst of Records, see the Index under ** Warrants," 
* * Commissions, " ' * Proclamation?, " ' * Onlers. * ' 
i'List of Records, Noh. 138, 139. 
clbid., Nos. 240, 521, W5. 
dibid., Nos. 11(3, 154. 
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Sir Sanuiol ArcrjiH and tho appointment of Sir (loor^o Yoardley as governor of the 
colony. It finally involved many of the personal eomplaints and difficulties which 
presented themselves to tlie company, and then^fore requires a study of those 
problems ))efon» it can be understood. 

The measures whieli thus arose with regard to individuals are to be found 
chiefly in the court book. They supply much information which can not be 
obtained elsewhere with regard to the methods of proc^edure of the company, 
and afford scattered data of great importance in addition to the light they throw 
on the disputes of the factions. The subjects discussed include such problems 
as the relations with the northern colony, the conllict with Si)ain concerning the 
ship 7yv'/M//yv'/*, the suit agjiinst William Wye for failing to land settlei's in Vir- 
ginia, and various accusations agjiinst (Jovernor Veardley and Captsiin Argall for 
misgov(M"iiment in the colony. The accounts of Sir Thomas Smythe, the settle- 
ment of Alderman Robert .lohnson's accounts for the magazine, and the illegality 
of Captain riohn Martin's j)atiint for a plantation, were also (juestions which were 
of vital impoi'tance to the financial affairs of the company and took the atten- 
tion of numerous courts; but neither the accounts of Sir Thomas Smythe nor of 
the magazine were ever adjusted. 

The claims against the company presented by William Tracey, by William 
Welden, the deputy of the college land who was sui)(»rs(»ded by (leorge Thorpe, 
and by the heirs of Sir (ieorge Somers for a compensation for the Somers 
Islands are but illustrations of tlie many demands nnule upon the company. 
The court sat as a judiciary body to settle numerous personal (juarn^.ls, including 
the Brewster-Argall, the Argall-Smythe, the Hargrave-Smythe, and the Johnson- 
Southampton cases. Disputes which arose within the courts and resulU»d in 
sland(»r and count<»r accusations took much of the time and attention of the 
company, the trouble l>etween the council and Samuel \Vroth over the (piestion 
of sjilaries thus consuming the entire time of the courts for three months, from 
December to Fe})ruarv, 1022 3. In the various collections in London are alnnit 
a dozen |)ji]K»rs which give additional information on the Argall-Rich troubles, 
the censure of Alderman Johnson, the Martin patent, the ac<*ount,s of Sir Thomas 
Sm^'the, and the suits against William W\ve." 

The documents which bear directly on the factional differences in the company 
are among the Manclu^ster and the Fernir pajXH-s. From them comes the insight 
into the very motives and thoughts of the oj)posing parties, and the proof that 

« For tlic hintory cif tlieso vahuh as given in the court Iniok, wc the citations in tho Index, 
/'on/, Vol. II, under the names sugKestt»d. Keferenees to the do<-uinents in the List of Records, 
mav also b<^ found in the Index. 
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probleinH. One of the most important documents, however, has not l>een found, 
since the efforts for a new patent can not be traced beyond the statements in 
the court book. It wjis tirst proposed November 15, 1020, and was ordered to be 
continued and to be contirmed by Parliament on January 31, 1020 21. On the 
22d of the foHowinj^ month the Lords weie appointed to secure the seal, and 
on April 12 the objections of the attorney -i^eneml, to whom the King had referred 
the patent, were discussed. That it never went into effect is certain, since no 
record is to ])e found among the sign manual warrants in the record office or in 
the signet docquet book. Furthermore, it is not enrolled in the chancery tiles, 
and it is not entered on the patent rolls, while in the suit of the f/tio warratito 
the only letters patent cited are those already known of 1006, 1009, and 1012." 

Unless the documents have l)een lost or the di\U\ of the entrv has l)een mis- 
taken the conclusion nuist be reached that after th(^ surrender of the draft of the 
new charter to the solicitor-general it disap^x^ared from sight. During the year 1022 
the communications between the King and the company concerned the tolmcco con- 
tract and its iinal acceptance at the connnand of the King, and revealed the maturity 
of the i)olicy of interference which had been developing during the previous years. 
The number of accusations against the company increased during the year, and the 
records of the early part of 1()23 abound in letters of complaint and charges of 
mismanagement from the colony. The memoiimda of the AVarwick party, found 
among the Manchester papers, are also essential to the understanding of the 
movements toward the overthrow of the company. Many of the forty conununi- 
cations between the King and the company are spread on the court book, while 
all of them are found in the Privy Council register. These include the commis- 
sions to the board chosen to investigate the affairs of the company,* and the 

«The Editor sean-hed the following dooiiinentfl in the Public Rettord Ofiice for a record or 
citation of thiw chart<.>r: 

Sign Manual Warrants, Nos. 11, i:M7. 

Exdiequer, 19 James I. (1G21.) 

Docquet of the Signet Otti(!e. 

Chancery Privy Stml, 19 Janien I, January-August. (1621.) 

The Huggention that a charter was reissueil at a later date led to a similar fruitless sean!h in 
the Chancery of the Privv Seal as follows: 

22 James I. July, August. (1624.) 

7 Charles I. February, March, October-Decemlier. (16.S1.) 

9 Charles I. August. (16:«.) 

14 Charles J. August, Sei)tember. (1638.) 

16 Charles I. A|)ril. (1(J40.) 

^ A record of the grand c<.)nnnittei^ appointtnl to defend the company before the commissioners 
and a reconl of a meeting «)f the commissioners are among the Ferrar {>ai)ers. List of Records, 
Nos. 3t>4, 543. 
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directions to the commissioners sent to Virginia. The correspondence between 
the King and the colony during those months of struggh* concerned the latter 
commission and established the royal authority, but the letters from the colony 
were addressed to the company as late as the close of the year, six months after 
the judgment was rendered in the f/tfo irarranfo suit. 

The record of this suit is found in the coram nge roll of the Kings Bench. In 
the entry the usual writ served upon the company is followed by the information 
read by Edward Offley, the attorney for the company, citing the letters patent of 
16()6 and especially of 1()<)9. It enumerates the rights granted to the corporation, 
and claims that other privileges were never used. The third document is the reply 
of Attorney-Genenil Coventry in which he prays for tlie conviction of the accused 
on account of the usurpation of privileges, and cites those mentioned in the infor- 
mation, claiming that there had not l)een sufficient answ(»r in any point. The answer 
of Nicholas Fermr and others states that the company is ready to verify its rights 
as quoted. The judgment was rendered on the morrow of Holy Trinity, and 
det^lares that Nicholas Ferrar and the others are convicted of the usurpation of 
privileges and that the ''said privileges are taken and seized into the hand of the 
King and the said Nicholas Ferrar and others shall not intermeddle )mt shall be 
excluded from the usurpation of liberties, privileges, and franchises of the same so 
taken from the King, and that the}^ are to satisfy to the King his fine for the usurpa- 
tion of said privileges.-' The writ of quo warranto was issued out of the Kings 
Bench on the Tuesday next after the morrow of All Souls (November 4, 1()23). 
The suit was opened on the Friday after the quindecim of St. Martin's (Noveml>er 
28), and was then postponed until the eighth of Hillary (January 20). It was 
postponed a second time to the quindecim of Easter (April 11), and judgment was 
finally rendered on the morrow of Trinity (May 24, 1624). 

VALUE OF THE VIRGINIA RECORDS 

It has been the purpose of this paper to give to the reader a knowledge of 
what records the Virginia Company kept and to afford a guide to the extant 
records, as well as to indicate the character and iniportance of the various col- 
lections of records and of the various cla*ises of dociunents. The value of this 
series of papers is threefold — it discloses the organization and activity of the 
company; it aids in an understanding of the various problems, policies, and con- 
ditions of the State under the early Stuarts; and it is of great inqx^rtance in a 
study of the entire movement of the e4irlier and of the later century for 
exploration, for trade, and especially for colonization. 
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The object of the previous discussion has been to show that an intimate knowledge 
of the mechanism of the company, of the methods of other corporations and business 
houses, of the policies of the company toward the plantation, of the growth of the 
colony, and of the change in the attitude of the Crown may be gained from the 
various documents. Thus the value of the records in revealing the methods employed 
by the company in conducting its courts, in keeping its books, in securing capital, and 
in finding investment which would result in immediate returns and enable the com- 
pany' to transport men to the colony, has been pointed out. The evidence of the 
change of the plantation from a colony for exploitation to a colony for settlement, 
and the consequent etiort of the compan}' to stimulate exploration, settlement, and 
the development of resources, as well as the proof of the liberality of the proprietors 
in advanc'ing self-government, has been outlined. 

The indication in the records of the colony that the control changed from al>solutc 
authority centmlized in the governor to local management and government through 
a representative legislative assembly, and that the social conditions developed from 
life in a few compact settlements to plantation life has been suggested. Moreover, 
the documents which show the effort^ of the joint-stock companies to gain protection 
and become privileged monopolies, on the one hand, and the tendency of the (5rown, 
on the other, to utilize the company to relieve the country of its undesimble popu- 
lation, to secure a share in the revenue, and finally to assume the full proprietorship 
of the colony has l)een cited. 

The court book and other records of the company hav^e another value in that 
they incidentjilly aid in an understanding of many problems of the government. Thus 
the attitude of the King toward the company was much influenced b}^ his desire for 
marriage relations with Spanish royalty. Various (|uestions of policy were often 
discussed in the meetings of the company, such as the freedom of trade and of 
fishing, monopolies, customs, and shipping, while the financial aid given to colo- 
nization by Spain is citt^d in contrast to the action of Kngland, and the favor 
to the Spanish colonies by the State in allowing the sole imporbition of certain 
products was dwelt upon. The desire to cement the colony to the State and the 
necessity of avoiding sepanition was nmch enipluusized, but the wisdom of allowing 
self-government to the colony was nev(*r once forgotten. In fact, the argument that 
democra<*y was unavoidable, since the planter had the privilege of the adventurer, 
was urged in opposition to the accusations of the King that the company favored 
democratic forms. This spirit in the company is also seen in the tendency to 
address Parliament whenever possible, as illustrated in the movement for a new 
patent and in the settlement of the tobacco (juestion. 

The economic and industrial situation in England is perhaps better revealed than 
any other phase of affairs. Thus the commodities which were in demand and not 
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It was in July, 1622, that the controverny between the factions in the compan}^ 
was first brought before the Privy Council, and, strangelj'^ enough, the plaintiff wa^j 
John Bargrave, who later championed those whom he now accused. The complain- 
ant declared that he had lost 6,600 pounds through the ''unjust practices and 
miscarriage of government" on the part of Sir Thomas Smythe and Alderman 
Robert Johnson. The matter was referred to a committee composed of Lord 
Viscount Grandison, Lord Brook, the master of the rolls, Lord Keeper Coventry, 
and Secretary Conway, but the affair dragged on in the council until it was finally 
settled on January 22, 1622/3, by its ordering Bargrave to forbear troubling Sir 
Thomas Smythe.* From that time the battle between the factions in the company had 
begun. The tobacco contract between the lord treasurer as representative of the 
King on the one hand and the company on the other, which had occupied so much of 
the time of the courts, was allowed by the Privy Council on the 2d of February.^ 
But the spirit of conflict was seen in the entire correspondence, and during the few 
succeeding months bitter complaints concerning the mismanagement of affairs in the 
colony were made by Nathaniel Butler in his Unniaskhig of the Colmiy of Virginia 
and by Alderman Johnson in his Declaratimu^ That both of these originated in the 
Warwick faction has been revealed by the Manchester papers. 

On April 17 a committee headed by Lord Cavendish was summoned before 
the Privy Council to defend the Virginia Company against the ''grievances of 
Planters and Adventurers." As a result, the first blow was struck at the liberty 

« That the Virginia Company had a large number of records which are not now extant has been 
revealed by a study of the existing documents. In addition to the original court books and the five 
other records provided for by the "Orders and Constitutions" there were the l.ooks created at a later 
date, the duplicates of patents and grants, the petitions, and all of the account books of the various 
magazines and joint stock companies. If the papers of the private plantations and hundreds which 
are represented by the Smyth of Nibley papers, were added to these, the volume of missing records 
would become very great. A discussion therefore of what resources have been searched, though in 
vain, seems desirable, in order to aid further investigation. 

ft List of Records, Nos. 351, 401. 

clhid., No. 401. 

'Uhid., Nos. 388,395. 
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of the company when tlic Privy Council jinnounccd that it >vas the King's intention 
that a comniis.sion should l>e apix>intod to inquire into the shite of the Virginia 
and Somers Islands plantations/' From that time the affairs of the company were 
under surveillance, and the corresiX)ndence, the trade, and even the personal liberty 
of its officers were subject to restniint. The company was immediately forbidden 
to receive any private letters except on its own business, while on the 2Hth of the 
same month its letters were disallowed l)y the Privy Council because they failed 
to ''certify the King's grace to the Colonies/' Already the court books and other 
writings had been required of the secretary of the company, as is shown by a 
rec*eipt for the same, dated April 21, among the Ferrar papers. This receipt was 
given to Edward Collingwood by the clerk of the council. As a concomitant the 
council dissolved the tobaci'o contract and reduced the former customs on tobacco 
from twelve to nine pence per poimd. It allowed the companies the sole importation 
of tobacco, but it required that the whole crop should l)e brought into England.* 

There were other acts which partook of the same spirit aa the interference with 
the correspondence and business of the company. On May 13 the Privy Cbuncil 
ordered that liord Cavendish, Sir Edwin Sandys, and Nicholas and John Ferrar 
should l>e confined to their houses, a punishment inflicted for a contempt of an 
order of the council table against the use of bitter invectives, and brought 
about by the complaint of the Earl of Warwick. Lord Cavendish was in restraint 
five days and the others eight days. The release came as a result of their 
"acknowledgment of offence and expression of sorrow.'"'' The threat of the King 
was carried out, and the declaration of war was made on May 9 by the appointment 
of a commission to investigate the disputes in the Virginia Company and to report 
upon their method of procedure. 

The danger of confiscation of the company's records was f ulh' realized for the 
the first time on May 22, 1623, when the Privy Council enforced a previous order to 
surrender " all Charters liooks, (and by name the blurred Book or Books), Letters, 
Petitions, Lists of Names and Provisions, Invoyces of Goods, and all other writing 
whatsoever, and Tmnscripts of them, belonging to them." The new order declared 
that the "' Blurred Book or Books'" had been kept back. The documents were to be 
surrendered to the clerk of the council, but the custod}- of the records was given to 
the commissioners. Each party was to have free use of them "in such sort as to ye 
Commissioners shall seem good." Furthermore "all Boxes & Packages of Letters 
which hereafter shall be brought over from Virginia or ye Summer Islands during 
this Commission" were to be "immediateh' delivered to ye Commissioners by them 

a List of Records, No. 467. Printed in full in Le Froy, 1, 289-290. 

&Li£«t of Records, Nos. 476 and 478. 

cSee Orders in Council, cited in IMd., Noe. 506 and 510. 
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to be broken open, perused or otherwise disi)osed [ofj as they shall find cause."'* 
The records were in the possession of the clerk of the council from the date of this order, 
or earlier, until November 7, 1028, as is shown by a warrant bearing the latter date, 
in which the commissioners of May D required of the council a ''trunk of writings" 
locked up under the custody of the Privy Council to be delivered to the '•'bearer."* 

A careful search for the missing jmpers nmst commence at this point. Although 
the records, or at least the court }>ooks, were later returned to the conifmny, some of 
them may have been retained by the commissioners or by individuals thereof. 
Therefore, hidden awaj' in the collections of the heirs of these men, it might be 
supposed, would be found the nmch sought-for documents. The members of this 
commission, created April 17, were Sir William Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortescue, Sir 
Francis Gofton, Sir Richard Sutton, Sir William Pitt, Sir Henry Bouchier, and 
Sir Henry Spiller.*^ But, as far as can >>e determined from personal investigation, 
from the report of the Royal Conmiission on Historical Manuscripts, from conversa- 
tion with Sir Henry Maxwell Lyte, of that l)ody, or from other men conversant with 
the private and public depositories in England, none of the papers did remain in the 
possession of those conmiissioners. 

A conmiittee of the Privy Council may have had access to these papers, for on 
July 22 Ijords Grandison, Carew, and Chichester were appointed to take into con- 
sideration the reports on the colony and to present to the council orders most fit for 
the regulation of the government of Virginia.*' Another group of men intrusted 
with the investigation of affairs at that time, and into whose hands and private 
possession might have come papers belonging to the company, were John Harve}'^, 
John Pory, Abraham Percy, Samuell Matthews, and John Jefferson. This commis- 
sion was sent to Virginia for the purpose of investigating conditions, and many of 
the documents bearing on their relations with the colony are among the colonial 
State papers. 

The documents remained in the custodv of the commission until November 21, 
and were then returned to the secretary of the company. An order in council 
declared that all the ''Books and writings, whether remayneing in the hands of the 
Com" or elswher, shalbe fwthw*** deliuered by Inventorie vnto the said Company." 
The complaint had been made by the treasurer that they could not make answer to 
the quo warranto which had been issued out of the King's Bench against the company 
without the use of their records.* Therefore, from November, 1623, until June, 

a List of Records, No. 513. 

6/6iU, No 580. 

<?For the order in council creating this commission, see Ibxd.^ No. 499. 

dlhxd., No. 547. 

«iWd., No. 593. 
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1624, the comiMiny whs in poysession of its documents, and it wa« during that period 
that Nicholas Fcrmr was Imsily engaged in having them transcribed. 

The last order which concerned these records from December 30, 1(128, until 
the company was finally overthrown, in June of the following year — when the organi- 
zation, according to Nethersole, l)ecame a com^mny for trade and not for government — 
was a letter of the council to " Nicholas Ferrar, Deputie,"' to bring to them unopened 
all letters which had come in a ship lately arrived from Virginia." That the King 
in the meantime was concerned in the preservation of all papers relating to Virginia 
is seen in a letter from Secretary Conway to Sir Thomas Merry, in which he was 
requested to preserve all papers in the possession of ** his late cousin," John Puntis, 
vice-admiral of Virginia, and any others which concerned the business.* 

Following up the recall of the charter, the Privy Council declared that it was the 
King's intention to renew th(^ charter of the company without the imperfections of 
the former grant. A committee was therefore appointed on June 24 to resolve on the 
well settling of the colony, to give the orders thei*efor, and to report to the King for 
further directions. This body consisted of Lord President Mandeville, I^ord Paget, 
I^rd Chichester, the lord treasurer, the comptroller, the principal secretaries of 
state, the chancellor of the exchequer, the chancellor of the duchy, the attorney- 
general, the solicitor-general, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Thomas Smythe, Francis 
Gofton, John Wolstenholme, and Alderman Johnson.*^ 

Two days later an order in council was issued instructing Mr. Ferrar, deputy of 
the company, to bring to the council chamber all patents, ]x)oks of accounts, and 
invoices of the late coi^poration and all lists of people in the colony, to be retained by 
the keeper of the council chest till further order.^ Thus was ended the control of the 
government by the old organization, if not of the affairs of the company and 
its colony, and thus the records passed into the charge of the clerk of the Privy 
Council. 

A commission to establish a government in Virginia is to be found in the chan- 
cery privy seals under .fuly of the twenty-second year of «rames I, countersigned to 
pass by immediate warrant. The patent roll of the period records this commission, 
dated ffuly 15, 1624, by which the Virginia Company was to be supplanted and the 
first royal province in America was to ))e established.* The records of the old com- 
pany, however, are not lost to sight till three days later. On July 15 the commis- 
sioners met at Sir Thomas Smythe's house and determined that the charters, seals, 
and writings of the company were to be brought to Sir Thomas Smythe's house and 

« For the order in council creating this commission, see List of Rec^ords, No. 608. 
b List of Records, No. 683. 'f TlmL, No. 689. 

clbid.y No. 687. * Ibid., No. 70L 
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kept in cbargfc of the clerk of the commissioners, H. Fotherby, to be nsed by the 
commissioners at pleasure/' 

In the Privy Council rej^ister, under date of June 2^, 1H24, there is an order for 
Mr. Ferrar to deposit in the council chamlier the papers of the late corporation, and 
in the margin is a note which gives the last glimpse of those records. It reads 
as follows: " Nd: All theis Patents bookes of accounts &c were delivered to 
Henry Fotherby clarke to the Comissionei's, by order from the Lords the 19 of 
July 1624.'^* 

That these members of the Privv Council and others of the commissioners for 
Virginia had all of the original records of the company in their possession at that 
date is thus proved. What became of them later can be a matter only of specu- 
lation. That they had been so carefully preserved and were deposited '' for use by 
the members of the commissioners,^' seems to indicate that the theory of their 
destruction by the Crown is not tenable. There are two theories which seem much 
more likely. It may be that they passed finally into the possession of the Privy 
Council, which evidently soon assumed the burden of the control of the affairs of the 
province; for, on May 18, 1625, a royal proi»lamation arranged for a council which 
was to be sulwrdinate to the Privy Council.^ The papei's may thus have remained 
with the King's Council until the creation of the commission for Virginia in K531, 
which in turn was supplanted by the Ik)ard of Commissioners for Foreign Plantations 
in 1634.^ The commission created in July of 1H24 was composed of the lords of the 
council and '* certain others," and the council register seems to indicate that it was 
usually the council sitting as a commission. After 1624 the papers, letters, and 
instructions were all issued by the council, the commissions to the councillors and to 

a List of Records, No. 702. 

^Ibid., No. 689. 

c A letter to the Earl of Warwick dated November 16, 1624, bears the signatures of the council 
for ViiT^inia as follows: Sir Thomas Smith, Fenliuando (rorges, John Wolstenholme, Samuel Argall, 
Thomas Gibbs, Samuel Wrot, and John Pory. There had been Home question concerning the addition 
of names to the commission, but whether thi«j is n j)ortion only of the council of July 15 or a new 
oi^ganization is uncertain. Ihid.y No. 738. 

t'The meml^ers of the commission for Virginia appointe<l June 17, 1631, were: Edwanl fiirl of 
Dorset, Henry KsltX of Danby, Dudley Viscount Dorchester, Secretary Sir John Coke, Sir John 
Danvers, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Thomas Rowe, Sir Robert Heath, Mr. Recorder [Heneage Finch], 
Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir John Wolstenholme, Sir Francis Wiatt, Sir John Brooke, Sir Keuehn Digby, 
Sir John Zouch, John Bankes, Thos. Cli})b, Nath. Rott [Wrote?], Mr. Sands, John Wolstenholme, 
Nicholas Ferrar, Mr. Barlwr, and John Ferrar. SiH3 Coioiiud Pn/MTifj Vol. VI, No. 14. 

The commissionern for plantations ap|K)intiHl Ajjril 28, IHIU, were: William I^ud, Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Thomas Lord Oiventry, lord keejHjr; Richanl Neile, Archbishop of York; Richard 
Earl of Portland, lonl high treasurer; Henry Earl of Manchester; and seven other officers of state. 

26105—05 8 
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governors of the colony passed the privy seal and were engrossed on the patent roll, 
and the letters or papers from the colony were addressed to the council. 

Another theory as to the fate of the records is that they were at first in charge of 
Henry Fotherby, clerk of the commissioners, but that they were gradually scattered 
among the membei's of the commission most interested in the career of the company 
as the authority of the commission became purely that of government. The 
members of the commission, created July 15, 1624, in whose families such papers 
might be found, are as follows: Henry Viscount Mandeville, Lord President of the 
Coimcil, Wm. Ijord Paget, Anthony Lord Chichester, Sir Thomas Edmonds, Sir 
John Suckling, Sir Geo. Calvert, Sir Edward Conway, Sir Richard Western, Sir 
Julius Caesar, Sir Humphrey May, Sir Saville Hicks, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Henry 
Mildmay, Sir Thomas Coventry, Sir Robert Heath, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Sir 
Robert Killigrew, Sir Charles Montague, Sir Philip Carew, Sir Francis Goston 
[Gofton], Sir Thomas Wroth, Sir John Wolstenholme, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir 
Samuel Argall, Sir Humphrey Handford, Mathew Sutclitf, Dean of Exeter, Francis 
White, Dean of Carlisle, Thomas Tamshaw, Alderman Robert Jolmson, James 
Cambell, Ralph Freeman, Morris Abbott, Nathaniel Butler, George Wilmore, 
William Hackwell, John Mildmay, Philip Germayne, Ekiward Johnson, Thomas 
Gibbes, Samuel Wrote, John Porey (?), Michael Hawes, Edward Palavacine, Robert 
Bateman, Martin Bond, Thomas Styles, Nicholas Leate, Robert Butt, Abraham 
Cartwright, Richard Eklwards, John Dyke, Anthony Aldy, William Palmer, Ekiward 
Ditchfield, George Mole, and Richard Morer.^ 

Had not the receipt from the Privy Council to the secretary of the company 
revealed the existence of the early records in 1623, and had not the memoranda of 
Sir Nathaniel Rich confirmed the fact,* the theory might be put forth that the papers 
of the early period were burned in the destruction of Sir Thomas Smythe's house at 
Deptford on February 6, 1618/19. The fire at Whitehall on the 16th of January, 
1618/19, at which the privy seal, signet, and council records are supposed to have 
been destro3^ed, is sometimes suggested as the cause of the disappearance of the 
Virginia records. But the facts given above, in addition to the statement of Sir 
Thomas Wilson to the King that there had been but little loss of papers since they 
had been transferred to the new oflBce refutes that theory.^ 

It remains for the future enquirer to examine the collections which are known to 
contain papers belonging to the families indicated by the names of the various com- 
missioners and of the Privy Councillors for that period. Such investigations are made 
difficult by the transfer of papers from one branch of a family to another, necessitating 

« Virginia Magazine of History ^ VII, 40. 

'' Antey pp. 25, 63. 

^Documents rehthig to the HiMonj of the Public He.cord Office, in tlio Roconi Office*. 
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a knowledge of the genealogy of the various familien represented. Having found the 
heirs of the families in question, the search may then be conducted through the reports 
of the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts. But this is not sufficient. Since 
trace of the family is often lost, or no evidence can be found of collections of docu- 
ments, it becomes necessary to search through every section of those reports of the 
commission for stray sets of papers. The greatest confusion also results from the sale 
of libraries, and while the catalogues of Quaritch or Sotheby may afford a clue to the 
offer of such material for sale, often in small lots, the name of the purchaser is not 
usually to be discovered. The result is that the student must wait in patience until 
the papers have drifted into some great depository — such as the British Museum and 
the Bodleian Library — or until they have been made known to the public through 
the^Manuscripts Commission or by private enterprise.^ 

Another difficulty, which can not be overcome by the individual student, is the 
insufficiency of the catalogues of early date. This is gradually being met by the 
re-issue of catalogues and calendars in the British Museum, and the Bodleian, although 
the new catalogue of the latter is only ''summary." The Ashmolean and Uawlinson 
papers in the Bodleian may afford many surprises. Furthermore, the early reports 
of the Manuscripts Commission were often incomplete and too general in character. 
However, the more recent volumes are full calendars, and the older volumes may 
be republished in time. 

In the great collections of the British Museum are brought together the papers 
or portions of the papers of a few of the men with whom we are concerned. In 
the Lansdowne collection are about one-third of the papers of Sir Julius Caesar, 
master of the rolls, which were sold at auction in 1757. Among these have been 
found the valuable letters of John Martin and the draft of the commission of 1624. 
In the Harleian collection, brought together by Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, at 
the close of the seventeenth century, and among the papers of Sir John Cotton, who 
was a noted antiquarian of the time of James I, are a few important documents. 

The valuable collection of the Marquis of Bath, containing the Cecil papers, has 
been recatalogued and found to contain nothing which concerns the company after 
1616, and nothing of the earlier period not known to Alexander Brown. 

Two other collections, imperfectly calendared by the Manuscripts Commission, 
are those of Lord Sackville, of Knole, Seven Oaks, Kent, and of the Earl of 
Coventry, Croome Court, Severn Stoke, Worcestershire. Since the statement was 
made by John Ferrar, in the later years of his life, that Sir Robert Killigrew had 
left the Virginia papers to Sir EMward Sackville, the Earl of Dorset, our interest in 

«The search for the records has not only been conducted along these lines, but the collections 
belonging to the families of the officers of State under James I, and Charles I, have been investigated. 
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this collection is intensified. Both Sir Rol)ert Killigrew and Richard Sackville, Earl 
of Dorset, are seen to have been vitally conne<;ted with the company and the settle- 
ment of its affairs. Two other connections of this family may have brought together 
collections which might contain Virginia papers. Richard Sackville, Earl of Dorset, 
married Frances, the daughter of Lionel Cranfield, the first Earl of Middlesex, and 
he himself became heir to the Cmnfield house and title as third earl. The first Earl 
of Middlesex was the lord treasurer during the regime of the company and figures 
prominently as the individual who conducted the f/tfo irurra?it<j suit against the 
Virginia Company. Furthermore, I^ionel Sackville West is the direct descendant 
of Lord De La Warr, of Virginia fame. The combination of the four houses of 
Killigrew, Sackville, Middlesex, and Do La Warr, which were of so great importance 
in Virginia aflairs, leads to the hope of a valuable collection of manuscripts. Four 
documents are mentioned in the report of the commission, and these refer to the 
tobacco trade, but an inquiry of Lord Sackville as to other material in his j>osses- 
sion elicited the reply from Lionel Sackville West that Lord Sackville knew of "no 
other papers at Knole relating to the colony of Virginia than those mentioned in the 
report of the commissioners." It may be, however, that a more careful calendar 
of this collection will disclose papers of greiit importance. 

. From March 14, 1616, to January U, 1620, Thomas Coventry was solicitor- 
general; later, during the Sandys-Southampton administration of the Virginia 
Company, he held the position of attorney-general. On November 1, 1625, he 
became lord keeper, and remained in that office during the period coinciding 
with the organization of the colonial administrntion. Hence it was that, when it 
was found from the report of the Manuscripts Commission that many of Lord 
Keeper Coventry's papers had not been investigated, the Eklitor addressed a letter 
to the Earl of Coventry, Croome Court. This resulted in a confirmation of the 
statement, and a promise to search the papers which are now in the "strong 
room here." In a letter to Aml)assador Choate, July 27, 1904, the Earl of Cov- 
entry made the following statement: "In company with a son I went through 
the boxes containing papers of the Lord Keeper Coventry in which I thought it 
likely I might find the documents referring to the Virginia Company of London, 
some time ago, but I could discover nothing relating to the company." The 
letter goes on to sa}^ that the ''papers are in bad condition and very difficult 
to decipher." Hence the conclusion may be reached that this most likely hiding 
place for Virginia records is not to reveal new material. 

The collections at Thirlestaine House, Cheltenham, and at Hatfield House, are 
extremely valuable, but T. Fitzroy Fenwick, esq., the present owner of the former, 
states that there is no material in that collection relating to the early history of 
Virginia, and a manuscript catalogue, kindly loaned to the writer by Lord Salisbury, 
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indic*ates that the papers at Hatfield House, now being calendared, have no bearing 
on the Hubject in hand. 

By tracing the family connections of the descendants of Sir Thomas Smythe and 
the Earl of Southampton intermarriages are found which might result in the location ^ 
of valua))le pa|K»rs in many of the large depositories. All of these have been 
investigated by the Manuscripts (Commission. Thus, from Sir Thomas Smythe the 
doiuiments might have Ix^en inherited bv the first or the second Karl of Leicester; 
by Sir Sydney Stali'ord Smythe, }>aron of the exchequer in 1772 and last of the v 
descendants of the male line; by the eighth Viscount Strangford, vice-president of 
the Royal Geogniphical Society, with whose death in 1869 the senior branch of 
the family was terminated; and by the present Duke of Marll)orough through the 
second marriage of Lad}' Dorothy Sydne\' Smythe, daughter of Rolwrt, second 
Earl of I^eicester. The Wri()th(\sh»y family is to-day represented in the houses of 
the Duke of liedford and of the Duke of Portland, the former having inherited the 
London property of Robert, thiixl VaxvI of Southampton, and the latter the Tichfield 
estate. 

The large number of documents among the Smyth of Nibley papers" suggests 
that in private collections may be many records which concern the private enterprises 
or companies formed within the corporation for setting out plantations and carrying 
on trade. Other groups of manuscripts and early lK>oks have seemed to offer 
opportunities for the discovery of the missing records. But the Lambeth Palace 
Library, the college libniries l)oth of Oxford and of Cambridge have proved value- 
lass, with the exception of that most important group in Magdelene College, 
(Cambridge. Every one of the college libniries, has l)een searched or investigated, 
but to no avail. All Souls College, Oxford, contains a collection of manuscripts which 
may afford a few pai>ers on the subj(»ct when it has been more carefulh' catalogued. 

The fact that the original records of the company before 1<>19, and a compara- 
tively small ix)rtion after that date have not l>een discovered has led generally to 
the conclusion that the partv of the Crown destroved the evidences of the misman- 
agement during the first decade and of the comparatively prosperous condition in 
the second. That thev failed to take into account the records in the colonv and the 
Ferrar tmnscripts of the court book is the good fortune of posterity. But the 
destruction of the records can not properl}' be considered Jis proved until the public 
collections have been more carefully calendared and the private collections have 
been more thoroughly investigated. The absolute lack of evidence that the Crown 
and its supporters held such an attitude and the knowledge that the commissioners 
took the records into their charge ''for use" encourages the hope that a faithful 
endeavor to discover their location mav vet be rewarded by success. 

"Antt'f p. 55. 
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1600 

BSFOBB ie09 

1.* Beasons a^nst publishing the King's title to Virginia. A justification for planting Viig:inia. 
VI. Ref: Tanner M8S., XCIII, fo. 200 (old fo. 362). BOD. [LC] 

1606 (?) 

2.* **A plaine declaracon, how greatlie the ffarmours of the Tobacco impost have bene endam- 
aged by that ffarme, and what proffittand benefitt their labour & travell have brought 
to his Ma»**." BM. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Lansdowne, Caesar Papers, 156, fo. 58. 

The date 1§ in the index in the writing of the century. The names mentioned in the docu- 
ment prove that it was as early an 1612, the date when tobacco wan fimt planted in Virginia. 

1606/7 

ie06/7. FSBBUAKT 16-1607/8. FBBBXTABT 4 

8. PayxnentB for apparel and tobat^x) for Mr. George Percy sent to him in Virginia. 8Y0N. 

VI. Ref: Rolls of the Duke of Northumberland. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Sixth Report, 229a. 

16078 

1607/e. FBBBUABT 8-1606/0. FBBBUABT 3 

4. Payments for Mr. Geo. Percy for necessities for building a house in Virginia and for trinkets. 

VI. Ref: Rolls of the Duke of Northumberland. SYON. 
Ptih: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Sixth Repwt, 229a. 

1607 

6.* King: and Privy Council. Oaths of supremacy and allegiance administered to colonists. 

I. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Vol. Ill, pt i, pp. 20, 20». LC. 

6.* — ^ . Oath of the Secretary of the Colony administered by Governor and Council in Virginia. 

I. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Vol. Ill, pt. i, p. 21. LC. 

1608 

7.* Popham con Havercombe. The President and Council of the Virginia Company v. the \/ 
master of the "Guift of God," for not sufficiently providing the passengers. Complaint, 
answer, and judgment. PRO. [LC] 

III. Ref: Admiralty, Instance and Prize, IJbels 73, Nos. 274, 279. 
This 8ult concerns the northern colony for Vin^nia. 

KAT S8 

8. BAlph, Lord Eure. A letter to Sir Robert Harley, stating that Captain Newport has brought 
over Captain Wingfield, accused of some treachery, but not yet tried. WELB. 

VII. Ref: MSS. of the Duke of Portland. 

Piib: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., FourteerUli Report, pt. 2, p. 6. 



* Reproduced in the present publication. 
[LC] Transcript in the Library of Congress. 
I, II. m, etc., represent the class of document. 
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1609 

9.* Virginia Cooincil (P). General instractiona to the lieutenant governor of Virginia. Copy of 
the sixth article. BM. 

III. Ref: MSS. of the Manjuis of Lansdowne, Vol. 58. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Fifth Report, 22Q, 



10.* Virginia Cooincil. ^'Instruccons, orders, and constitucons ... to 8^ Thomas (lates knight 
(xovemo' of Virginia . . . by vs his MaiestiesCouncell for [Virginia.]" BOD. [IXJ] 
III. Ref: Ashmolean MSS., 1147, fos. 175-190a. 

A contemporary copy. 

1609 (?)/lO 

11.* Virginia Cooincil. ** Instructions, orders, and constitucons ... to S' Thomas West knight 
I^: I^ Warr, ... by vs his Mat'*'" Councrell for the Companie of adventurers . . . 
[for Virginia]." BOD. [IX)] 

III. Ref: Ashmolean MSS., 1147, fos. 191-2aia. 

A coiiteini>orary copy. 

1609-12 (?) 

12.* G[eorge] P[ercy]. "A trew relation of the proceedings and occurents of momente which 
have hapi)ened in Virginia from S*" Thomas Gates — 1H09 to my departure, A. D. 1602 
[1612]." ' PET. 

IV. Ref: MSS. of Ijortl Leconfield, No. 81, 4th to 17th century, vellum, p. 1. 
Fuh: Catalogue: Hist. MSS. Com., Sixth Report, 307. 

160910 

ie09/l0, FEBRUABT 7-1610/11. FEBRX7ABT 6 

13. Payments for toba^!co for the Vat\ and I-iord Percy and for George Percy in Virginia. 

VI. Ref: MSS. of the Duke of Northumberland. SYON. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Sixth Report, 229b. 

1610 

KOVBMBSR 18 

14.* George Yeardley. A letter to S' Henry Peyton, stating tliat the country needs only ** round 
and free supi>ort of men and money.** BOD. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Eng. Hist. MSS., c. 4, new No., MS. 29724, fo. 3. 

1610 11 

MARCH 4 

16. Town of Ipswich. Order for ** adventuring out of the towne treasure one hundred pounds 
. . . in the voyage to Virginia.'* IPS. 

VII. Ref: Kxt. from General Court Books, 4 March, 8 James I. 
Puh: Calendar: Hist MSS. Com., Xinth Report, pt. 1, j). 2»56. 

1611 (?) 

16. Virginia Council. A letter *'to S' Hai>he Winwood, Ambassador,** requesting adventurers 
in the Netherlands, and telling of the prosperous condition of the Colony. MONT. 

III. Ref: Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry MSS., Winwood Papers. 

Pub: Full calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., RepoH on alwve, Vol. I (1899), p. 103. 
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18 



25.* Sir George Huntley. The answer of Sir Geo. Huntley to the bill of complaint of the Virginia 
Company. PRO. [L(;] 

III. Ref: Chancery Proceedings, James I, Bundle U, No. 4/17. 



OOTOBBai 8 



26.* Virginia Company. Virginia Company con Sir Edmond Boyd, Sir John Sammes, et al., 
regarding the payment of sums adventured. The bill of complaint. PRO. [LC] 

III. Rff: Chancery Proceedings, James I, Bundle U, No. 2/69. 



KOVSMBSR 1 



27.* Sir John Sammes. The answer of Sir John Sammes to the bill of complaint of the Vii^nia 
Company. PRO. [LC] 

III. Ref: Chancery Proceedings, James I, Bundle U, No. 2/69. 



NOVXKBSR 16 



28.* Virginia Company. Virginia Company con William Leveson, regarding the payment of 
certain sums collected in the lottery and not surrendered. The bill of complaint. 
III. Bef: Chancery Proceedings, James I, Bundle U, Nos. 2/55. PRO. [LC] 

KOVXKBSB 80 

29.* William lieveson. The answer of William Leveson to the bill of complaint of the Virginia 
Company. PRO. [LC] 

III. Bef: Chancery Proceedings, James I, Bundle U, Nos. 2/55. 

161314 

[1618. DBCEMBKR 90]-1614 [JAXrUABTT 8] 

80. J. Luntius. Letters to Sir Raphe Winwood, ambassador, concerning the rumor of a Spanish 
attack on the Virginia Colony. MONT. 

VII. Ref: Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry MSS. Winwood Papers. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Report on above, Vol. I (1899), pp. 122-123. 

FEBRUABT 18 

31.* William Hall, Esq. The answer of William Hall to the bill of complaint of the Vii^ginia 
Company. PRO. [LC] 

III. Ref: Chancery Proceedings, James I, Bundle U, No. 4/17. 

1614 15 

FBBBUAST 88 

32. Privy Council. Order of Privy Council to Ijord Howard Effingham, Sir Geo. More, Sir Ed. 
Howard, and others, recjuesting cooperation in the lottery and sending books for 
adventurers* sums. WOD. 

I. Ref: (1) MSS. of E. R. Wodehouse. (2) MSS. of W. W. Molyneux, Esq. 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Thirteenth Report, pt. 4, p. 437. 

MABOH 3 

83. Consideration of the ** Letters from Ix»rdes of the Counsell conceminge the Lottery for the 
helpe of the Englishe in Virginia.'* READ. 

VII. Ref: Corporation of Reading Rei^ords, MS. XLVIII, a. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eleventh Report, pt. 7, j). 211. 
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V 



JI7I«T 13-AT70X78T 31 

41.* Privy Council. Orders for transportation of prisoners, mentioned by name, to Vii^nia. 

I. Kef: Privy Council Register, James 1, Vol. Ill, 91, 121. PC. [NY] 

Puf): Ma^. Hist. Soc. Coll.j ser. 4, Vol. IX, pp. 1-4. 

Transcript in N. Y. Pub. Lib., Barlow Papers. Virgrinia, Vol. I. 

OOTOBBB 80 

42.* Governor Argall. Pardon to George White for running away to the Indians with anus and 
ammunition; also to Arthur Edwards and to Henry Potter. (1) LC. (2) VH8. 

IV. Ref: (1) Misc-. Pai)er8, 16(Km683, quarto. (Abstract only.) (2) MS., Coll. Va. Hist 
Soc., John Randolph MSS., Ill, 91. 
See No. 40, RemarkH. 

43.* . Commission to trade to north parts of Virginia and for commanders of the several 

hundreds. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. 
See No. 40, Remarks. 

44.* . Appointment of William Powell, captain of guards belonging to the governor and 

lieutenant-governor and commander of James Town. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. 
See No. 40, Remarks. 

46.* . Commission to trade in south parts and in the bay. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. 
See No. 40, Remarks. 

46.* . Commission to Captain Nathaniel Pool to be serjeaut major general. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

See No. 40, Remarks. 

47.* . Commission to Francis West, master of ordinance, during life. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. 
See No. 40, Remarks. 

48.* . Commission to Nathaniel West, to be captain of the Lord General's company. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

See No. 40, Remarks. 

NOVBMBXB 19 

49. Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to the Puritans. 

III. Fab: Neill, Virginia Company of lAindon^ 124-125. 

KOVXKBBB 16 

60.* Governor Argyll. Confirmations as to cattle. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. 

See No. 40, RemarkH. 

NOVSMBBB 87 

61.* Citizens of Bermuda Hundred. A letter signetl by the recorder and nine other citizens 
claiming West and Shirley hundre^ls as belonging to them. (1) LC. (2) VHS. 

IV. Ref: See under No. 40. 
See No. 40, Remarks. 
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1617 18 



jAinTAsir 18 



61. John Ohamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carletoii concerning the death of Pocahontas. 

VII. Ref: State Pai>er8, Domestic, James I, Vol. 40, No. 25. PRO. 

Pith: Sainsbury, Calendar of Stale Papers^ Colonial^ p. 18. 



JANX7ART 27 



62. John Bobinson and William Bruster (PiiritanH). 1 setter to Sir John WolHtenliohne. 
VI. Pvh: Neill, K, Virginia Co. of I^md., ll.'5-126. 



JANUARY 31 

63. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton concerning the dei>arture of Lord 
I^ Warr for Virginia. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Pai)er8, Domestic, James J, Vol. 45, No. 27. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 19. 

FEBRUAAT 3 

64.* Governor Argall. Order addressed to the commander of Kiquotan not to i)ennit landing 
of sailors on arrival of vessels. LC. 

IV. Jiff: Misc. Papers, 1(>06-1083, quarto. (Abstract only.) 
Sec No. 40. Remarks. 

FSBBUASir 80 

66.* Governor Argrall. Commission to William Cradock to l)e provost marshal of Bermuda City 
and Hundred. LC. 

IV. Prf: Misc. Papers, 1606-1683, quarto, pp. 92-93. (Abstract only.) 
.See Xo. 40, Remarkx. 

MARCH 6 

66.* Privy Council. Ix^tter to Lord De Ia Ware stating that Henry Sherley, an escaped debtor is 
not to l>e harlx>re<i in Virginia. PC. 

I. Ref: (1) Privy Council llegister, James I, Vol. Ill, p. 295. (2) State Pai>ers, Domes- 

tic, James I, Vol. 46, j). 527. 

MABCH 10 

67.* Governor Argall. Letter to the Virginia Company deeKTibing the ruinous condition in which 
he found tlie colony and the imj)roveraents he had made. LC. 

IV. Ref: Misc. Pai)ers, ltKX>-l()83, <iuarto. (Alietract only.) 
See No. 40, KemarkN. 

MARCH 16 

68. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, concerning the departure of Lord La 
Warr for Virginia. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Pajwrs, IX»mestic, James I, Vol. 45, No. 63. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Pajnrs, Colonial, p. 19. 

MABOH 80 

69.* Privy Council. Orders for transportation of prisoners, mentioned by name, to Virginia. 

1. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. Ill, p. 3H». PC. 



V 
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JT7KE 14 

79.* Privy Cooincil. Order for the transportation of prisoners to Virginia. PC. 

I. lief: See under No. 41. 

J^ib: See under No. 41. 

AUGUST 80 

80. Virginia Company. Letter to Capt Samuel Argoll went by the ** William and Thoma*?*' 

concerning his abiwe of the company*8 projMTty. LC. 

JII. R^if: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 23. 

Pnh: ( 1 ) Kingsbury, Records V'mjinia ^ V^, Ij. ( L' j BriH'k, Vinjinia ( 'inninmy, II, lU-H^. 

AUGUST 23 

81. Virginia Company. An extract from a copy of a lotler Hent to L(.>nl l)e La Warr, by 

*' Wililam and Thomaij," touching Capt. Sanmel Argoll. IX\ 

III. Ri'f: MS. Court Bcwk, Virginia Co., II, iJtK 

Piih: (1) Kingsbury, Records Virijinia Co.y II. (2) Krock, Virginia Company^ II, 33-1^^. 

OOTOBSR (P) 

i 82.* Captain Andrews. A letter to Lord Zouch, concerning his intende<l voyage to Virginia 
with Jacob Braems. PRO. [NY] 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James 1, Vol. CI II, No. 33. 
Jhib: Sainsbury, CaU'ndar of State Papers^ Colonml^ p. 19. 

Tmnscript In X. Y. Public Library, Bancroft Collection. Viixinia Pa|>crH, I. |>. 2l»7-2:«, 

OOTOBER 14 

83. John Chamberlain. A letter announcing the death of Lord La Warr and the sliipping of 

100 boys and girls to Virginia by "City.'' PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. CIII, No. 33. 

Pxdt: OdendoTy Staie Papers^ DameMiCy James I, 1611-1618, p. 548. 

OCTOBER 19 

84. Sir Ed. Hext. A letter from the justiiv of i>eace of Somensetshire, to the Privy Council, 

conwming the impressment of maiden}* to l)e sent to Virginia. PRO. 

VII. Rif: State Papers, Domestic, Jame« I, Vol. CIII, No. 42. 

Pidj: (1) Va. Mug. of Hist., VI, 228-230. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of SftUe Papers, 
ColonUd, 19. 

OCTOBER 00 

85.* John Pory. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, concerning the api)ointment of Sir Geo. 
Yeardley as governor of Virginia. PRO. 

VII. Rrf: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. CIII, No. 40. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of iSlate Papers^ Colonial^ pp. lVf-20. 

NOVEMBER 18 

86. Virginia Company. The form of a patent of land. 
III. Pid): Brown, First Republic, 605-606, note. 

87.* Virginia Council. Proprietary instructions to (ieorge Yeardley, governor of Virginia. 

(1) LC." (2) VHS. 
III. Ref: (1 ) :Misc. Records 160<J-1()92, i)p. 72-aS. (2) Randolph MSS., Ill, 44-160. 
Pub: Virginiii Magazine *tf I HsUrry and Riograjdn/, II, 154-165. 



132 iXTRODLCTIOy [1618/19-1619 

97.* Indent\ire between Sir Win. Throtrkmorton and the Virj?inia Company et al., for a plantation 
in Vii^nia. NY. 

III. Bef: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth 8 (4), pp. 5:^58. 
Pub: N. Y, Pub, Lib. Bull., 18i)9. Ill, 161-164. 
A contemporary copy. 

FEBRUAAT 4 

98. Wm. Ward. A letter to Lord Zouch, warden of Cinque Porte, concerning Mr. Upton ss 
captain of a pinnace to Virginia. CHILD. 

VI. Ref: MS. collection of J. Eliot Hodgkin, esq., F. S. A. 

I^ih: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Fifteenth RejHyrty pt. 2, p. 279. 

FEBRUAAT 10 

99.* I«ord Zoucli. A warrant for John Fenner, captain of "Silver Falwm,** and Henry Bac^n, 
master, to pass to Virginia, and trade with colony and sjivagos. PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State PajKirs, Colonial, James I, Vol. I, No. 44. 

Piib: Sainsbury, f.hlendnr of State Papers, Coltmial, p. 21. 

Transcript. New York Public Librar>', Banemft Papers, I. pp. 2:^5-287. 

FSBBUAAir 18 

100.* Sir Wm. Throckmorton and others. A letter to Sir Geo. Yeanlley, concerning a patent for 
their Virginia plantation. ^ NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, 4. 

Pftb: Calendar: N. Y. Pub. Lib. Bull., 1899, Vol. HI, p. 165; I, p. 187. 
A contemporary copy. 

rSBBJJAXY 96 

101.* Privy Council. An order concerning the ship *' Treasurer,** and its offence against Spaniards. 
I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. IV, 438. PC. 

Pub: Brown: Firft Republic, 358. 

MABCH 

/ 102.* Grant to Abraham and John Jacobb, collector of c^ustoms or imposts on tobacco imported 

mto England and Wales. Yearly fee £150. PRO. 

I. Ref: Docquet Book, Signet Office. 

1619 

APRHi 10 

103.* Sir Wm. Throckmorton. A letter to John Smyth, ccmceming the plantation in Vii^nia. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 6. NY. 

Pub: Calendar: N. Y. Pub. Lib. BuU., I, 187. 
A. L. S. with seal. 

aprhj 13 

104.* Bichard Berkeley. A letter to John Smyth, of Nibley, concerning the plantation in Vir- 
ginia. NY. 
VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 5. 

Pub: Calendar: .V. Y. Pub. Lib. Btitl., I, 187. 
A. L. S. with seal. 
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APBUi 87 

106.* Sandys, Harwood, Wolsenhan, Rich, Johnson. Draft of a re])ort of a committco 
describing the *' particular duties*' of the several officers of the Vinfinia Company. 

III. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 245. PRO. 
I^ib: (1) Brown. FirtU Repvhlic, .%l-:m5. (2) Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth 

Report^ pt. 2, p. 3i^. 

1619. APRIL 06—1684. JXTIHS 7 

106.* Virginia , Company. The Court Book of the Virginia Company of London; the minutes of 
the extraonlinary, preparative, aiui general quarter courts from 1619, April 28, to 1624, 
June 7, except May 20, and the firnt part of May 22, 1620, which ai%mi.««sing. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., VoIj*. I, II. 

Pult: (1) Kingsbury, 7^/'Cor(/^ Vinjinia Co., VoIh. 1, II. (2) BrtH'k, IVn/Z/im Comjxinif, 
Vols. I, II. (Extracts.) 

A (HmtemiiorRry copy, atte8te<l by the WHTetary of the company, Edward Oollingwood. 

APRIL SS^JXTIiT 91 

107.* Notes made from the Court Books [of the Virginia ComiMmy] "concerning the manner of 
levying public charges," eU-., 1619, Ai»ril 2H-July 21. PRO. 

II. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 246. 

J^ih: Calendar: Hist. MS8. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 33. 

MAY 6 

108. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, iMincvming election of Sir Edwin 
Sandys, treasurer of the Virginia Comijany. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. CIX, No. 18. 
Puh: (bleudar. State Pai>ern, Domestic, p. 44. 

MAT 98 

100. Governor Ar^ll. An enactment fixing the limits of Jamestf>wn, Virginia. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II. 

/*u6; (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Mrginia Co., II, Index. (2) Brock, Virginia (hmpainj, 
II, 37. 

JUNB 17. 81 

110.* Treasurer and Council for Virginia. (1) A commis.^ion to Wye. (2) A letter to 
Sir Geo. Yeardley, expressing pleasure at reforms cnacte<l and outlining policy toward 
the Indians. 

III. Ref: Admiralty Court, Instance and Prize, Libels 80, No. 123. PRO. 
/ In the rcoord.M of the Huit of the Viixinia Company with Wye. 1620. See pott. No. 148. 

111.* Geo. Thorpe. A letter to John Smithe, of Nibley, concerning the expenses of a voyage to 
Virginia. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 7. 

Pub: Calendar: X F. Pub, Lib. Bull., I, 187. 
A. L. S. with seal. 

jmn 8 

112.* ** The Counsell of Virginia." Copy of minutes relating to the censure passed on Alderman 
Johnson by a committee of the Council of Virginia. PRO. 

III. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 250. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, \)i. 2, p. 33. 
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113.* A short draft of censure againfit Alderman Johneon almndoned in favor of "the preceding." 

III. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 251. PRO. 
Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., EigJUh Report, pt. 2, p. 34. 

JIJI«T80 

114.* Geo. Thorpe. A letter to John Smyth, concerning Partridge^s miHl)ehavior. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 8. 

Piih: Calendar: K Y. Pub, Lib. BiUL, I, 187. 
A. L. S. with seal. 

115.* Sir Geo. Yeardley. A letter concerning Argoirs letters from Lord Ritch. 

n- . Ref: Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

A, Lt. S. 

JXJI.ir 30, 31: AUGUST 8, a. 4 

116.* Mr. Pory. "A Reporte of the manner of l*roceeding in the General Assembly con vented at 
James City." In the autograph of John Pory indorsed by Sir Dudley Carleton. 

IV. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. I, No. 45. PRO. [NY] 
Pnh: (1) \WyTine2iXi(\.G\\ni2Ln, Colonial Records of Virginia, (State Senate Document, 

extra) Richmond, 1874, pp. 1-32. (2) New York Hist. Soc., 2d ser., Ill, 335. 
(3) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, p. 22. 

Tranuorlpt in N. Y. Public Librar>', Barlow PHporx; Bancroft Papew, I, 251-343. 

JUI«Y. AUGUST, AND BEPTEMBSR 

117.* The cost of furnishing the ** Margaret." Payment for things bought in London by Mr. Thorpe 
in July, August, and September, 1619. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 3 (13)-(ltt), pp. 79-93. 
Puh: N, Y, Ihih, Llh, Bull, III, 213-223. 

AUaUBT 3 

118.* Sir Ed. Sandys. A letter to Sir George Yeardley, commending to him the care of Berkeley 
Hundred. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth 3 (12), p. 78. 
Puh: Catalogue: N, Y. Pub. Lib, Bull, I. 186. 

AUGUST 11 

119.* Gkibriel Barbor. A letter to Sir Ed. Sandys, recommending Mr. Newland. MC. 

VI. Rff: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. S. written from Exeter. 

AUGUST le 

X20.* Sir Ed. Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, concerning the facti(ms in the company and 
concerning Smith's Hundre<l. MC. [LC.] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. S. 

AUGUST 18 

121.* Charter party with Mr. Williams, of Bristol, for the hire of his ship "Mai^ret" NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 3 (17), pp. 94^-96. 

J\ib: (1) a: r. I\ib, Lib, Bull., Ill, 16^167. (2) Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., 
Fifth Report, pt. 1, p. S4\, 
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1619 

BSPTEKBXR flio 

181.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, urging a steadfast policy and the securing of 
warrants. MC. [LG] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Pai)erH. 

BXFTSMBSR 99 

182.* Sir Edwin Sandys (P). A letter to the [Earl of Southampton], concerning plans for planters 
and Yean]ley*8 resignation. MC. [LC] 

VT. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A rou^h draft in Sandys' autograph. 

8EPTE1CBSR 30 

188.* John Pory. A letter to '* the Right Hon**''' and my singular good lonle'* from James city in 

Virginia, concerning the expedition of Captain Ai^ll to the West Indies; the need of 

the English plough, vinen, and cattle in the colony; the success of some of the colonists 

in a<'quiring wealth. NY. 

IV. Ref: Barlow Collection, 2270. 

A. L. s. 

GOTOBEB 8 

184.* Gabriel Barber. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandyn, «)nceming the ease with which money was 
collected for the lottery. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. s. 

GOTOBSR 4 

136.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, concerning entries in the Court Book. 

VI. i?^/.- Ferrar Pai>er8. MC. [LC] 

OCTOBEB 18 

130.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, conct»rning factions in the company and his own 

linanc(»s. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

I^ih: Virffbiia Mag. IM. and Hiog.^ X, 416-417. 

A. L. S. 

6 



137.* Frivy Council. A letter to Abraham Jacolm to release the tol>acco to the Virginia Company. 
I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. IV, p 358. PC. 

KOVEMBSR 11 

188.* Council in Virginia. "The putting out of the Tenants that c«me over in the B. N. w*** other 

orders of the Councell." MC. [LC] 

III. Ref: Ferrar Paj)ers. 

ludorHcment and mai:eriual notes in John Fcrrar's handwriting. Photographic rcprodnetion 
and transcript in the Library of Congrt»8h. 

KOVBMBXR 10 

139.* Governor and Council in Virginia. An order appointing tasters of tolmcco. MC. [LC] 
III. /?</.• Ferrar Papers. 

Photographic reproduction and transcript in the Library of Congrcw. 
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1620 

160. Banoeil. ''Observationa to be followed, for the making of fit roomes, to keepe Silk-wormes 

in: as also, for the best manner of planting Mulbery tree« to feed them.*' Printed. 

V. ' (l)JCB. (2) NY. 

Quarto. 21 paged. Imprinted Felix Kingston. Pages 2^27 missing, evidently misnam- 
bere<l. This work contains jx>0< No. 161, pp. 26-28.' Reprinted, 1622. See port No. 847. 

151. *Virgiiiia Company. ''A Valuation of the Commo<iitie8 growing and to be had in Virginia (7) 
rated as they are worth." Printed. (1) PRO. (2) BOD. (3) JCB. (4) NY. 

V. Ref: ( 1 ) State Pai)er8, Colonial, James I, Vol. I, No. 24 ( MSS. ) . (2) MSS. No. 50^ 14. 
Incltided in the printed book, cited above, No. IW. 

162.* Virg^inia Company. "A note of Shipping, Men, and Provisions, sent and Prouided for 
Virginia.*' Printed. (1) BM. (2) ANT. (3) PRO. 

V. Jief: (2) PrintiHl ))n)adsides, JanH\s I, No. 180. (3) Manchwter Papers, No. 291. 

1619 20 

JANUAHT 

168.* John Peirse. John Peirse to Sir Edwin Sandyn ))y the *'George." MC. [LC] 

IV^ Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. Li. ^. 

JAKUABT 

154.* John Bolfe. A letter to Sir Ed. San<lys, concerning the first meeting of the Assembly and 
other details of the Colony. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

JANUAHT 10 

155.* Sir Geo. Yeardley. **S'. (leo: Yardles Vr 10. Jan: 1(519: of the Place assigned for our 
Berkely.'* NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 14. 
Pnh: X. y. Ihih. Lib. BnU., I, 72. 

A. 8. 

JAirUABT 13 

166.* John Pory. A letter to [Sir Ed. Sandys] by the ** George," concerning Samuel Argall. 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers, MC. [LC] 

[Photographic reproduction of part and transcript in the Library of Congress.] A. L. S. 

JAirUABY 14 

157. John Pory. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys, concerning the arrival and location of men. MC. 
IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Piih: Va. Mag. of HiM., X, 289-290. 

[Fhot(n?raph of lx.'ginning and of end. Vol. X, pp. 41ft-417.] A. L. S. 

JAKUABT 16 

158.* John Pory. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys, concerning Gov. Yeardley and also various com- 
modities. MC. [LC] 
IV^. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

L. S. 

JAJSrUAXY 81 

160. Council in Virgrinia. Letter from colony to company concerning tobacco. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS, Court Ik)ok, Virginia Co., II, 220. 

PuIk (1) Kingsbury, Rerorth Virgitna Co. ^ post, II; (2) Brock, Virginia Compcnvf, II, 116. 
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JAiraABY 88 



160. Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to Sir Kobt. Naunt(»n, coiK^eming the ))Oor children to be sent 

to Virjrinia. PRO. 

III. Re/: State Papers, Doinefitif, James I, Vol. 112, No. 49. 

Puh: la. Mag. of II int. j VI, j). 232; SaiiiRbiiry, Calni(Uir of State Pajtrnt, t'oinnialy p. 28. 



JAKUABT 31 



161.* Pri vy Council. Order jfivin^ authority for 1(X) rhildrtMi to l)e «»nt to Vir^rinia. PC. 

I. Rrf: Privy Omnril Kej^inter, .hune.'' i, Vnl. iV, p. 4(X). 

KKBRUARY 

162.* Charg'es incurred in obtaining; for the plantation new suppHes sent with (rovenior Thor{>e. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Pain^rp, Smyth, 8 ( 19), pp. 98-fW. NY. 
Puh: Gatalo8:ue: A'. )'. J*nh. l/ih. Hull, I, p. \m. 

FKBBUABY 3 

168. Sir John Danvers. A letter to the Marquis of Buekingham, concerning a pro|>o6ition for lii.^ 
Majesty's profit. DROP. 

VII. Ref: MSS. of Hon. (i. M. Fortescue. 

l^ih: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Secinui Rquni^ p. hli - 

FXBRUABT 86 

164.* Jas. Berblocke. Onler to Mr. Ferrar to imy £32 to Thomas Stevens for Smith's Hundred. 
VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. ' MC. [U:!] 

[Photojfmphir i\»pnKliiction of the eiul in tho Lihrar>* <»f (.'oiign'w.] 

FKBBUABT 86 

165.* Privy Council. An order concerning the offence of the **Treasurer" against the Spaniards. 
I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. IV, p. 43:^. PC. 

Puh: Brown, FirM Rejtuhlic, 358. , 

MABCH e 

166.* Wm. Weldon. A letter to Sir F^l. Sandys, complaining at provisions sent and reporting on 
College I^nd. * * MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Pajiers. 

[I'liotographic n>pnMliu>tioii of |>art in thu Library of Congrew.] 

1620 

APRUi 6, 10 

167.* Sir Thomas Bowe, Mr. Leate, Mr. Caning, et al. (1) Petition to the Privy Council for a 
jtatent for the sole imi)ort of U)l)acco for 7 years. (2) A project for the same. 

(1) PC. (2) BM. [LC]. 
I. Ref: (1) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. IV, p. 475. (2) Lansdowne MSS., 

162, fo. 159.' 

APJRUi 10 

168.* Privy Council. An order allowing the sole importation of tolwcx'O as al)Ove. PC. 

I. Rtf: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. IV, p. 475. 

afbhj 16 

169.* William Tracy. A letter to John Smyth, concerning endeavors for men for the plantation. 
VI. Rtf: Smyth of Nibley Papt^rs, Smyth, 18. NY. 

Pth: X. Y. I'uh. Lih. Bui/., Ill, m 

A. \j. H. 
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170.* Copy of opinion of counsel upon the {mtenU* of the [Virginia] Conij>any with Bftecial reference 
U) the power of removing »Sir Tliomas Smith from office of treasurer. PRO. [LC] 

III. lief: Manchester Pai>t»rH, No. 271. 

MAT 1 

171.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, cont^niing the examination of the acts of the 
Assembly in Virginia and alno their accounts. MC. [LC] 

VI. Jief: Ferrar l*aj)ers. 

A, L. S. ITriniM-ript jiiid |»h(>lo>>:niithi(' n'i»nMliu-li<»ii <»f |mrl in the Lihniry of ('oiiKri'sK.] 

7 



172.* Indenture aKsjgning Sir Wm. Thnn-kmorton's share of Berkeley Hun(lre<l to Wm. Tracy. 

VI. He/: Smyth of Nibley Pai>erH, Smyth, 8 (20), pp. 100-102. NY. 

rnb: X. y. Pnh. Lib. Bull., Ill, 248-250. 



le 

173.* Alderman Johnson. A letter to Sir Ivlwin Sandys, concerning the sale of t^)bacco. 

III. Hef: Ferrar Pa|)ers. ' M(^. [U^] 

A. L, S. [TrauN<'rii>t an<l pluttogmphie repnMluctioii In tin* Library of (k^iiKTt'SS.] 

MAY 17 

174.* Treasurer, Council, and Company for Virginia. A Broadside conceniing the cr>ndition 
of the colony and e8i>ecially the commodities there prfwluced. Printed. NY. 

V. 

In<lors(Miient iit iiut<»gruph of .Tohii Smith of Nibley (?). 

[JTTNE] 

175.* Wm. Tracy. Two letters tx> Jolm Smyth "at ye blew lion in Chauserilane this," asking ai<l 
for raising a company. NY. 

VI. Hef: Smyth of Nibley Pa|wrs, Smyth, 19. 
Fill,: X. y. Pub. Lib. Bull., Ill, 25S. 
A. L. S. 

176.* Wm. Tracy. A letter to John Smyth, concerning accounts. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Xil)ley Pai)ers, Smyth, IS. 
piib: X.'y. Piib. Lib. HiiU., Ill, 252. 

A. L. 8. 

JXTNE 1 

177.* John Smyth. "Copy of my lettre to M^ Berkeley. 1. Junii. 1()2() aljout our ac^compts for the 
Virginia ship then returned". NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 15. 
Pub: X. r. Pub. Lib. Hull., Ill, 250-251. 
Indorsed by John Smyth. 

JUNB 7 

178.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter U) Manpiis of l^uckingham, justifying his exjiosures of SirTboe. 
Smyth. ' PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, I, No. 51. 

A. L. .S. Transcript, New York Publh- Lihniry. Htiurnift raiKTv. 1. lil.ViVVi. 

179.* Sir Geo. Yeardley. A letter to [Sir Ed. Sandys], complaining at the lack of provisions sent. 

IV. Rel' Ferrar Papers. MC. [IX^I] 

A. L. S. lndorj*e<i by Sir Ed. Sandys. 
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JUIiY 18 

189. Virg^ia Company. '^A OonuniHsiuu graunttxl viito Willin Tracy ¥jen\ for a voya^ intended 

to Virginia". ' NY. 

111. lief: Smyth of Nibley PaiHjra, Smyth, 3 (22), y. 123. 

Puh: y. y. PiU}. Lib. Bull, HI, 254-255. 

A copy. 

JTTIiY 14 

190.* Wm. Tracy. Two h-XWrr* to Jolin Siiiyth. NY. 

VI. RtJ: Smyth of Xihh«y Phihts, Smyth, 21, 22. 
Puh: S.y. Puh. Ufi Jinlf., Ill, 2.%.S-2ri4. 

A. L. s. 

JULY 19 

191.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A Ivttvr to John Ferrar, conceruing )>erH<mal and financial affairs. MC. 
III. lief: Ferrar Tapcrn. [W] 

A. L. S. • 

JUIiY 83 

/". v^. 192.* Privy Council. Order to the Sollicitor General to prejwre a |)atent for North Colony of 

^ ^ / ^ Virginia. I*C. 

/ I. Kef: Privy CVmnril Register, Jamefl 1, Vol. IV, 574. 

AUGUST 

198.* Virgrinia Council. Extract from a letter affecting Capt. Argall. PRO. [LC] 

III. Ref: Mancliester Pajwry, No. 272. 

AUGUST 8 

194.* Wm. Tracy. A letter to John Smytli, concerning Berkeley Hundre<l. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 23. 
I'ltb: N.' V, Pub, Lib, BuU., Ill, 25«. 

A. L. S. 

AUGUST 8 

195.* Wm. Tracy. A letter to John' Smyth, concerning lierkeley Hundred. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 24. 
hib: X,'y. Pub. Lib. Bull., Ill, 257. 

A. L. S. 

AUGUST 18 OR AUGUST 88 

196.* Throkmorton, Berkeley, Thorpe A Smyth. Revolution of ('apt. John Wot)dleaf t? com- 
misHion. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smytli of Nibley Pai^rs, Smyth, 3 (23), p. 124, also 31. 
Pub: y. y, I^ih. Lib, Bull, III, 257-258. 

« (28), copy. 

31, " Vera copia ex* p. Rob: MauiKlcy." 

AUGUST 86 

197.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, concerning <lemand« from lluddk^ton. 

III. Ref: Ferrar Pai)erH. MC. [LC] 

A. L. s. 

AUGUST 88 

198.* ^^ Covenants and agreementii) lx*tween Richard Berkeley of Stoke . . . (leo^ge Thori»e . . . 
WillmTracy of Gayles" . . . and . . . *Mohn Smyth of Northimbly " . . . NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Pai>er8, Smyth, 3, also 3 (25), pp. 127-129. 
Pub: y, y. Pub. Lib. Bull., Ill, 276-278. 
Copy. 
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1620-22 

leSO. SBPTXMBBB 18-1688. MIOHASX^XAB 

209.* Account of money expended since VVm. Trade's departure, September 18, 1620, until Michael- 
mas, 1622. NY. 
VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 3 (35), pp. 151-152. 
Puh: Catalogue: N. Y. Piib. Lib. BuU,, 1, 187. 

1620 

8BFTEMBBB 18 

210.* Thomas Parker. Certificat« of the mayor of Bristol to sailing of **Sui>pIy," with names of 
passengers. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 3 (30), p. 137. 
Piib: Catalogue: .V. )'. Puh. Lib. BuU., I, 186. 
211.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, urging Mr. Carter to make three catalogues of 
indebted adventurers. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. Li. S. 

BXPTXICBBB 80 

212.* John Smyth. Account of expenses for Vii^inia plantation. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 32. 

I\Lb: Calendar: N. Y. Piib. Lib. BiUl., I, 189. 
Autograph of John Smyth. 

8BFTEMBXB 88 

218.* Timothy Gate. A letter to his " cosyn M' Willift Tracy att Bristol". NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 45. 
Pub: N. Y. Pub. Lib. BuU., Ill, 281. 

BXFTBICBBB 83 

214.* John Bridges. A letter to John Smyth coni«rning the incarceration of Tracy. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 29. 
Pub: N. Y. Pub. Lib. BuU., Ill, 281-282. 
A. L. 8. with seal. 

8SFTBMBBB 84 

215.* Wm. Tracy. A letter to John Smyth concerning the journey. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 27. 
Pub: N. Y. Pub. Lib. BuU., Ill, 282. 

A. L. B. 

8EFTE1CBBB 85 

216.* William Tracy. A letkT to. John Smyth concerning his imprisonment. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 28. 
Pub: N. Y. Ihib. Lib. BuU., Ill, 282-283. 
A. L. 8. 

30 



217.* Indenture between George Thorpe on one part and Robert Oldesworth and John Smyth on 
the other. NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 12. 

Pub: Calendar: .V. )'. Pub. Lib. Buli., I, 187. 
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JAJSrUAXY 81 

220.*^ Sir Geo. Te&rdley A the Council in Virginia. Copy of a letter to Earl of Southampton 
and Council and Company for Virginia, forwarding a petition of colonists vs. the 
King's proclamation forbidding ini]x)rtation of tobacco. PRO. 

IV. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 290. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report ^ pt. 2, p. 37. 
Certified by John Pory. 

FSBRUAB7 88 

280.* House of Lords. Act for repressing odious ... sin of drunkenness and restraint ... of 
excess price of beer and ale. i of i)enalties to go to the Vii^inia Company. HL. 

I. Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Third Report, p. 18. 

MABCH 4 

281.* Privy Council. Order upon the complaint of Parliament of great abuse of lotteries for raising 
monies towards the advancement of the plantation in Virginia, & relief of distresses there, 
suspending the same. PC. [NY] 

I. Ref: (1) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 11. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 201. 
Pab: Sainsbury, OcUerular of State Papers, Colmiial, p. 25. 
TranBcript, N. Y. Pub. Lib., Bancroft Papers, I, fo. 867. 

MASOH 6 

282.* Sir Qeorg^ Teardley. Grant by Sir Geo. YeartUey, Governor of Virginia, to Geo. Harrison 

... of 200 acres of land ... ' PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. I, No. 53. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of St<iie Papers, Colonial, p. 25. 

Original document with autograph signatures, indorsed by John Pory. Transcript. N. Y 
Pub. Lib. Bancroft, I, 361-5. 

MABCH 8 

288.* Jaxnes I. Proclamation by the King commanding Virginia Company to forbear license for 
keeping and continuing any lottery. (1) Q. (2) ANT. (3) PRO. (4) JCB. 

I. Ref: (3) Proclamation. James I, No. 89. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 25. 

MABCH 84 

284.* Geo. Thorpe. **A note ffor M' Ffelgate to receaue his ffraight** NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 35. 

Pub: Calendar: iV. Y, Pttb. Lib. BtUl., I, 189. 

D. 8. 

MABOH 80 

285. A true relation of a sea fight l)etween two great well-appointed Spanish men of war and the 
"Margaret and John.'* 
VI. Pub: (1) Purchas, His Pilgrimes, IV, bk. ix, ch. 14. (2) Brown, First Republic, 
415-416. 

1621 

APBII« 18 

286.* Wm. Powell. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys concerning a difference with Yeardley. 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

A. L. S. 

[Transcript and photognnttphic reprodtiction in the Library of Congrem.] 
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17 

287.* House of LorOs. Draft of ^'An Act for the freer liberty of fishing and fishing voyages to be 
made ancK i>erforme<l in . . . the sea coasts . . . Virginia, New England . . . and 
parts of Aml^rica." HL. 

I. Ref: Commons Journal, I, 578. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Third Report^ p. 21. 



288.* Whittaker. A letter to Sir E<lwin Sandys, by **Bona Nova", concerning reception of new 

men. ' MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. 8. Outlined in Nicholas Ferrar'8 AaU^raph. 

[Trannrript and photographic reproduction of part in the Librar}' of CongresH.] 

MAY 3 

289.* Richard Bucke. A letter to Sir E<lwin Sandys, requesting payment of the sums due. 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. ' MC. [LC] 

A. L. S., with seal. 

240.* Council of Virgrinia. Warrant by Council for Lieutenant Saunders to have custody of 
cattle left in Vii^inia by Captain Martin. PRO. 

IV. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 36, III. 
Pub: Virghiia Mag. of Hist., VII, 146. 

MAT 8 

241.* Geo. Thorpe and Mr. John Pory. A letter to Sir E. Sandys. Complaints against Powell 
and Madinon. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

MAT 13 

242.* Governor and Council of Virginia. Warrant concerning Capt. John Martin. 
IV. Pub: Brown, First RepuUic, 414. ^ 

MAT 16 AND 10 

248.* Geo. Thorpe and John Pory. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys concerning Indians, com- 
modities, and i)erplexitie8 of government. MC. [LC] 
IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

KAY 15 

244.* George Thorpe and John Pory. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys, concerning the commodities 

and need of clothes, etc. MC. [1X5] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Autogcaph letter, with an indorsed nummary by John Fenrar. 

[Trandcript and photographic reproduction of part in the Library of Congrew.] 

le 



245.* Sir Geo. Y[eardley (P)]. Copy of a letter to the New Magazine Company by the Bona 
Nova, concerning personals. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

246.* . Copy by John Pory of a letter to Sir Edwin Sandys in answer to that of Nicholas 

Hyde. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 
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247.* Sir Geo. Y[eardley. A letter to Sir Kdwin Sandys* coni*erning his acta in the colony and 
his desire to return home. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Pub: Virginia Mag. of II int. y X, 286-289 (photograph of signature). 
A. L. S. Indorsement by John Ferrar. 

MAT 84 

248.* Abraham Piersey. Two letters to 8"" Edwin Sandys, concerning a fishing voyage to New 

Fouudland from James City, and concerning tobacco trade. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Puh: Virginia Mag. of Hist, y X, 418. 

A. L. 8. With seal. 

[Transcript and photographic repro<luction in the Library of Congress.] 

MAT 87 

240.* Capt. Kuce. A letter to Sir Edw^in Sandys, coni^eming the commo<iities and lack of provisions. 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Pap'ers. MC. [LC] 

In liandwriting of a clerk. 

[Transcript and photographic reproduction of part in the Library of Congrem.] 

JUNK 8 

260.* Francis Smith. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys. Unimportant. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. 8. 

[Transcript and photographit; reproduction of part in the Library of Congress.] 

JUKE 18 

201.* Pri vy Council. Order concerning North and South Colonies and their fishing relations. 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 58. PC. [LC] 

JX7KE 88 

202.* Bichard Bucke. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys, complaining that agreements are not kept by 
the company. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Pai)er8. 

A. L. S. 

[Transcript and photographic reproduction of part in the Library- of Congress.] 

JUVE 87 

208.* Qeorge Thorpe. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys, concerning matters of small importance. 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Pai)ers. MC. [LC] 

A. L. f>. 

204.* Sir Qeor^e Yeardley. A letter to Sir E<lwin Sandys, concerning the election of a successor 
and new arrivals in the colony. MC. 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Pnh: Virginia Mag. of Hist. ^ X, 288-289, (photograph of signature). 
A. Li. a. 

JXTLT 

200.* John Bowe. A letter to Sir Edwin Sandys. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. s. 

[Trans<;ript and photographic reproduction of a part in the Library of Congress.] 
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266.* William Ewens. Covenant on part of Wm. Ewens for 480" to see that the Ship George 
150 tufl is staunch and strong; and fitted out with furniture and with marriners and sea- 
men, to take on passenges and goods and to hring back tobacco from the plantation, 
with forfeit of 1000". BM. [LC] 

III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, foe. 78a-79a. 

257.* Wm. Ewens. Covenant by Wm. Ewens to fit out the Ship Charles, 80 tufl and take same 
with fraight and passengers to Virginia for certain [blank] sum. Forfeit of 1000** for not 
returning ship with freight. • BM. [LC] 

III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 80-81. 

JXTLT 6 

268.* Nicholas Ferrar and others. Warrant to pay Geo. S[andys] £20, addressed to the Earl of 

Southampton, signed by Nicholas Ferrar, Benett, Blaney, Wyseman. MC. [LC] 

III. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

AatoRraph si^atures; indorsement by Juhn Ferrar. 
[Photographic reproduction in the Library of Congrera.] 

JUIiY 84 

260.* J. Barnard and others. Warrant to Deputy J [ohn] F[errar] for £6 to Joseph Fitch ; signed — 
J. Barnard, N. Rich, Bull, Richard Caswell, John Blande. MC. [LC] 

III. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

[Photc^rapbic reproduction in the Library of Congrem.] 

260.* Virgrinia Company. ** Instructions to the Governor for the time l>eing, and Counsell of State 
in Virginia." LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Records, Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. 11-14. (2) Instructions, com- 
miCons, and letters, 1606-1683, 1-19. 
Pub: Outline: Hening, Virginia Statutes lU Large^ I, p. 114. Outline: Stith, T'tr^mia, 
pp. 194-196. 
261.* Treasurer and Company. An Onlinance and Constitution of the Treasurer and Company in 
Englanil for Council and Assemhly in Virginia. LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec, Virginia Co., III. (2) Instructions, commicons, et<;., 1606-1683, 
21-23. 
Pub: (1) Hazard, Hist. Coll. of State Papers, I, 131-13:1 (2) Hening, Virginia Statutes 
at Ixirge, 1, 110. (3) Stith, Virginia^ app. 4. Outline, p. 196. 

262.* Treiasurer and Company. Letter to Governor and Council in Virginia concerning Wyatt as 
governor. LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, ii, 15,16. (2) Instructions, commicons, etc., 
160&-1683, pp. 68-75. 
Pub: Neill, Virginia Company of Tjondou, 223-233. 

• JTTLY 30 

268.* Frivy Council. Copy of a Council order that Ix)rd Treasurer may make warrants of assist- 
ance for suppressing the importation and sale of tobacco. KP. 
I. Ref: MSS. of Earl De La Warr. 

P?(7>; Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., PouHh Report, 313. 

AUGUST 11 

264.* Virgrinia Company. Answer to the request of the Walloons and French to plant in Virginia, 
signed by John Ferrar, deputy. PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. I, No. 55. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of SUtte Paj)ers, Colonial, p. 26. 
Transcript: N. Y. Pub. Lib., Bancroft Papers, I, fon. 3G0-871. 



150 ixTRODicTioy [leai 

AUGUST 18 

265.* Virginia Company. letter con(»erning the sending of maids; Capt. Norton and the Italians, 
making bea<lH; Mr. (iookin; the French men and families to sail. LC. 

III. Ri^f: (1) MS. Reo. Virginia Co. » III, pt. ii, pp. 17-18a. (2) Instructions, Commidons, 
etc., i60(^-l()8:^, pp. 7(>-83. 

Pub: Neill, Virginia Company of Tjondotiy pp. 23JV-239. 

AUGUST 84 

266.* Virginia Company. "A (.'omission grannted by vs the Trer Counsell and Company for Vir- 
ginia vnto our louinge freinds Capt Arthur (niy and Nicholas Norbumes for a V^oyage 
intendtnl to Virginia." ' BM. [LC] 

III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 70-70a. 

267.* Treasurer and Company of Virg^inia. Covenant to pay Capt. Arthur Guy, Robert Toakley, 
and John Packc^sall .300" more for victuall and trans|K)rtation of said 100 persons. 
HI. Rff: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 71-71a. BM. [LC] 

268.* . Covenant to pay to Capt. Arthur Guy et al. I^" for eai'h tun of goods, provisions, and 

commoiiities here put aboard and there delivere<i. BM. [LC] 

III. Rff: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 72-72a. 

SKPnmfBKK 11 

260.* Virginia Council and Company. Lt^tter to Governor and Council in Virginia, concerning 
the failure of the old magazine and dissatisfaction with the new. LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Records Virginia C\). , III, pt.ii, pp. 19-20. (2) Instnictions, commidons, 
etc., 1606-1683, pp. 84-92. 
Pub: Neill, Mrginia Comjmny of Jjondon^ pp. 241-250. 

SXFTEMBXB 18 

270.* Ed. Blajrney. A letter to Sir Ed. Sandys concerning an Ea«t India ship. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Paj)er8. 

A. L. s. 

OOTOBBB 1 

271.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, or to N. Ferrar, (concerning personal matters. 
VI. /?</:• Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

OCTOBSBS4 

272.* Privy Council. Order that the Virginia Company is not to have a foreign house for importa- 
tion of their giKHls; tobacco to ))e first landed in England, with respite for four months. 

(1) VQ. (2) PRO. [NY] 
I. Ref: (1) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 173 (new number). (2) Colonial 

Entry liook. Vol. 79, pp. 201-202. 
i*u^; Sainsbury, Calendar of Slate PajterXj Colonial j p. 26. 

TraiiBoript, New York I»ublie Library, Bancroft PaperH, II, fos. 373-376. 

OOTOBSB 80 

278.* John Stratford. **M' Tho: Dawson note for all my tobacco sold by him, for mee w* much 
labor at this poare rate." NY. 

VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 39. 

Pab: Calendar: N, Y. Pub. Lib, Bull, I, 189. 
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1681. NOVXXBRar-16S4. APBIIi 

274.* Sir Thomas Smith and Alderman Johnson. Reply of Sir Thomas Smith and Alderman 
Johnson to the petition of John Bano^ve. PRO. 

III. Ref: State Papew, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 12. 

piih: ( 1 ) Virginia Mag. of Hist,, VI, ;^78-381. (2) Sainsbuo', Calendar of Stale Papers, 
Colonial, p. 00. 

NOVXMBSB 5 

270.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, concerning his debts, and also Southampton 
Hundred. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

[Transcript and photoicraphic reproduction in the Library of Conflrrem.] 

NOVSMBBB 81 

276.* Virgrinia Company. (Jrant to Daniel (iats to be master of ** l>arlinjf," and a permit to fish 

on the coast of Virginia l>etween XJ** and 45° N. lat. BM. [LC] 

III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 74a-75. 

277.* Council and Company for Virg^inia. ** A CoiTiission Graunte<l ... to John Huddleston 

for a V^oyadge to Virginia and for a free fishinge on the Coast of America.*' BM. [LC] 

111. Rff: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 75a-7da, 

278.* "A C<3mi8Hion Grantetl ... to Caj>taine Tho: Jones M' of the Discouery, for the free 

fishinge on the Coast of Americai, Tradinge for furs in Virginia.** BM. [LC] 

III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 77-78a. 

NOVXMBBB 86 

270.* Virgrinia Company. A letter to the governor and council in Virginia, concerning the send- 
ing of maids and the trading for furs. LC. 
III. Ref: (1) MS. Records Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 20, 20'. (2) Instructions, Com- 

miCons, etc., I(i0ft-1683, pp. 93-95. 
Pub: Xeill, E<lward, Virginia Company of Lipndon, pp. 2(JJi-2tt6. 

NOVSMBXR SO 

280.* Governor and Council in Virg^inia. Pnx'lamation warning }>er8ons from going alx>ard 
ships. LC. 

1V\ Ref: MS. liecords Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 45\ 

DXCXICBBR 

281.* Nicholas Ferrar. Receipt to John Smyth of Nibley of £6 13" 4** for subscription in the 
**Roule** for tra<le of furs and for the ** Roule" for building of Umts and houses. NY. 
III. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Pai>ers, Smyth, 36. 

I'uh: Calendar: .V. Y. Pub, Lib. Pull., I, 189. 
Signature of Ni<;hoIa{« Farrar. 

DXCXICBBB 3 

282.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to Jolin Ferrar, concerning his enemies in the Company. 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

A. Li. 9. 



288.* Virgrinia Company. I^etter to the governor and countnl in Virginia concerning trade and 
discovery. LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 21. (2) Instructions, commicons, etc., 
1606-1683, pp. 96-101. 
Pub: Neill, Virginia Cotnpani/ of Loiulony 267-273. 
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DBOBMBEB 16 

v 284.* Privy Council. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, anibaarador at States of United Province, 
J against Dutch settling in North Colony of Virginia (calle<l New England). PC. 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 209. 

286.* Peter Arundell. A letter to Sir Fxiwin Sandys, complaining at the neglect of the Company, 
but promising to hide defects. MC. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar i)apers. 

A. L. S. Transcript and photographic reproduction of part in the Library of Congrem. 

DEOEMBEB 83 

286.* Governor in Virg^inia. Comi^iission by the governor and captain-general of Virginia to 
DanM Tucker to trade with the Indians. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 36. 

1622 

287.* Draft of a letter to see that grant of the King to the Company of the importation of tobacco 
y \ '^ for seven years from Virginia and Bermuda is consigned to them. KP. 

I ( --^ VI. Ref: MSS. of Lord Sa<'kville. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Semtth Report, p. 2591). 

288.* Mr. Wroth. Notes from lists showing total number of emigrants to Vii>^inia, and making 
total loss 3,000 and survivors 1,700, 1619-1G22. PRO. 

VL Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 298. 

Piib: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth RepoH, pt. 2, p. 38. 

289.* Patrick Copland. A Declaration how the monies viz., 70£ 8" 6** were disposed, which were 
gathered by Mr. Patrick Copland, towards the building of a free schoole in Virginia. 
Printed. PR. 

V. Pah: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Third RepoH, p. 66. 

290. Bermuda Company. I^ws of Bennuda Company on the selection and sjettlement of ^'I^nd 

in Virginia." XXX, in "Orders and Constitutions" for the Summer Islands. Printed. 

(1) LC. (2) NY. 
V. l\ih: I>e Froy, Memorial of the liermuthis, I, 228. 

An order of court, Feb. 6. 16'2ir2. Imprint, Felix Kingston. 

291. John Brinsley. ** A Consolation for ovr Grauimar Schooles: more especially for all those of 

an inferiovr sort, and all ruder c^ountritv and places, namely . . . V^irginia with the 
Sonimer Hands." Printe<l. ' (1) JCB. (2) NY. 

V. 

81 pagOH, cinarto. Printc<i by Richard Field for Thomas Man. 1622. 

292.* [Virginia Company.] "The Inconveinencies that have happened to some Persons which 

have transj)ortcd tliemselves from England to Virginia, without prouisions necessary to 

sustaine themselves: For Preuention of like disonlers hereafter,— is published this short 

declaration-of necessaries—." Printeil. (1) NY. (2) ANT. (3) JCB. 

V. Ref: (2) CoIIecrtion of Broadsi<les, James I, No. 195. 

Pult: Reprinted in Ihirchojt, Ilv< IHlgrimeSf IV, Bk. IX, ch. 15, se<\ IV. 

Imprinted by Felix Kinf^ton. BroadHido. For diNCUHHion of edition, see ante, p. 91. 

298** Edward Waterhouse. ** Declaration of the state of the Colony of Virginia with the Rela- 
tion of the Massacre" and the names of those massacred. 
V. (1) LC. (2) JCB. (3) HARV. (4) NEWB. (5) PRIV. 

Copies (1) and (2) ineliide " The Inconveniences." .See ante No. 292. 
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19(P) 

302.* State of case and decision between John Baiyrave, plaintiff, and Sir Thomas Smythe et al., 
defendants, with reference to ioeses of Bargrave by being prohibited free trade in Vir- 
ginia, acconling to his ])atent. PRO. [NY] 
III. Jief: State Pai)er8, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 4, II. 
Pub: Sainsburj', Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 29. 

Tmnscript. New York Public Library. Bancroft I^apent, I. Fa». 437-4.53. 

FKBRUABT 86 

803.* Somers Islands Company. Court for Somers Islands. Committee to consider planting land 
granteil by Virginia Company has not met, and is commanded to meet hereafter: also 
names of committee. MC. [1X7] 

II. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

[Photographic reproduction in the Library of Congrew.] 

MABCH 6 

304.* Somers Islands Company. Court for Somen* Islands: To investigate the government and 
laws for S<.»mers Islands touching the sending of youths to Virginia. MC. [LC] 

II. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

[Photographic reproductions in the Library of Congrem.] 

1622 

MABCH [APTKB 85] 

306.* Virginia Company wn. Wye. Defense of Wye. PRO. [LC] 

III. Ref: Admiralty Court, Instance and Prize, Libels 81, No. 216. 



306.* Colony in Virginia. Letter to Virginia Company of London, describing the massacre and 
the needs of the Colony. * LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 3, 3*. 

APBH. 9 

307.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A ])rief letter to John Ferrar requesting frequent letters. MC. [LC] 
VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

APBIIi 18 (P). 

308.* John Bargrave. Charges against the former government of Virginia. PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 4, I. 

Piih: {}) la. 3/(1^. o/ //»>/., VI, 225-228. (2) Sainsbury, Otlendar of Stale Papers, p. 28. 
TrHn«-ript. New York Public Library. Bancnift I*apern, I, fos. 46!M75. 

309.* . Petition to the Privy Council, complaining against the company and asking that his 

new plan of government be considered. PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 4. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Caletuhtr of State Papen^, Colonial, pj). 28-29. 

TmnK'ript. New York Public Librarj'. Bancroft Papers, I, fon. 425-127. 

APBH. 13 

310.* Governor in Virginia. Commission by (iovemor and Captain-General of Virginia to Capt 
Roger Smith to command Charles City. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Reconls Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 37. 

APBIL 16 

311.* Governor in Virginia. Commission by governor and <-aptain-general of Virginia to Capt 
Ralph Hamer for trading. LC 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 37. 
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so 

828.* VirpLnia Company. "The Fonno of a Patent for such as are Aduenturens by payinge money 
into the Treaaury of y* Company vndertaking to transp: and plant 100: persons." 
III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285,' fos. 49-53. BM. [LC] 

824.* . ** The forme of a Patent for a Planter only." An indenture between the Virginia Com- 
pany and Sir Bowyer Worsly. BM. [iX] 
III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, fos. 54-57. 

826.* . A grant for a private Plantation to Johnn Bounall, a Frenchman. BM. [LC] 

III. Ref: Additional MSS., 14285, foH. 65-68. 

KAY 30 

826.* Capt. John Barg^ave. The answer of Capt. John Bargrave to his own aspersions against 
the present management. PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 7, I. 
Pub: Sainsbury Calendar of Sta^e Papers^ Colonial, p. 30. 

Transcript, New York inibllc Library, Bancroft Papers, I, fo«. 42IM33. 

JT7inB(P) 

827.* Oapt. John Bargrave. Petition to Privy Council, declaring he had stated the present govern- 
ment good I)ecau8e pressed by the Council for Virginia to do so. PRO. [NY] 
III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 8. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, ( blonial, p. 30. 

TranHcript. New York I*ublic Library, Bancroft Papers, I, fue. 461-468. 

JTTinB lO 

828.* Virginia Compaily* Letter to (lovemor and Council in Virginia, desiring some commodities 
sent, and especially silk for the King. LC. 

III. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. 22, 23. 

JTTinB 15 

829.* John Pountis. Petitions **To S' Francis Wyate Knight Governor and Captaine Grenerall of 
• Virginia and to the rest of his Ma**** Counsell in Virginia." LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 58. 

JUNE 17 

880.* The King. ^'A copy of the King's letter to the lis. touching the mainteining of the decree in 
Chftcery for S' Tho. Smith against Mr. Bargrave.'' BM. PRO. [LC] 

I. Ref: (1) Additional MSS. , 12496, fo. 450. Caesar Papers. (2) State Papers, Domestic, 

James I, Vol. 131, No. 38. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, pp. 31-32. 
881.* Governor in Virginia. Commission by governor and captain general of Vii^nia to Captain 
Maddison to assist the Potomai^ks in war. LC. 

IV. Rrf: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 37*, 38. 

JTTinB 18 

332. John Martin, Bobert Haswell. Petition to King to take irertain forest land in Viiyinia into 
his own hands. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 20. 
Pub: Kingsbury, Rec. Vtrgtinia Co,, II. 

Court of this date. 
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333. Virginia Company. Answer of the counsell and company to the petition of John Martin 
and Uassell. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Vii^inia Co., II, 21. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Cb., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company y II, 21. 
(3) Neill, E., Virginia Company of London, 312-313. 
884. Adam Dixon. Petition to King concerning the possession of land in Virginia. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 22. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Mrginia Comjmny, 1, 188-189. 
Court of thU date. 

886. Virginia Company. Answer of the Vii^inia Company to the petition of Adam Dixon. LC. 
II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 23. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Broc^k, Virginia Company, I, 189. 

886. William Kemp. The grievances of the inhabitants of Kikatan (Elizabeth City) by the testi- 

mony of William Kemp. LC. 

IL Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 23. 

P%ib: ( 1 )• Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Mrginia Company, I, 190-191. 
€k>urt of this date. 

887. Virginia Company. Answer of the Virginia Company to the grievances of William Kemp. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Vii^ginia Co., II, 23. LC. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Mrginia Company, I, 19L 

888. Capt. Mathew Somers. Petition in the Kings Bench to the King concerning the discovery 

and right to the Somers Islands. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, p. 24. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Oo., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, I, 192-193. 
Court of this date. 

889. Virginia Company. Answer of the Virginia Company to the petition of Mathew Somers. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 25. LC. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, I, 193-195. 

840. . Letter to Captain Argoll. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 27-28. 
Pub: Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. 

JUNE so 

841.* Sir Francis Wyatt. Commission to Sir George Yardley to command on an expedition upon 
the coasts from 33° to 40° to make new discoveries for another settlement. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 38. 

JUNE SI 

842.* . Proclamation against drunkenness, swearing, stealing boats. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 46*. 

JTTinB S7 

348.* Robert Newland. A letter to Nicholas Ferrar, concerning preparation to sail for Virginia. 

III. Ref: Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

A. L. 8. 

JTTinB 89 

844. Virginia Company. Propositions to the lord high treasurer concerning the tobacco con- 
tract LC. 
II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 31. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, 1, 196-198. 



i 
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JTTIjY 3 

846. Vir^nia Company. Pr<)i)Ositi(>nH to the lord high treasurer concerning the tobacco con- 
tract. LC. 
II. Ref: MS. Court liook, Virginia Co., II, 60-51. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Cb., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, I, 215-218. 

JTTIiY lO 

846. Mo(u)min^e Virginia. Printe<l. (Mentioned in Register of London Company of Stationers, 
1562-1638.) 
^, V. Pub: Cited: Report of Amer. Hist. Assoc., 1896, Vol. I, pp. 1251-1261. 

JTTIiT e OR 11 

847.* John Bonoeil. Reprint of the treatise on the culture of silk worms, including: 

(1) The King. letter to treasurer, deputy, and others of the Virginia Company, recommend- 
ing the setting up of silk works. 

(2) Virg:inia Council and Company. letter to the governor and council in Virginia, endors- 
ing the King's letter. Printed. (1) HARV. (2) JCB. (3) NY. (4) PRIV. 

V. Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, pp. 31, 41 (King's letter). 

Imprinted Felix Kingston. King's letter is mentioned in Docquet Book, James I. See ante, 

No. 150. 

JULY 11 

848.* Privy Council. Order concerning the Spanish vessel wrecked on coast of Bermudas, of which 
. j^V ^ Virginia Com])any had made restitution. 

V/ I. Bef: (1) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 431. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 202. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of Stale Papers, Colonial, p. 31. 

JTJIiY 18 

849. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, concerning a ship arrived from Vir- 
vinia with news that savages have by surprise slain 350 (circum) of the English. PRO. 
VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 132, No. 38. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of Slate Papers, Colonial, p. 31. 

JULY 14 

860. Sir Thomas Wilson. Indians have killed in Virginia 300-400 English, and but for accident 
man, mother, and child had all been slain. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 132, No. 41. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Ccdonial, p. 31. 

JUI«T 16 

861.* Privy Council. Order for a report on petition of John Bargrave against Sir Thomas Smythe, 
Alderman Johnson, and others for unjust practices and miscarriage of government of 
the Vii^nia plantation. PC. [NY] 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 439. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 31. 
Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft, I, fo. 477. 

362.* Governor in Virginia. Commission from governor and captain-general of Vii^inia to Daniel 
Tucker to crommand a plantation. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 36*. 

JUIiY 17 

868.* Note of articles ready or to be provided for exportation by Virginia Company. BM. [LC] 
III. Ref: Cotton MSS., Otho, E. X.. fo. 121. 
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JULY 17 (I) 

864.* Note of annn in the Towor for which tho Virjrinia Of)inpany are Huiton?. To be delivered to 
them. PKO. 

I. Ref: State PajH^rH, Colonial, Jaiuen I, Vol. II, No. 9. 

Pah: Sainsbury, (Mlemittr oj IStaie Paperf^ Colonial ^ p. 82. 

JTTIiT 89 

366.* Privy Council. Onler of Privy Council that old ca-^t arms in Tower, unlit for mcxlern use, 
be delivere<l to Virginia Company for uw agaiuHt Indiana. (1) PC. (2) PRO. [NY] 
I. It»f: (1) Privy C<Mimil Rejrisler, James I, Vol. V, j). 449. (2) Ck)lonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 202. 
Puh: Sainsbury, Cniemlar of f^alf PajK'ri*, tUouial, p. 82. 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, I. few. 481-4H3. 

AUGUST 1 

366.* Treasurer and Council for Virginia. Letter to jjovernor and council in Virginia, concern- 
ing protection from Indians and sole imp<jrtation of tobacco. L( •. 
III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. 23*-25. (2) Instructions, Commis- 
sions, and Letters, 100<)-l«iH8, pp. 102-107. 
htb: Neill, Virg'mio (Jomjtftntf of jMndon, pp. 822-I^W. 
867.* John Smyth. A list of st»r\'antrt remaining in Virginia. NY. 
VI. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Pa|)ers, Smyth 8 (87), pp. lo8-154. 

Puh: X.'y. Ihih. Lib. RnlL, Vol. Ill, pp. 298-2t»4. Catalogue: Ihid., I, p. 187. 
AutoKHiph of John Smith. 

AUGUST 18 

368.* Privy Council. A warrant staying the execution of Jas. Wharton and an order sending him to 
Virginia. PC. 

I. Ref: Privy C^juncil Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 4()o. 

SEPTXMBSR 

869.* John Carter. Petition to the Privy Council of a poor diHtrt»8si»d prisoner to lx» recommende<l 

for tran8])ortation to Virginia. PRO. 

III. Ref: State Pa|)er8, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 12. State Pajwrs, Domestic, James 

I, Vol. 188, No. 10. 
Puh: Sainsbury, CaUndar of State Papers, Coloniai, j». .'>8. 

860.* **A warrant to the lord Tr&r, to give order . . . for . . . <lelivery vnto the Company for the 
Virginia Plantacon of 1000. bniwne bill.s." PRO. 

I. Ref: Docquet Book, Signet Office, Vol. 7. 

361.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to Mr. John Ferrar, concerning the discouragements in the Vir- 
ginia business, the ill effects of the l>ad news from I^y Wyatt, and his plans for Vii^inia. 

III. Ref: Ferrar Papers. MC'. 
Ihih: Virginia Mag. of lli»t., X, 417-418. 

.V. L. 

SBPTEMBEB 10 

862.* Gk>vemor in Virginia. Commission by governor and captain-general of Virginia to Sir 
George Yeardley to make war on the Indians; also for his voyage to I'amunkey. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. IW*, 39. 

26105-05 11 
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SBPTSMBER 11 

363. »* The Late MasBacre in Virj?inia." '* A Poem/' PRO 

V. Jiff: Manchester Pa{H»ry. 

-^/ J^tb: Cited: Amer. Ilifit. Assoc. Jij^t., 1896, I, pp. 1251-1261. 

8SPTKMBEB S3 

364.* Sir Edwin Sandys. Letter to John Ferrar, loncerniiig lK>ok8 and letters to l)e sent to 
Colony by "Abigail." MC. [LC] 

III. Rff: Ferrar Paiwrs. 

A. L. H. 

1622 3 

BETWEEN OCTOBER AND JANUABY 

865.* Thomasin Woodshawe. Petition to the governor of Virginia. LC. 

IV. Jief: .MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 58. 

366.* Bichard Pace. Petition to governor and council in Vit^iia. LC. 

IV. Ref: MiS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 58. 

1622 

OCTOBEK 7 

867.* Virginia Company. A letter to the governor and council in Virginia, concerning further 
advice al>out destroying the Indians. LC. 

III. lief: M.S. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 25«-27. 
Pah: Neill, Virginia Comjmny of TjOndou^ pp. :M7-859. 

OCTOBEB 13 

868.* Sir Edwin Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, concerning *' Ferrar's remembrances." (trieves 
. at desperate con<lition of Colony. MC. [LC] 

VI.. Ref: Ferrar PajKjrs. 
A. L. s. 

OCTOBEK 18 

869.* Thomas Hamour. Petition to governor and <'ouncil in Virginia. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 58. 

OCTOBER 83 

370.* Governor of Virginia. Commission to Capt. Ralph Hamer to force a trade with the Indians 
for provij'ions for the Colony. LC. 

IV. Rif: MS. Rw. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 'Mh 

OCTOBER 84 

871.* Governor of Virginia. Commission to Capt. William Eden, alias Sampson, to trade for 
corn, etc., Ix'twecn the lat. 33° and 40°. LC. 

IV. R^f: .MS. Rec. Virginia Co., III. pt. ii, p. 39«. 

OCTOBER 31 

872.* Privy Council. Order that, on Thursday A. M., Nov. 14 [1622], the j^arties on both sidee 

> . ,• bring witnessc»8 liefore the LTds, and the Ca|)e Merchant <»f the Virginia Com i>any l)e 

/ .-- * *^ l)resent. ' l*C. 



I. Rrf: T*rivy Council Register, James 1, Vol. V, j>. 50t). 
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NOVEMBEB 2 



873.* George Sandis. Petition to governor and council in Virginia concerning the transfer of 
wTvants of William Nnce, lately <l(H'eaf»e<l, to hip ej^tatee in lien of £50 indebtedness. 
IV. Jlef: MS. \\iH\ Virginia Co.. ill, ]>t. ii. p. 39. LC. 



NOVSMBBB 18 



874.* Governor of Virginia. (.'oinnii.*»sion to ('ajjtain iHaak Madditon and Rolwrt Bennet to trade 
for com iH-tween the lat. :W° and 40°. LC. 

IV. n,f: :\IS. Rec. Virginia ('<»., Ill, pt. ii. p. \\W'. 



NOVSMBEB 13 



876. John Donne. A st^nnon preachcnl to the Hononihle C'oin|>anie of the Virginia Plantacon by 
John Dun (i. e. I)<»nne) deane of St. Pauln, l^mdon. I*rinti»<l. 
V. (1) JCH. (2) NY. {:^) PR IV. (4) MHS. (5) NEWB. 

Iiiiprintnl I^>ii(l<)n: A. Neat: for ThoimiM Jones. \{\'il. 



NOVXICBEB 16 



876. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton concerning the Hernion by the Dean of 
Pauls. ' ' PRO. 

VII. lit/: State Pajiers, Doiueetic, JanK*^f I, Vol. 134, No. 15. 
Pah: Calendar: SUntv Paperx, Dometiiirf Vol. 134. 



NOVSMBER 20 



877.* Privy Council.^ A warrant to deliver John Oarter to I^onl Sac.kvillo to Iw Hent to Virginia. 

I. Rf'f: Privy Council Register, Jainen I, Vol. V, p. 516. ]*{'. 



NOVEMBER S6 



878.* Privy Council. Order to Capt. John liargrave n». Sir Thomas Smyth to deliver his complaint /] . I ^ 

in writing. PC. 

I. Re/: Privy Council RegiHter, James I, Vol. V, p. 518. 

DECEMBER 

879.* Henry Marten. Dtvree in ca.s5 of the Virguiia Company with Wye, ab«)lving Wye. 

III. lit/: Admiralty Court. Instance and Prize, LIIh^Ih HI, No. 210. PRO. [LC] 

880.* Young-e rs. Rolwrt^, on ground that Wye, master of nhijj Cvarland, expelled Younge on asper- 
sions of Roberts. PRO. 

III. He/: A<lmiralty Court, Instance an«l Prize, Liln^ls HI, No. 256. 

DECEMBER 1 

881. Doctor Donne. A letter to Sir Thos. R(k% giving particulars concerning his sermon Ixjfore 
the King and Virginia Company. PRO. 

VII. Jiff: State Pajwrs, Domestic. James 1, Vol. 134, No. 59. 

DECEMBER 8 

882.* John Marten. ** The Ke«|Ucst8 of my brother John Marten to the Virginia CoiMiny: his offer 
touch, that Copany.-' BM. [LC] 

III. Ri/: Additional MSS., 1249(>. f.». 452. (Caesar Paix-rs.) 

DECEMBER 10 

888.* Governor and Council in Virgrinia. Pnx-lamation of governor and council in Virginia 
against engrossing commodities. IX?. 

IV. Re/: MS. Re<*. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 47. 
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DBCEMBER 16 

384.* JhC [John] Martin. '*The manner howe to ]»riuge the Indiana into siibieition w**'out 
makingc an utter extirpation of them together w'** the reasons." BM. [IX?] 

VI. Jief: Additional MSS., 12496, fos. 45«-4(}0. (Caesar Papers.) 
386.* **The manner howe Virginia may be made a Royall plantation ." BM. [IX] 

VI. Ref: A<lditional MSS., 12496, foe. 456-457. (Caesar Papers.) 

DEOXMBEB 17 

386. Council for New Eng^land. Ix*tter to lx» written to tiie trt^a.**nrt*r of Virginia Company 
against JoncH for robbing nativencif Now England of their hirsan<l takinj: som«« priwuien^. 

VI. licf: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, pp. 24-25. PRO. 
Puh: iSainsbury, Calemfar of »Statc Paptrft, Coloivniyp. .'55. 

DECEMBER 18 

887. Sir Thomas Coventry. Sir Thomas Coventry (attorney general ) to the Ksirl of Middlesex, 
returning the Proclamation for Tol)aceo, correctetl. KP. 

VII. Ref: MSS. of Earl De La Warr. 

Rnh: Calen<lar: Hist. MSS. Com., Fourth Report, p. 315. 

[WINTEB] 

388. Captain Butler. Captain Butler*.- Dismasking oi Virginia. (1) LC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: (1) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 271-2. (2) State Pai>er8, Colonial, 
James I, Vol. II, No. 20. 
/V/y; (1) Kingsbury Ree. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Viryiuin ComjHUi;/, II, 171- 
173. (3) Sainsbury, Calendar of State PaperB, p. 39. 

1623 

889.* Governor and Council of Virginia. Petition to the King for the grant of the sole im])orta- 
tion of toV)a(TO to them and to Somera Island. PRO. 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. I, p 5. 
Pah: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers^ j). 56. 

[1622 3] 

390. Paper touching the dis(!us8ion of salaries in the Summer I8lan<l8 company. PRO. 

II. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 3(K). 

Ptih: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Re/tort, pt. 2, p. 38. 

1623 (?) 

891.* Proportion of the charge to furnish and transi>ort six men to Virginia, estimated at £114 19*. 6"'. 

III. Ref: State Pai)ers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 54. PRO. [NY] 
I*nh: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Otlonial, p. 56. 

TrHiiHcript New York Public Library, Bancroft, II, fos. 5-7. 

1L623 

892.* Petition for a warrant by the late Undertakers for the importation of Tobac(!o. At coimcil it 
was agree<l that the Undertakers shoidd receive 3 <1. i>er pound on 28000 jKJunds. 
III. Rif: MSS. of Earl De La Warr. KP. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Comm., Phurth Report, p. 283. 
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1623 (?) OR 1617 

893.* The King. Onler to Aix'hbwhops of Canterbury and York, requiring them to arrange for the 
coIle<*tion of lilK»ral tx)ntril)utionH, so that the Undertakers of the Virginia plantation 
may erect churcheu antl sc^hooln. PRO. 

I. Rt^: State Papen*, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 37. 

I*\Uj: (I) Anderson, HiMory of the Church of England in the (JolfmieSf pj). 815-316. (2) 
Sainsbury, Oilendar of State Papers^ < olonial^ p. 49. 

Date In Sainj«lnir>'. 162:^. but given by Alexander Bn>wn. 1617. 

1623 (?) 

EARLY 

394.* Mr. Gibbfl. To Sir E. Sa[nd]. NotiMS of proi-eiHlingH before Ix>rd8 Comnii5«ioner» concerning 

Captain Hutler'n unmanking of Virginia, Thonian Smith'H reoonl.s, the *M)lark Im^x," etc. 

I. Ref: Ferrar Pa|)erH. MC. [LC] 

IndorM^ment in the autograph of John Ferrar. I'hotoKraphie repm<lnetion in the Library of 
CongresM. 

896.* Alderman Johnson. *' Alderman Johnsons Declaratione of the Pn)9perous estate (»f the 
Colony duringe Sr Th. Smiths tyme of (louerment." ( 1 ) LC. (2) PRO. [LC] 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. 1, p. 4. (2) Manchester PaiK^n^, Xos. :^t4-340. 

The Manehctitcr paper gixw the coneluMon. 

1622 3 (?) 

896.* Statement of advantages to Virginia and Summer Island companies of a contract in force 
(H)mpHre<l with a previous {>eriod from 1619. PRO. 

Ref: Manchester Pajiers, No. 311. 

Pfib: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Rej>ort, pt. 2, p. 38. 
Autograph of Edward CollinRW<Hxi (?). 

1622 3 

BSTWEXN JAKUABT AND APRII« 

897.* John Bobinson's son. Petition to (rovemor Wyatt. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Re<«. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 58. <' 

JAKUART 3 

398.* Governor in Virpjiia. Instructions by governor and captain genund of Virginia to 'fucker 
concerning tra<le. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. :J6. 

JANUART 4 

399.* Olujrles Harmoun. Petition to Governor Wyatt. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 38. 

JAKUART 80 

400.* Virginia Council. Letter from Council in Virginia to Virginia Company of London, 
acknowledging arms stmt, and defending colonists for acts in massacre. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. 4-5.* 

P\i.h: Neill, Virginia Company of London, pp. 363-376. 
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401.* Privy Council. Order that John Bargrave forbear tnnibling Sir Thomas Smith. PC. 

I. Bef: Privy CJouncil Reginter, James I, Vol. V, p. 564. 

JAKUABT 84 

402.* George Harrison. Letter to his brother, John Harrison. Accounts with Mr. Bennett. PRO. 
VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 17. 

Piih: Sainsbiiry, CaUntlnr of State PaperSy Colonial j p. 36. 

[YKBRTJABTT] 

408.* The Ctovemor, Council, and Assembly of Virginia to the King, representing Capt. Nathan 
Butler's information entitled **The Unm&c^king of Virginia.'* PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: State Pai)ers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 20. 

J*ub: Sainsbury, Oilmdar of State PajHrSy Colonial ^ p. Ii8. 

A. 9>. Transcript. Now York Public Library. Uancmft I»aporH. I. Fo«.497-fi27. 

404.* [Sir Nathan. Rich.] Rough notes touching the affairs of the Virginia and Summer Island 
Companies, especially the salary, (fragment). PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papt^rs, No. :«)4. 

P^ib: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Re])ort, pt. 2, p. 38. 

[FEBBUABY] P 

406.* Papers touching discussion of salaries in the Summer Island Company, on Feb. 17, 1622/3, 
June 10, 1618. PRO. 

II. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 309. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth RejH)rt, pt. 2, p. 38. 

FEBBUABT 8. s 

406.* Privy Council. Order for a contract between the Lord Treasurer on l)ehalf of King and the 
Virginia Comjmny touching the imi)ortation of tobacco. (1) PC. (2) PRO. 

I. Ref: (1) Privy Coimcil Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 583. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 203. 
Puh: Sainsbury, ('alendar of State Papers^ Colonial^ p. 37. 

FEBBUABT 4 

407. Mr. Wrote. Mr. Wrote's Projet!t concerning salaries. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 136. 
Pub: Kingsbury, Rer. Virginia Co., II. 

408. Objections against the salaries. LC. 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 168-169. 
J^ib: Kingsbury, Rec. Virgiriia Co., II. 

FEBBUABT 14 

409.* Governor of Vir^nia. Order or warrant demanding sassafras, 60,000 pounds, to l^e sent 
home. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Re<-. Virginia (^o., HI, pt. ii, p. ol*. 

FEBBUABT 87 

410. Proposition agreed on by the Lord High Treasurer of England and the Company of Virginia 
and the Summer Islands touching the sole importation of tobacco. KP. 

III. Ref: Duke of Dorset Collection. 

Pub: I'eckard, Memoirs of Xicholas Ferrar. 
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[MABCH] 

411.* [Sir Nathan. Bich. ] Fii^t Rough Draft of a proposition for the advancement of His Majesty's 

profit, and the gocxl of Virginia and the Summer Islands by settling the trade of tobacco. 

PRO. 
III. Ref: Manchester Papers, Nos. 312, 313. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth RejMyrt, pt. 2, p. '^S, 

412. Paper touching the discussion of salaries in the Summer Islands Com{)any. PRO. 

VII. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 310. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 38. 

16S8/3. MABOH. TO 16514, JUI^T 

413.* Roug^h notes of an estimate of the value U) the King for a year of the proposed preemption of 
tobacco and pepper. PRO. 

III. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 314. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Re}Mtrt, pt. 2, p. 38. 

[MARCH] 

414.* [Sir Nathan. Bich.] Notes on the Tolmcco Contra<!t. PRO. 

HI. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 316. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report^ pt. 2, p. 39. 



416.* G. S. [and78]P A letter to Mr. Farrer by the ** Hopewell." PRO. 

IV. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 318. 

Pub: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 39. 

A. L. S. Photograph of tintograph in the Librar>' of Congress. 

MARCH 4 

416. Privy Council. Order concerning the imi)ortation of goo<ls from colony to enforce order of 
October 21, 1621. (1) LC. (2) PRO. (3) PC. [NY] 

II. Ref: (1) MS. Court B(X)k, Virginia Co., II, 232-233. (2) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 
79, p. 203. (3) Privy Council R<»gister, James I, Vol. V, p. 618. 

J*ub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia (.'v., Vol. II. (2) Brock, Virgivia (bmjxiinjy II, 
126-127. (3) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Paj^erx, rolonial, p. 40. 
417.* Governor in Virgrinia. Order of the governor and captain-general of Virginia to keep the 
22d of March holy, fon»ver after. Date of the massacre. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec.'virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 51». 

MABCH 5 

418. Virginia Colony. Petition to King concerning the tolwc'co trade. LC 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 221. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rer. Virginia Co., Vol. II. (2) Brock, ]1rgiTiia Compcny, II, 221. 

MABCH 6 

419.* Frethome. Copy of a letter from Fn*thorne to Bateman, <le8cribing the tlistress of the colony 
due to the massacre. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Pajiers, No. 317. 

MABCH 7 

420. Virgrinia Company. Answer io Privy Council, concerning imix)rtation of gooils and tobacco 
from colony. LC 

II. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 236-237. 

Puh: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia (jO., II. (2) Brock, T7r5rint« Company^ II, 130-131. 



166 lyTRODLCTIOy [1622/8-1628 

421.* Order of court for Virginia and Summer Iflland, ronceming Lr>nl Cavenclish's ommiseion of a 

part of Lord Treasurer's Speech at Counsell Table touching Alderman Johnson. 

II. Ref: Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

Photographic reproduction in Library of Congrew. 

SifOK^ by Ed. Colling'wood. Indorsed in autograph of Colliugwood. 

422.* A rough draft of above. MC. LC. 

II. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Indorsed in Collinfn^ood'H and John Ferrar'H writing. 
Holograph of Etl. C4>llingwood. 

MABCH 17 

428.* Extraordinary court of Sumer Island, concerning the grievances of inhabitants of Summer 
Island. Part of the blurre<l lx)ok (?). MC. [LC] 

II. Rff: Ferrar Paijer?. 

Photrtgmphic reproduction and tran^'ript in the Library of (^ongrem. 
Marginal cntri<.'« in autograph of John Ferrar. 

MABCH so 

424.* Reasons offered to Privy Coimcil against Sir txiwin Sandys's contract and joint stock for the 
Virginia and Summer I^land tobacco, and against monopoly of tobacco. PRO. [NY] 

III. Rtf: State Pap<'rs, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 10. 

Pub: Sainsbury, CcUendar of State Pajterf, OAonUdy p. 59. 

Transcript: New York Public Librarj-. banen>ft Papers, II, 413-429. 

Date in Sainsbur}'. Man-h 'JO. 1023 4. On M.<. in eonteraporary writing. Mareh 20. 1622.3. 

MABCH S4 

426. Virginia Company. Petition to the Privy Council concerning importation of tobacco. LC. 

III. Ref: MS. Court Bo<jk, Virginia C(>., II, 244-248. 

Fvh: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Mrfyima O., Vol. II. (2) Bro<*k, Vir^nia OmjMiny, II, 
137-143. 

' MARCH S7 

426.* [Lord Treasurer Middlesex.] Copy of a letter to offi(*ers and farmers of customs, and to 
.\braham an<l John Jacob, the collectors who had delayed the passing of the tol>acco 
in a nhip from the Bermudas. PRO. 

I. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 21^3. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Khjhth RejHtrt, pt. 2, p. 37. 

1623 

MARCH 88 

427.* Oeorgr© Sandys. Letter from ( Jeorge Sandys to Samuel Wrote. PRO. 

IV. Ref: Manchester Pajters, No. 319. 

Puh: Neill, E., Vinjinia Vetnsta, pp. 122-127. Calendar: Hist., MSS. Com., Eighth 
Rejfort^ l)t. 2, p. 39. 
H<>l<»Kraph. 
428. Samuel Matthews. A letter i-oncerning the property of Thomas Sheffield, and his son, who 
was tongiie-lie<l. PRO. 

III. Ref: Aclmiralty Court, Instance and Prize, Liliels 8<), No. 118. 
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BETWEEN APRII« AND JT7NE 

439.* Adventurers and Planters. Complaint from adventurers and planters to His Majesty's 
commissionerH against Sir Ed. Sandys et al. in the last four years of the government. 

III. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 343. PRO. 
Ihtb: Calendar: Hist. MS8. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 42. 

440.* [Alderman Johnson] Part of a draft of a statement (under heads numbered 10-39) touching 
the miserable condition of Virginia and its causes. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, Nos. 347, 348. 

Pah: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eitjhlh Reftori, pt. 2, pp. 42-43. 
441.* Statement ''from attestation of divers sutficient understanding sea men" as to the bad condi 
tion in Virginia. PRO- 

IV. Ref: Manchester I*ai)ers, No. 349. 

Pith: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 43. 
442.* [N. Rich] Beginning of rougli draft of a certificate afilrming the tnith of statements of 
(^aptain Kutler. PRO. 

III. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 350. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., EiglUh Rejtort, \^t. 2, p. 43. 
443.* Note of the men sent to Virginia in Sir Thomas Smythe's time, over 600 ''confessed," with 
names of ships conveying them. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 352. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Rejtorty pt. 2, p. 43. 

[AFHTLPJ 

444.* Answer of Adventurers and Planters in Virginia and Summer Islands to a petition exhibited 
to His Majesty by Lord Cavendish et al. in name of Companies. PRO. 

III. Ref: Manchi»ster Paj)ers, No. 353. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Refmrf, pt. 2, p. 43. 

APRIL. 

445. Alderman Jonnson. Petition of Adventun»rs and Planters to the King, praying the appoint- 
ment of a <'ommission to invt^stigate the abuses of the Virginia affairs and propound a 
reform. (1) PRO. (2) LC. 

VI. Ref: (1) Manchester Papers, No. 328. (2) MS. Court Book of the Virginia Company, 
il, 270-271. 
Puh: (1) Kingsbury, Records Virginia Co., II. (2) Neill, Virginin Company of Lon- 
don, pp. 387-389. (3) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 169-170. 

The iiHlursement ^Xw.'n Alderman .ToliiiHon as the author. The autograph hi quite different 
from Johnson's. This is recorded in the Court Book under the date of April 18. 

446.* *' Names of Adventurers that dislike y^ present pn»oeedings of business in 3^* Virginia and 
Soiners Islands Companies." PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Pai)ers, No. 327. 
Pub: Brown, Genesis, II, 982. 

Indorsement in uutof?raph of N. Rich. 

[afbh^j 

447.* * 'Articles of Inquirie for the Counc" of Virginia" etc. Addressed to Nath. Rich. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, Nos. 331, 332, 333. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Coin., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 40. 
Autograph similar to George Sandys's. 
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AFRII« 7 

459.* Sir Francis Wyatt. A letter to John Ferrar, giving particularH of rebuilding of colony and 
advising extinction of the Indians and martial law. PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, V^ol. II, No. 2ti. 

Pnh: Sainsbury, (kdendar of Stale Papers^ Cotoniaiy p. 42. 

Tninsoript, Now York I*ttbllc Librar>', Bancroft PHpers, II, im. »M1. 

APBHj 8 

460.* Qreor^e Sandys. A letter to John Ferrar, relating the distressed condition of the colony. 

IV. Ref: State Par)erH, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, Nos. 27, 35. PRO. [NY] 

l^ih: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Pajtern, Colonial^ p. 42. 

No. 35 Is an autograph lettor and Ih indorsed SandyH to the Company. Transcript. New Yorlc 
I*nblio Library, Banrn)ft l*aiH.'rs, II, fos. 45-59. 

APHTL 11 

461.* Oeorg^e Sandys. A letter to John Kerrar. PRO. 

IV. Ref: Manchester Pai)ers, No. \Vli\. 

Pnh: Calendar: Hist. MS8. V<m\., KUjhth Report, pt. 2, p. 40. 

AFBUi 18 

462. Virginia Company. A relation to the Kinj^ concerning the pro(H»edings of colonies. 

(1)LC. (2) PRO. 
in. Ref: (1) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 255-2«3. (2) Manchester Papers, No. 360. 
Pnh: (1) Kiugs^bury, Rec. Virginia Co. y II. (2) Brotrk, Virginia OnnjHxnyy II, 152-1 H2. 
(3) Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., EigJuh Report, pt. 2, p. 44. 

463. A <leclaration of the present state of Virginia presente<l to the King. LC. 

III. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 253. 

Pnh: (!) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Bnx^k, Virginia Company, II, 148-151. 

APRTL 14 

464.* Christopher Davison. A letter to John Ferrar concerning the arrival of the ** Margaret and 
John" in distress from an attack by the Spanish. PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: State Pai^ers, 0)lonial, James I, Vol. 11, No. 2S. 

Pnh: (I) Virginia Mag. of nii<t.,y I, 24'A-244. (2) f^Riut*\mry, Calendar of f^ate Paperif, 
Colonial, p. 43. 

Transcript, New York riiblic Library, Bancroft Papers, II, fos. 61-65. 

465.* [Nathan. Rich.] Draft of instructions to the commissioners to investigate the Vii^jinia affairs. 
VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 330. PRO. 

Pnh: Calen<lar: Hist. MSS. Com., p:ighth Rejwrt, pt. 2, p. 40. 

AFBUi 10 

466.* Captain Kendall. \ letter from the Summer Islands to Sir Ed. Sandys telling of the blo^dng 
up of the **Seaflo\ver," bound for Virginia. MG. [LC] 

IV. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

A. L. S. rhotoffmphii! reprodiu;lion of part and transcript in the Library of Congrew. 

V 

APRTL 17 

467.* Privy Council. An order that, upon hearing Lonl Cavendish and others, representatives, a 
commissicm l>e appointed to incjuire into the true state of Virginia and Soniers Island 
plantations. PC. 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. V, pp. 668-669. 

J^ih: (1) LeFroy, Memorials of the Bermudas, I, 2H9-290. (2) Sainsbury, Odendar of 
St/ite Papers, Colonial, p. 44. 
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AFRII« 18 

468. "Lord Treasurer Middlesex. A letter to SiM'retary Coiiway, «'oiu'eriiiiijr pnx-eedinjifs in Privy 
Conneil for the King*8 information rei?i>ecting tlie differences of the two (X)mpanie8 of 
Virginia and Somen? Inlands. PRO. 

I. Ref: State Pai>en», Domwtii*, James I, Addenda, Vol. 43. 

Pnb: (1) LeFmy, MnnoriaU of the Bermudas, I, 2iH)-2?U. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of 
State Pajters, Cofonittf, p. 44. 

APRIL 18 

489. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carieton <'onirerning the great faction in the 
Virginia C'onijmny. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State PaiK^rs, Domestic, James I, Vol. 143, .No. ITJ. 
Pnh: Sainslinry, Cnhiuhir nj State Pnpn-s, <.\tloiiia/, p. 44. 

APRIL 21 

470.* '*Ooppie of the l\mrte b<M»ks delineit^l l»y onlerof the l<^)nls of his Ma"" Counsel 1 to the 
StK^retary." A Receipt for C^jurt HcM>ks from Jan. 2S, 1(>0»), to April 2, l(i23. 

III. /;^/.- Ferrar Papers. MC. [LC] 

l'hut(>|<raphi(' Keproiliiotioii in llu* Libniry t»f (-(UiKre^s. 

471.* *'A Mexnoriall of some thingn w*^** it may pleajH* the lis t<» insert in their Ix)'" letters to Vir- 
ginia an<l the Summer Islands." PRO. 
VI. Ref: Manche.«iter Pai^rs, No. 'X\rt. 

Ptih: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., E'ujhth Report, pt. 2, p. 41. 

Indorw<l in .Viitoifraph of N. Rirh: "dellv. by me to the L. Ttv8l»." 

APRIL. 83. 80 

472.* John Wrig^ht. A jx^tition to (jovernor Wyatt demanding that Mr. Douglas deliver certain 
goods to liim which he had had in partnernhip with Mr. Langley, de<*ea»»ed, master of ship. 

IV. Ref: MS. Ree. Virginia (\>., Ill, pt. ii, p. 59. ' LC. 

APRIL 84 AND MAT 3 

473.* Petition to Governor Wyatt and (\)uncil in Virginia by i>ast*i^ngers in the Margan»t and John 
complaining of evil treatment. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 5«". 

APRIL 84 

474. Lord Treas. Middlesex. I^^nl Trt»aj*. Mithllesex to Sivretary Conway, stating that the draft 
of the Ireland and Virginia commissioners is n*ady. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Pai>ers, Domesti*-, Jamea I, Vol. 143, No. m. 
l^dt: Calendar: Stnte f*ajter)t, Ihniieatir, Vol. 14Ii. 

APRIL 86 AND MAT 3 

475.* John Loyde. Petition to Governor and Council in Virginia demanding freedoui from appren- 
ti<*ement to Langley. IX". 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., IH, pt. ii., p. 59. 

APRIL 88 

476.* Privy Council. Onler di.'iallowing the letters of the Virginia Com|)any to the colony and dis- 

polving the tol»at\-o nmtract. (1 ) I*C. (2) & (3) IX<. 

I. Ref: (1) Privy Council Register, Jamen I, Vol. V, p. (i74. (2) MS. Rec. Virginia 

Co., 111. pt. i, p. 1*. (.S) Instructions, Commission, and Ix?tters, l«>0f>-168.S, pp. 

()M)l>. 

Pah: (1) U'Froy, Memorials of the Rermuda^ty I, 2iKV-2iM. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of 

State f*a]ierSj Cohniial, ]>. 45. 
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477.* Privy Council. letter to '* (tovernor, Council and Colony in Virjrinia," urj^ing i-are of forti- 
fications, provisions, an<l habitations. (1)&(3)LC. (2) PRO. (4) PC. [NY] 
I. Jief: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 1. (2) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, 
p. 205. (3) Instructions, Commissions, Letters, 1606-1683, pp. 59-60. (4) Privy 
Council Register, James I, Vol. V, p. 675. 
Pah: Sainsbury, CrUeruiar of Slate Paprrn^ Colonial ^ p. 45. 

Transcript. New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II. fos. 93-95. 

478.* Letter to the "Councell in Virginia," annoum^ing Act of Court in London concerning 

Tobacco. LC. PRO. 

I. lief: (I) Colonial pjitry I5ook, Vol. 71>, p. 204. (2) Privy C^jun<ril Register, James I, 

Vol. V, p. 674. 
J*uh: Sainsbury, (Ailcndar of State l*apcr», Colon iaij p. 45. 

470.* ^^*>py <>^ » letter to the Governor of Virginia, sent by ** Bonny Bess.'' MC. 

I. fit'/: Ferrar Pai^ers. 

480. Planters. Answer of Planters to Captain Butler's " Unmasked fai-e of Virginia" as it was 
written in 1()22. LC. 

IV. Re/: M.S. Court Book, Virginia Co., 11, 275-277. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Per. Vinjiyiia Co., II. (2) Neill, Virginia ComjHtny of iMtidoHy 
pp. ;W5-404. (3) Bro(^k, Viryiuia (omjHtniiy 11, 175-18il 

APRIIi 88 

481.* Governor in Virginia. Proclamation calling for labor on the fort at Warisi'oyack. LC. 

IV. Pej: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 50*. 

[MAY P] 

482.* Nicholas Ferrar. Nicholas Ferrar's computation by which he wouhl prove that to \my but 
9* j)er ix3und for Planters' tobacco and bring all in is worse than before to i>ay 12*' an<l 
l)e at li])erty to bring in what we will. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Colonial Entry Book, \^ol. 74, p. 204. Mancliester Pai)ers, No. 354. 
Puh: Calendar: Hist. .MSS. Com., Kighth Report, pt. 2, p. 43. 
Indorsed in autograph of Nath. Rich. 

483.* **A Briefe Answere to a declaracon made and <ielivereil to his Matie" in Easter week, con- 
cerning accusations against the colony. PRO. 
VI. Ref: Manchester Pai)er8, Nos. .%1, 362. 

I\ib: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, pp. 44, 45. 

No. 361 [» in Nathaniel Rich's autograph. No. :S62 is i^i that of Alderman Johnson. 

484.* [Nicholas] Farrar. "The names of <livers Knights, Citizens and Burgessi'sof I^wer House of 
Connnons that are A<1 venturers and Free of Virginia Compagny and yet have not 
followed the bussiness for sundry yeares." PRO. 

VI. Ref: ^lanchesU'r Papers, No. 371. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 46. 

Autograpii of Nicholas Ferrar. Indorsed in aut(^raph of N. Rich as "by Mr. Farrar." 

[MAT] 

485.* [Nath. RichP] Heads of two letters to be written to Virginia Company by Mr. Se<rretary, 
declaring His Majesty's pleasure n»si>ecting restniint of factious i)er8ons, and suggesting 
limitation of adventurers. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, Nos. 372, 373. 

Puh: Calendar: Hist. MSS. (\>m., Kighth Report, pt. 2, p. 46. 
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8 

406.* Secretary Conway. A letter to Sir E<1. Sackville, from Tlieolmlds, coneerninjir the |)etition 
on behalf of Virginia. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Pai)erH, Domestic, James I, Vol. 214. 

Piib: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial^ p. 45. 
407.* . A letter to Secretary Calvert, from Theol)al(l8, to hasten the passinir of the commis- 
sion concerning Virginia. 
I. Ref: State Papery, Domestic, James I, Vol. 214. 

l*nh: Sainsbury, Oifeudar of Statr /V/y>/T.s, Colon In I ^ p. 4.5, 

[PBOBABIiT BEFOBE MAT 7 J 

408.* Governor in Virg^inia. Proclamation of the governor and c^aptain-general of Virginia to be 
careful of the savage treachery. LC. 

lief: MS. Records, Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 47*. 

MAT 8 

400.* Privy Council. Commission to Sir AVilliam Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortescue, Sir Thomas (Tofton, 
Sir Richard Sutton, Sir William Pitt, Sir Henry Bourchier, and Sir Henry Spiller to 
investigate the con<litions of disputes in Virginia, and rt»port mcth<Kl of procedure. 

(1)BM. (2) PRO. (3)LC. 
I. Ref: (1) Additional MSS., 29975, fos. 6,'^^. (2) I)(x<iuet Book, Signet Office, Vol. 7; 

Patent Roll 21, James I, 19th part. (.3) Virginia Misc. Records (Bland copy), 
pp. 126-132. 

600.* Governor in Virginia. Proclamation by the governor and captain-general of Virginia for 
planting sufficient corn. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., HI, pt. ii, p. 

MAT 11 

601.* Governor in Virginia. Commission by governor and captain-general of Virginia to Captain 
Smith to buihl a fort at Warosquayak. IX). 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 40. 

MAT 18 

602.* Governor in Virginia. Commission by governor and captain-general of Virginia to (tilbert 
Peppet to trade with y^' Indians. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 40. 

603.* . Coniinission by governor of Virginia to Capt. Ralph Tucker to go against the 

Indians. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virghiia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 50». 

13 



604.* Governor in Virginia. Warrant of governor in Virginia for sending every twentieth man 

to work on the fort at Wariscayack. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 51". 

606.* Privy Council. Order demanding that John an<l Nicholas Ferrar, of the Virginia Comi»any, 

be confinwl to houses till further order, as guilty of contempt of Order of Council Table. 

(1) PRO. (2) PC. 
I. Ref: (I) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 205-206. (2) Privy Council Register, James 

I, Vol. V, p. 699. 
J^dt: (1) Brown, First Repnhiir^ 526. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, 
Colonial , pp. 45-46. 
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[TUWM OWL JUX.T?] 

515.* Dmit of a prelimioary report of the commiaeionerB on the ooodition of the coioiiy of Virjpiila. 
VL Rif: Maii4>he!>ter Papers, No. 382. PRo! 

Piih: Calendar: Hwt MSS. Com., Eighth Repf/rt, pt. 2, p. 46. 

[JUWMf] 

516.* [V. Bich.] Rough draft of a project for the better government of the colon j and company. 
VI. Ref: Manchester Papen>, No. 381. PRO. [LC] 

Pub: Calendar: Hist MSS. Com., EigfUh Rqwri, pt 2, p. 46. 



^y 



y 517.* Virginia CoimciL Treararer and oooncil for Virginia to the Privy Council concerning Capt. 

John Bargrave'a Petition. PRO. 

111. Rff: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 7. 

Pub: Sainsbory, CaUndar of SiaU Pnpem^ Colonial^ p. 30. 



518.* liiat of 72 patents granted to several persons name«l, all of whom have divers partners *'whoee 
names and several shares we do not know.'' PRO. 

III. Rff: State Papers, Colonial, James I, VoL II, No. 33. 

Pub: (1) Brown, Ftrtt RepabliCj pp. 628-tJ30. (2) Sainsbory, Calfndar of SiaU 
PaperSj Colf/nial, p. 47. 
519.* liiat of shareholders in Virginia Company, with the nnmber of shares and reason for allot- 
ment — by pnrchase or otherwise, March, 1616-Jane, 1623. PRO. 

III. Rff: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 33. 

Pub: (1) riripnia Mag. of HiM, IV, 29»^10. (2) Sainsbory, CaUndar of SlaU 
Popen, Colonial^ p. 47. 

JUVS 4 

520. The Kin^. Letter to the Virginia Company. ( 1 ) LC. ( 2 ) PRO. 

I. R^f (1) MS. Coort Book, Virginia Co., II, 319. (2) ^lanchester Papers, No. 378. 

Pub: (1) Kings»bory, Rec. Virginia Co., IL (2) Brock, Mrginia Company, II, 218-219. 
(3) Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 46. 

The docnment in Manche^er papers is indoned "Vera Copia" and bears the aatograiA 
gignature of Ed: Collininrood, Secre. 

521.* Sxamination of Captain Isaac and Mary Madison and Serjeant John Harris, taken before Sir 
Francris Wyatt, Governor, and the Cooncil of Virginia, and Christopher Davi^ion, 
Secretary, touching sopposed contract of marriage three or foor days after hus>band's 
death; since she has disavowed ^d contract and formed a new one with William 
Ferrar. PRO. 

IV. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 30. 

Puh: (1) Brown, F\rH Repnblir, 563-565. (2) Sainsbory, CaUndar of StaU Paperty 
Coianinf, p. 46. 

Sl^ed: •• Extract," Ed. Sharplem, Cler. 

juwm 14 

522. Colony in Virginia. letter to Virginia Company, concerning a settlement about the fort, 
Martinis Hundred, and the seizing of Dutch and French Traders as prizes. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 348. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rfc. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, }'irginia Company, II, 23S-9. 
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JUNX 18 

523.* **NoteB Taken out of Tree wch c-ame fn>ni Virj^iiiia in the Abigail and were del the Com"" 

VI. Hef: Man(h««t^r Papers, Nop. :i3«, 339. PRO. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist MSS. Com., Eighth Rfjwrt, pt. 2, pp. 41-42. 

JUNX as 

524.* [Sir Nathaniel Rich]. Draft of a proposition, delivered to the Lord Treasurer, for resettling 
the estate of Virginia. PBO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 379. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSiS. Com., Eighth RejwH, pt. 2, p. 46. 

JT7KX SM 

525. James I. letter to Virjcrinia Company, to forbear election of officers. (1) LC. (2) PRO. 

I. Ref: (1) MS. Court Book, Virginia C^o., H, 329. (2) Manchester Papers. No. 380. 
Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Mrginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 220-221. 

(3) Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt 2, p. 46. 

JXTNX as 

526. A quarter court held for Virginia. MC. 

II. Ref: Ferrar Pai>er8. 

Pub: Kingsbur>', Rec. Mrginia Co., II. 

Orii^inal of the entry in the MS. Court Book; sec date. 

JT7NE SO 

527.* Secretary Conway. A letter to Secretary Sir George Calvert, concerning desire of King that 
the I»rd8 of the Privy Council attend promptly to the business of the Virginia Company 
until concluded. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 147, No. 88. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 47. 

528.* I>raft of an answer or notes for an answer to the proposition made by Lord Chichester for 
the l)etter settling of the Plantation in Virginia. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 387. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth RepoH, pt. 2, p. 47. 

589.* Captain Baily. I. Project that the King shouM make a plantation in Vii^nia or New Eng- 
land by transportation of ixnyr. 
II. Project concerning Virginia. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Pajwrs, Domestic, James I, Vol. 189, Nos. 36, 63. 
I\ib: Sainsbury, Calendar of ^State Painrs, Colonial, pp. 50, 56. 

JUiiY a 

580. Virginia Company. Answer to the Privy Council stating that they have taken consideration 
as to a supply, and asking until Friday to advise. (1) IXJ. (2) PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: (1 ) MS. a)urt Book, Virginia Co., II, 333. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James I, 

Vol. II, No. 34. 
Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co.,poM, 11. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 
226. (3) Sainsbury, Calendar of State ]*aper$. Colonial, p. 47. 

Tnuucript: New York Public Library, Bancroft papers, Vol. II, fos. lia-115. 
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531. I^rd President Mandeville. A letter to iSecretary Conway stating that the Virginia Com- 
pany have taken measures for the relief of misery in colony, and are considering roles 
for better government. PRO. [NY] 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 35. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 47. 

Transt^ript: New York Public Library. Bancroft papers, Vol. II. fos. 109-111. 

582.* I>elphebu8 Canne. A letter from Vii^ginia to John Delbridge, concerning want in the colony 
and the hope for a good harvest. PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers?, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 36. 

Pikh: Calendar: (1) Virgin a Mag, of Hist., 373-374. (2) Sainsbur>', Calendar of Stale 
Papers, Colonial, p. 48. 

Traniieript: New York Public Library. Bancroft papers. Vol. II, foe. 117-128. 

538.* Privy Council. Rules set down for the better government in Virginia. PRO. 

I. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 35. 

Pub: (1) Brown, First Republic, 543. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of StaU Papers, CoUh 

nial, p. 48. 

j\ji«Y a 

634.* Secretary Conway. A letter to Lord Treasurer Middlesex, concerning the refusal of the 
Virginia Company to comply with the King's request; to be referred to the Attorney- 
General. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 148, No. 19. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 48. 

J\7I«T 4 

535.* Privy Council. Order on a representation of Lord Cavendish and others of the Vii^glnia 

Company, concerning relief to Virginia planters in danger of famine by a general 

contribution of the whole company. (1) PRO. (2) PC. [NYJ 

I. Ref: (1) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, p. 207. (2) Privy Council Register, James I, 

Vol. VI, p. 55. 

Pub: (1) Brown, First Republic, 539. (2) Sainsbury. Calendar of State Papers, 

Colonial, p. 49. 

Tranacript, New York Public Library. Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, foe. 129-131. 

JUIiT [4] 

586.* liist of names of those who will adventure, and amounts subscribed for victuals and provisions 
to be sent to relief of c»olony and to particular friends. PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 38. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 49. 

Tran-Hcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, foe. 136-149. 

JXJI.T 4 

537.* Privy Council. Order to restore Samuel Wrot to his place of counsellor for Virginia and to 
have session and fcee vote in courts, notwithstanding deprivation from counsell and 
suspension from courts. PC. 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James 1, Vol. VI, p. 57. 

538.* last of names who will adventure and amounts to V)e paid to Richanl Caswell, chosen treasurer 
for the present magazine, for necessarj' provisions for Virginia. Total, £727. 
III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 39. PRO. [NY] 

J^iIp: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, ( blanial, p. 49. 

Tranjtcript, New York I»ublic Library, Bancroft Paper?*, Vol. II, fon, r2f>-127. 
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530. **At a Court held for Virginia on Friday in y* Forenoone y* 4th of July, 1623." MC. 

II. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Ihib: Kingsbury, Rec. Mrylnia Co.y II. 

Original of the entr>' In the M8. Cuurt Book, see date. 

JULY 5 

540. Lord President Mandeville. A letter to Secretary Conway, (*<>n<*erning the mea/^urefl taken 

by the Virginia Company for the relief of the colony. PRO. [NY] 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, JameH I, Vol. II, No. 40. 

J\ib: Sainsbury, Ckileudar of State Papers^ Colon ialy p. 49. 

Tranflcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft I»aper8, Vol. II, fos. ISMS?. 

JUIiT 8 

541. Virgrinia Court. ** M' Deputy accjuaynted y' Comp* that acconling to y* direccon of y* I^atit 

Court he presented to y* LI/, of his Ma'" privy Counsell a sliort DecIaraCon tliat was 
then onleriMl to be drawne vp, wherein (among other things) was signifye<l of y** Com- 
ptuiies intent to send a speedy supply to Virginia." MC. 

II. Ref: Ferrar Pai)er8. 

I^ib: Kingsbury, Rec. Vmjinia (^b., posi^ II. 

Original of the entry in the MS. Court Book, we date. 

JUI^Y 18 

542. [N. Rich.] Rough draft of heads of charges against governors of Virginia Company presented 

to the commissioners. PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Pai>ers, No. 386. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 47. 

JUIiT 16 

543.* Record of a meeting of the gran<l committee to answer to the 15 articles prepared against the 
com|)any at a meeting of the conunissioners. MC. 

III. Ref: Ferrar Pai)er8. 

J\7I«7 17. 83 

544.* Governor Wyatt. Commission to Capt. Pierce to burn y* Indians' Com; with a minute of 
the other commissions of that sort and the time when they fell U]X)n the Indians. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec., Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 41. ' LC. 

JUIiT 18 

545.* Privy Council. Order giving allowance of \ysLy to officers attending on the commissioners to 
examine the Virginia business. PC. 

I. Ref: (1) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, p. 207. (2) Privy Council Register, James I, 

Vol. VI, p. 72. 
Piib: Sainsbury, Oilerular of State Papers, Colonial, p. 50. 

JUIiT 81 

546.* [Secretary Conway.] A letter to Sir Thomas Smythe et al., asking their opinion on Captain 
Baily's proposition. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Pai)ers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 149, No. 16. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Caleiular of State Pajter*, Colonial, p. 50. 
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juiiT as 

547.* Privy Council. Onier appointing? Lords Grandison, Carew, and Chichester to take notes 

liereto adjoinetl into consideration, and to frame therefrom such orders as are most fit 

for regulating the government of Virjjinia. (1) PRO. (2) PC. [NY] 

I. Ref: (1) C'olonial Entry lio<»k, Vol. 79, p. 194. (2) Privy Council Register, James I, 

Vol. VI, J). 7fi. 

Puh: Sainsbury, <\i1endtir of State. Paperf(^ Colonial j p. 50. 

Tniiiwript, New York Ilibllo Library, Bancroft Papern, Vol. II, fo. 141. 

JXTLY as 

548.* An account of sumH Hul)»K;ribe<l and supplies sent since April last for the relief of Virginia, 
with the names of vessels. £3,:«)0. PRO. [NY] 

HI. Hef: Stat<j Pai>ers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 42. 

J^ih: Sain^«l)ury, ( ^alendar of State PaperH^ CUonial, p. 50. 

TranMcript. New York l*ubllc Library, Bancroft Papeni, Vol. II, fos. 157-161. 

JUIiY 86 

540. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Du<lley Carleton, concerning the strife lietween the 
fai-tions of the F^irl of Warwick and of Lord Cavendish. PRO. 

VII. liff: State I»ar»en«, Domestic, James I, Vol. 149, No. 48. 

J*iih: (1 ) I^- Froy, yfemoriah of the Berinudas, I, 322-323. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of 
State. PajM'r*, (hlonia/j p. 51. 

JTTLY 88 

• 

550.* "Lord President Mandeville. A letter to Secretary Conway, stating that the Attomey- 
Cieneral is to i>ass u])on the power of the King to issue another patent to the Virginia 
Company. PRO. 

VII. Hef: State PajK^rn, Donu^stic, James 1, Vol. 149, No. 76. 
J\th: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Coltmialf p. 51. 

JULY 31 

551.* Attorney-General Coventry and Solicitor-General Heath. A letter to the King, giving 
an opinion concerning the resuming of the patent of the Virginia Company. 
1. Ref: State Papt^rs, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 43. PRO. [NY] 

Pub: (1) Brown, Fir»t RepuUic, 547-548. (2) Sainsbury, QUendar of State Palter*, 
Colouud, p. 51. 

TraiiMcript, New York l»iiblic Library. Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, fo8. 165-171. 
552.* Note of victuiilH and pn^vision sent by private i)ersons to Virginia in the "Geoi^ge," which is 
to go to (Jravesi'iid on Monday next. [Total, £5.%.] PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: State PajHTs, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 43. I, II. 
J^ib: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Paj>enfy Colonial, p. 51. 

TninH<rlpt, New York Public Library, Bancmft Papers, Vol. II, fon. 16S-155. [Gives date 
July 23.] 

AUaUST 

553.* Protection to Captain John Bargrave. PRO. 

I. Ref: Docquet Book. Signet Office. 

AuauBT e 

554.* Virginia Company. I^etter to the governor and council in Virjjrinia, concerning the letter 
of Ix)rds Council in regard to a change in government. LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. 28-30. (2) Instructions, Commissions, 
and Letters, lttOG-1683, pp. li:i-124. 



1628] LIST OF THE RECORDS 181 



AUOUST 18 



555. Lord Gliichester. A letter to the Countess of Warwick touching the projected duel between 
the Earl of Warwick and Lord Cavendish. PRO. 

VII. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 160. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MS8. Coin., Eighth Re}wrt, pt. 2, p. 29. 



AUaUBT 81 

556.* Governor in Virgrinia* Proclamation settling the rates of commodities. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 48-. 
557.* Proclamation about the i)ayment of debts. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 49. 

BBT'WEBN BBFTEICBEB AND OOTOBEB 

558.* Stephen Gingby and others. Petition to governor of Virginia by Stephen Gingby and the 

rest of the company belonging to the ** Everett'* of Mi(llelx)rough. LC. 

IV. Rff: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, i>. 60. 

550.* William Crakeplace. Petition to the governor in Virginia, demanding that the contract 

with Mr. Umgley be fuliilled by Mr. Douglas, his successor as ina«tt*r of the ** Margaret 

and John." LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Viiyinia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 59*. 

BSPTSMBSB 4. 8 

560.* John Penreis. Petition to governor and council in Virginia in regard to rights of trading. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 59*. LC. 



561.* Governor in Virginia. Proclamation about trading with Indians for com in the bay. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rei^ Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 49. 



BSPTBICBSB 16 



562.* Invoice of goods sent to Virginia by John Harrison in **Marma<iuke," John Dennis, master, 
for use of George Harrison. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 44. 

iW>: Sainsbury, Caiemhr of State Papers^ Colonial, p. 52. 

8SPTBMBSB 81 

568.* Governor in Virg^inia. Proclamation about stealing of birds and beasts of domestii^al and 
tame nature. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., HI, pt. ii, p. 49. 

1623/4 

OOTOBSB TO FEBBUABT 

564.* Michael Wilcocks. Petition to Governor VVyatt, demanding that at the end of his year's 
service William Candy pay him 180 pounds of tobacco and Ijuild a house, as agreed. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 60a. LC. 

BSTWBBK OOTOBSB AND FEBBUABT 

565.* Carsten Berksam. Petition to governor and council, requesting to be sent home because of 
the doatli of his father. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Re<?. Virginia C<»., Ill, pt. ii, p. 60. 
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1623 

OCTOBER 

666.* Thomas Pasmore. Petition to governor of Viiyinia, concerning payment by Valentine Osserly 
of money due. LC\ 

IV. Jii'f: M8. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, i>. 60. 
667.* Oovemor in Virginia. Warrant for the levy of taxei?. LC. 

IV. Re/: MS. Rw. Virginia Co., Ill, i)t. ii, p. 52, 52a. 

668.* . Orcier reducing the fine for non]>ayment of a tax of 60 pounds of esLSS&tras on each 

man from 10 pounds on eai-h 100 iK>unds of sa^^afraji^ to 4 pounds of tobacco. LC. 

IV. Rt'/: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., pt. ii, pp. 52-52*. 

OCTOBER 3 

660. Lord President Mandeville. A letter to [Secretary Conway], dispatching a messenger after 
the deputy of Virginia Comi)any, a.s none of the company will take anything upon 
themselves in the alisence of the governor. PRO. 

Vll. Rif: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 158, No. 14. 
Piih: Sainshury, Calendar of Slate Papers^ Colonial , p. 52. 

OCTOBER 8 

670.* Privy Council. A letter to the governor and council in Virginia, announcing the intention 
of the King to change the government of the Colony. Their Lorp'. tirpt Order. 

(1H3) LC (4) PRO [XY] 
I. Re/: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 2*. (2) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., 

II, 3:W-8:59. ('A) Instnictions, Commis-^^ions and Letters, 1606-1683 ( Vellum IkK)k), 
pp. 63-^>4. [18th century copy.] (4) State Pai)ers, Colonial, II, No. 45; Colonial 
Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 195-i96. 
I\ih: (1) Kingsbury, Rer. Virginia Ou., j^M^ II. (2) Brock, Mrginia Company ^ II, 
229-2:i0. (3) Brown, First Republic, 550-551. (4) Sainshury, Calendar o/ State 
Papers, Colonial, p. 52. 

Transcript. New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers. Vol. II. fos. 177-lHl. 

671.* . Onler for S' William Jones et al., the commissioners, to examine into the state of Vir- 
ginia and the Summer Islands, to continue inquiry and report to the board at convenient 
time. * (1) PRO. (2) PC. [NY] 

I. Re/: (1) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, p. 195. (2) Privy Council Register, James I 

Vol. VI, p. 123. 
Pnh: (1) Brown, First Repnhlir, 550-552. (2) Le Froy, Memorials o/ the Bermudas, 
I, 32*3-324. (3) Sainshury, Calendar of State Papern, Colonial, p. 52. 
Tranwript. New York Public Librar>-, Bancroft Papers, V«»l. II, fo. 178. 

OCTOBSB 11 

672.* George Jemison and Mr. Undergod. *'To the right W<jr" S' Francis Wyatt Knight 
Gouernor and Captaine (ienerall of Virginia. The humble Petion of George Jemison'* 
and M'. Undergod of the ship '* Everett." LC 

IV. Re/: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 60. 

OCTOBEB 10 

673.* Privy Council. Order dispensing with attendance of Justice Sir William Jones because of his 

other employments; also ordering commission to api)oint certain days for meeting so as 

to be expeditions. (1) PC. (2) PRO. 

1. Re/: (1) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 125. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 196. 
Pub: Sainshury, Calendar o/ State Pajters, Colonial, p. 52. 
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674. Virgrinia Company. Answer tx> an order of the Privy Council of October 8, 1623, begf<ing 

respite until November 9. (1) PRO. (2) LC. [NY] 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 340. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James 

I, Vol. II, No. 46. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virffinin Oo., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company^ II, 231-2. 

(3) Sainabury, Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial^ p. 52. 

Transcript. New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, fos. ia'>-187. [Date given 
Nov. 19.] 

OCTOBSB 17 

676. Lord President Mandeville. A letter to Secretary Conway, concerning an alteration in the 
frame of government. PRO. 

VII. Ref: Stat« Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 153, No. 67. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial, p. 53. 

676. Privy Council. An order to the Virginia Company. Second ortler in council. Copy. 

{l)-(3) LC. (4) PRO [NY] 
I. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 34. (2) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., 

II, 341-342. (3) InHtructions, Commissions, and Ix^tters, 1600-168:^ (Vellum 
Book), p. 65. (4) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 197-198. 
Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., poM, II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, 11, 
238. (3) Calendar: Virginia Mag. of Jlist.Y 1, SS2. (4) Sainsbury, CoZ^idar 
of State Papers, Colonial, pp. 52-53. 
Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers. Vol. II, fos. 189-191. 

OCTOBER SO 

677. Virginia Company. Answer to an order of the Privy Council of October 17, 1623. 

(1) IXJ. (2) PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: (1 ) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 342. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James I, 

Vol. II, No. 47. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., post, II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 234. 

(3) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 53. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, fo. 201. [Ends with " were of 
a contrary opinion."] 

OOTOBSB SO. S4 

678.* Privy Council. Privy Council to the Virginia Company, ui^ing the speedy sending of the 
ship to Virginia and that the orders should be published in Virginia. 

(1), (2) & (4) IX:. (3) PRO. (5) PC. (6) MC. [NY] 
I. Ref: (1)MS. Records VirginiaCo., Ill, pt.i, p. 3a. (2) MS.Court Book, Virginia Co., 

II, 343. (3) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 199-200. (4) Instructions, Commis- 
sions and I^etters, 1606-168:^ (vellum book), pp. 66-67. (5) Privy Council Register, 
James I, Vol. VI, p. 131. (6) Ferrar Pajjers. 
Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec, Virginia Co., post, II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 
234-235. (3) Sainsbury, Calendar of Slate Papers, Colonial, p. 53. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, fofl. 193-195. [Oct. 20.] 

OCTOBSB SO 

670.* Schediile of names of those present at an extraordinary court of the Virginia Company by 
appointment of Lords, touching the surrender of the charters, distinguishing those who 
were for from those against. PRO. 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 48. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 53. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, Vol. II, fa*. 197-199. 
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680.* Governor in Virginia. **A Warrant to Capt MadiM)n to bring 40 pouldiere for y March." 
IV. Ref: MS. Records Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, pp. 52, 52a. LC. 

OOTOBSBSS 

681.* Robert Byng. A letter to Nicholas} Ferrar, concerning the appointment to a position. 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papere. MC. [LC] 

FhotORTaphic reproduction and transcript in the Library of Con^rresH. 

OCTOBSB84 

682.* Privy Council. Order to John Harvey to investigate the conditions of Virginia — plantations, 
fortifications, provisions, lx)ats, public works, and relations with the Indians. PC. 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 137. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papori. Vol. II, foa. 205-207. 

683.* Privy Council. A letter to the Governor and Council in Vii^nia, instructing Council to assist 

Commissioners apiK>inted to investigate the Colony. (1) LC. (4) PRO [NY] 

I. Ref: (1) M8. Rec. Virginia Co., III,^pt. i, p. 2. (2) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, 

p. 2()0. (3) Instructions, comissions, and letters, 160G-1G83 (vellum book), p. 62. 

[ISth wntury copy.] (4) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, p. 200. 

J^ib: Sainsbury, Oilt'ndar of State Pajtern, Colonial, p. 54. 

Transcript. New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, fo. 209. 



684.* Sir Thomas Smythe and others. A letter to Secretary Conway, concerning Captain Baily's 
project. ' PRO. [NY] 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 51. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, <Vowm/, p. 54. 

Transcript, New York Public Librar)*, Bancroft Papent, II, foA. 221-223. 

16S3. HOVXMBER 4 TO 1624. MAT 24 

686.* Quo Warranto and Pnxveilings, by which the Vii)pnia Company was dissolved. 

(l)PRO. (2)MC. [LC] 
I. Ref: ( 1 ) Coram Regc Roll, James 1, 21 year, Michaelmas Tenn. Roll No. 1528, mem- 

branes, 39-03. (2) Ferrar Papers (writ only). 

Photofn^phic reproduction in the Library of Coninx-flB. 

1623 

HOVKlfBKR 7 

686.* Oommissioners for Virginia. Wsrrant concerning sundry petitions referred to them for 
examination. They re<|uire a trunk of writings locked up under custody of clerks of 
Privy Council to be delivere<l to the bearer. PRO. 

I. Ref: State Pai)ers, (.'olonial, James I, Vol. II, No. 49. 

/V;; Sainsbury, Valemlar of State Papers, i\}loiuaL p. 54. 

NOVSKBBB 18 

687.* Governor in Virginia. A Commission to the Council of State in the Governor's absence. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 41. IXJ. 

HOVXMBXB 10 

688. Note of shipping, men, and provi.*«ion8 sent an<l i)rovide<l for Vii^nia by the Right Honorable 
EsltI of Southami)ton and the Company nintv May, 1623, to this 19th November, 1623. 
III. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II. IXJ. 

Puh: (1) Kingsbury, Rec Virginut (Va, /km*/, II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 
p. 245. 
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600. Privy Council. Onler of December 8, 1623. (1) LC. (2) PC. 

I. Ref: (1 ) Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 361. (2) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, p. 209. 

Pub: (1) Kingebury, Rec. Virginia <'o., II. (2) Bnx»k, Virginia Company^ II, 249-250. 
( 3 ) Sainsbury, Cidemiar of Stafe Papers, Colonial , p. 55. 

601.* Order directing the atU)rney -general to report on a petition of Nicholas Ferrar, deputy 

of Virginia Company, who atiirms that comnus8ion for examining Virginia Company 

and Summer Island.^* Com{)any had not 8et course for paying debti< of the companies, 

which was referred unto them by l>oard. (1 ) I*C. (2) & (3) PRO. 

I. Ref: ( 1 ) Privy amncil Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 188. (2) Colonial Entrj* Book, 

Vol. 79, pp. 209-210. (3) Manchester Papers, No. 393. 

Pub: (1) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial, p. 55. (2) Calendar: Hist. 

MSS. Com., Eighth Ref>ort, pt. 2, p. 47. 

602.* Order directing the attorney-general to report upon a complaint of William Cannyn 

[Canning] rs. Thomas Keightly for arresting him on action of £500. 

(1) PC. (2) PRO. [NY] 
I. R^f: (1) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 187. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 209. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Paperf, Colonial^ p. 55. 

Traiijicript. New York Public Library, Bancntft Paipeiv, II, fos. 23S-235. 

603.* Ck>uncil in Virginia. Onler concerning every 20*'* man to work on the fort of Wariscoyack. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ili, pt. ii, p. 53. LC. 

604.* Mr. Captain Bargrave. **Mr. Captain Bargrave's Proiect touching Virginea.'' A copy of a 

letter to the Lord Treasurer. (1) BM. (2) PRO. 

VI. Ref: (1) Additional M8S., 12496, fo. 454. (Caesar Papers.) (2) Manchester papers, 

No. 402. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, pp. 47-48. 

DSCSMBEH 11 (?) 

606. Council in Virginia. Action concerning release of a bond of George Yeardley to Mr. South- 
em; concerning goods sent home on the ** Temperance.** LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

DBCXMBSS 10 

606.* Privy Council. A letter to the governor and council in Vii^nia concerning Captain Martin. 

(l)IX'. (2) PRO. (3) PC. [NY] 

I. Ref: (1 ) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 70'». (2) Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, 

p. 210. (3) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 199. 

Pub: (1) Va. Mag. of IM.yVU, pp. 272-273. (2) SAinsbury, Calendar of Stale Papers, 

Colonial, p. 55. 

Transcript. New York Public Library, Bancroft pRpers, II, fos. 237-239. 

DECRMBXB S6 

607.* Oovemor in Virginia. Letter to *'Capt. Wm. Tucker" concerning his expedition. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, fo. 53. 

DECXKBER SO 

608. Privy Council. A letter to the deputy governor of the Virginia Company to bring to them 
unopened all letters arrived in a ship lately from Virginia. 

0) JX:. (2) MC. (3) PC. (4) PRO. [NY] 

L Ref: (1) Court Book. Virginia Co., II, 358. (2) Ferrar Papers. (3) Privy Council 

Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 215. (4) Colonial Kntry Book, Vol. 79, p. 210. 

Pub: (\) Kingsbur}', Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 246. 

(3) la. yfag. of Hist., X, 132-134. (4) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Palters, Cblomal, 

p. 55. 

Tmnwript, New York Public Library. Bancroft Papers, II, fo. 241. 
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DEOBKBXB Sl^ANUABT 

609.* Ooiincil in Virginia. Proclamation concerning Tucker' h collection of tax on tobacco. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia CJo. , London, III, pt. ii, fo. 53. 

1623/4 

JAKUABT 7 

610. Council in Virgrinia. ControverBy between Thomas Sufram and Clarke and the successors 

of Capt. William Perse and Capt. William Power concerning an agreement for wages 
of a voyage in ** Furtherance." LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

611. Brief motives to maintain King's right to River Amazon and coast of Guiana. Note added in 

another hand to point out prejudice to the plantations should King make agreement 
with Virginia and Bermudas companies for tobacco from those places only. 
VII. 

612. Council in Virginia. Controversy between George Mynitie for Thomas Hamorand Thomas 

Gibbs concerning a bargain between them. LC. 

IV. Rfif: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

JANUABT 8 

618. Attorney-General Coventry. A letter to the Privy Council concerning the case between 
William Canning and Thomas Kightley. PRO. 

I. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 158, No. 12. 

Pub: Sainsbury , Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial, p. 56. 

JAirUABT 

614. Council in Virginia. I. Controversy between Daniel Gookin, through Richard Kensan, 

master of ship ** Mary," and Robert Roberts of Bristo, for delivery of commodities. 

II. Controversy between John Chew and William Douglas for goods used on the 

** Margaret." LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

616. . Controversy between Weston and James Carter concerning the transportation of goods. 

IV. Eef: MS. Court Book of the Colony. LC. 

JAUrUABTT 14 

616. Adventurers and Planters in Virginia and others. Petition to the Privy Council that 
those who oppose the surrender of the charter shall Ijear the expense of the suit. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Court Book, Vii^inia Co., II, 362. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Cb., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Compajiy, II, 250-251. 

JAKUABT 10 

617.* Governor in Virginia. A Comission to Captain Hamor given aboard the "WilTm and 
John " for trading. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rei^ Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 41. 

JAirUABT SS 

618.* Oovemor in Virginia. A commission to S' George Yeardley for punishing of swearing and 
dninkenness. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 40. 



188 INTRODUCTION [1623/4 

JANUABT 86 

619.* Governor in Virginia. Warranto for ho]din£ elections and piimmonin^ the general assembly. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rec. VinfinU Co., Ill, pt. ii, fo. 53. LC. 

JAirUABT 80 

620.* Council in Virginia. A letter to the Vii^nia (Company of London, deecribing revenge on 

Indians. ' (1) LC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Vii^nia Co., Ill, pt i, pp. 7-8. (2) State Papers, Domestic, 

James I, Vol. 156, No. 1. 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Virginia, Mag. of Huft,, VI, 374-377. (2) Sainsbury, CbUndar 

of State Papers^ Colonial^ pp. 56-57. 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, foe. 249-2G9. 

FEBBUABT 

621.* General Assembly in Virginia. The Answer to Capt. Butler's vnmaskinj^ of Vir^nia, by 
the General Aseembly February, 1623. Direc»ted to the King's most Sacred Ma*^. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co.', Ill, pt. i, pp. ^11. 
Pub: Neill, Vtrginia Company of London^ 406-407. 

623.» Sol>ert Poole. Petition *'To the Right WonlT 8' Francis Wyatt Knight," asking forpa>Tnent8 
due. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Vii^nia Co., Ill, pt. ii, fo. 60. 



683. Virginia Council. Letter to governor and council in Virginia, concerning the complaints of 
Capt. John Martin. ^ LC. 

III. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 71. (2) MS. Court Book Virginia Co., 

11,366. 
Pub: Kingsbury, Record* Tlr^'nia Cb., Vol. II. 

7XBBUABT 4. 18 

624.* John Bamett. Petition "To the right Wortt: S' Francis Wyatt Knight Gouemor," for sums 
due from the agent of Mr. Gookin. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 60a. 

HKTWJSKN 7XBBUAB7 AKI) OCTOBXB 

626.* WiUiam Paney. Petition "To the right WorlT S^ Francis Wyatt Knight" for a claim from 
Captain Nuce. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 60a. 

FXBBUABT 16 

626. [DavisonP]. A letter to [J. Ferrar?] giving a list of names of the living and dead in Virginia. 
IV. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 2. PRO. [NY] 

Pub: (1) Wynne and (iilman, OAonial Records of Virginia, 37-60; 61-66. (2) Sains- 
bury, Calendar of State Papers j Colonial p. 57. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, pp. 277-327. Secretary Davisoa 
died before this date. 



16 (?) 

627. last of 13 letters and papers, including one book receive<l from and sent to Vii^inia. 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 3. PRO. [NY] 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 57. 

Traiucript : New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, pp. 27a-27& 
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FEBBUABT SO 

628.* General Assembly in Virginia. *'The answere of the ^nerall Aseembly in Virjorinia to a 

Declaratione of the State of the Colonic in the V2 years of 8' Thomafl Smith's Goverment 

exhibite<i by Alderman Johnsone and others." (I) LC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: ( 1 ) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i; p. 4*. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James I, 

Vol. II, No. 20. 

Pub: (1) Neill, Vhf/inia Company of London^ pp. 407-411. (2) Sainsbury Calendar of 

State Papers J Colonial^ pp. 39-40. 

D.S. 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, pp. 349-361. 

FXBBUABT SB 

629.* Governor, Oouncil, and Assembly in Virg^inia. Ixjtter * * To y* right Hono'"' our very good 
Lor: the Lors: of his Ma**** most Hono** Pri vie Counsel 1," requesting the liberty of their 
general assemblies and defending the Sandys administration. 

(1) LC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt i, p. 5. (2) State Papers, Colonial, Jamee 
I, Vol. Ill, No. 4 (vera copia). 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial^ p. 58. 

Tranflcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papere, II, pp. 366-871. [Date Feb. 29.] 



630. Ballad concerning the massacre. "Goo<l News from Virginia. '' '*To the Tune of All those 
that l)e good fellowes.** Praises the men of the colony. PRO. 

Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 324. 
Pub: Calendar: Hist MSS. Com., EigfUh Report, pt ii, pp. 39, 40. 



681. ♦ John Haruey. "To the right WorlT S' Francis Wyatt Ac and to the Counsell of Estate." 
Petition concerning disobedience to his orders. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 62*. 

682.* . **To the right WorlT S^ Francis Wyatt Knight Ac and to the Counsell of Estate the 

second complaint and peticion of John Haruey Esq'.*' LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Vii>finia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 62. 
633.* Robert Giiyer and John White. '* To the Hono:"*** S' Francis Wyatt knight Ac and y* right 
WortT the Counsell of State. The Answer to y" Complaint and Petition of Cap' John 
Haruey Esquiere.'* LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 62. 
634.* . ** To the bono:**'* S' Francis Wyatt knight Ac and the right worlT the rest of the Coun- 
sell of State. The answer to y* Second Complaint and peticion of Cap* John Haruey 
F^'." LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 62*. 

[ICASOH] S 

685.* Haruey and others, commissioners of the Xing. A letter to Sir Francis Wyatt, governor, 
and to the assembly. PRO. 

1. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 6 (second paper). 

MARCH s 

636.* Haruey and others. Form of subscription presented to the general assembly, agreeing to a 
revo<'ation of the letters patent. PRO. [NY] 

I. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 6 (third paper). 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, pp. 897-399. 
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637.* General ▲ssembly in Virginia. A letter to Haruey demanding a comtniffiion or an oath as 
to his authority. PRO. 

IV. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 6 (fifth paper). 
688.* General Assembly in Virginia. '' The generall assemblies answere to those fower Proposi- 
tions made by the oommispioners to be presented to the Lore: of his Ma***" most honor**** 
priviecounsell." (1) LC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 6*. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James 
I, Vol. Ill, No. 7. 
Puh : Sainsbury, Calendar of State Paj)ers, CMomal^ p. 58. 

(1) D. S. In Public Record Office. (2) Transcrripl, New York Public Libraiy, Bancroft Papers, 
II. pp. 381-389. 

680.* Governor, Council, and General Assembly in Virginia. "The Answere of Gou»**, and 

Counsell and Generall Assembly to the Letter and wrightingeof Captain John Harney," 

expressing submissive attitude toward King. (1) IX. (2) PRO. 

IV. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 7*. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James I, 

Vol. Ill, No. 6 (fourth paper). 

Document in State Papi>rs, Colonial, in the autograph of Ed. Sharpleas, and certified by him. 

[KABCH SJ 

640. Oommissioners in Virginia. *'A briefe declaratione to the Assemblie" (by John Harvy, 

John Porey, Abraham Peirsey, and Samuel Mathews.) with a list of four enquiries as to 

the state of the colony. (1 ) LC. (2) PRO. 

I. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 6. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James I, 

Vol. Ill, No. 6 (first paper). 

I^: Sainsbury, Oilendar of State Papers^ Colonial^ p. 58. 

Document in State Papers, Colonial, in autograph of Ed. Sharplew, and certified by him. 

MARCH 3. 

641 . John Haruey and others. A letter to Governor Wyatt and the assembly, answering a demand 

for authority and acknowledging that they had none to move them to conform to sub- 
scription. PRO. [L. C] 
I. Ref: (1) MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Vol. Ill, pt. i, p. 7*. (2) State Papers, Colonial, 
James I, Vol. Ill, No. 6 (sixth paper). 

Document in the State Papers, Colonial, in the aut<^rraph of Ed. Sharplefls. Photograph in 
the Library of Congrew. 

KABCH 

642.* Oovemor and Council and Assembly in Virginia. Laws and Orders of the Assembly in 

Virginia, by the Governor, C-ouncil and 2 burgesses elected out of every plantation by 

major i>arts of voices, Febniary 16, 1623/4. (1) LC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

IV. Ref: ( 1 ) MS. Hev. Virginia Co., Ill, pt i, fo. 8. (2) State Papers, Colonial, James I, 

Vol. Ill, No. 9. 

Fuh: (1) Hening, Stntutej*, I, 122f. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, 

p. 59. 

Document in State l*apcr Office in autograph of Ed. SharftlesK. Tranwript: New York PabHc 
Library, Bancroft Papers, 11, fo». 329-315. 

648.* Oovemor, Council, and Assembly in Virginia. Order concerning a levy of tobacco. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 9. 

7 



644. Council in Virginia. Action crmcerning a claim against the company. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 
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16d3/4 TO KABCH 7. 1684/0 

646. Oourt in Virginia. Tranwriptfl from court records in Virginia, in quarter courts at James- 
town, of points n^Iating to the debts of George Thorpe, by Benjamin Harrison. NY. 
IV. Ref: Smyth of Nibley Papers, Smyth, 38. 

Pab: Calendar: N, Y, Puff. IM). Bull., I, 189. 

16234 

MAROHO 

646. Ck>imcil in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia, concerning a case between Mr. 

Home and Mr. Procter, concerning ser\'ice. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

647. ♦ Henry [Homer]. "To the right WorlT S' Francis Wyatt Knight «&c and Counsel! of Estate 

here Assembled,** demanding goods due from Procter. LC. 

IV. Ref: MvS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 61. 

MABOH 11 

648. Oouncil in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia, concerning degradation of 

Richard Quaile from captain to carpenter. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

649.* Richard Quaile. "The Humble Petition of Richard Quaile to the hono^'<^ the Gouemor 

with the right WorlT the Assistant in Counsell,'* requesting to be released. [Examined 

September 9, 1 623. ] LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 61. 

MARCH IS 

660. Council in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Vii^nia, concerning a controversy 

between Dr. Pott and Capt. William Holmes for payment of three chests of physic. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

661. [Edward Nicholas.] A letter to [John Nicholas] concerning the arrival of ships this week 

from Virginia and the Somers Islands, certifying the wtjlfare of the people in Virginia 
still in enmity with the natives. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 160, No. 70. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers^ Colonial^ p. 59. 

MABOH 16 

662.* Governor in Virginia. A commission to Rawleigh Crashaw to trade with the Indians. LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 41.* 

KABCH S3. 84. 05 

663.* John Haruey. **To the right wor:!T S' Francis Wyatt knight Ac and to y« Counsel! of Estate 

the third jx-'tition of John Haruey, Esq',*' concerning his admiralty of New England. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec\ Virginia Co., lil, pt. ii, p. aS. LC. 

664.* Robert Ouyar and John White. "To the right hono:»"* S' Francis Wyatt knight Ac the 

right W^orTT y* Counsell of State." The Humble Petition against Captain Harney. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 63. LC. 



30 

666.* Jane Dickenson. '*To the honoT right Wortt <&c the Gouemor and Counsell of Estate in 
Virginia." Petition to l)e rclievetl from service. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 61. 

2610&— 05 13 
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1624 

[APKIL y] 

656. [Sir Nathaniel Rich.] Ilt^ads of a hikhh!!! in the Hoiitfe of Coninions on a fjetition prc8entod 
by the Virginia Couijiany. PRO. 

VI. Jiff: Manchester I*ai>ei>, No. 410. 
Piih: Calendar: Hint. MS8. Com., Ei'jhth li»i>'frt, pt. L', p. 48. 

APRII« 8 

657. Planters in Virginia. Petition to the King, n^tjuetjiing to Vie relieved of the import on 
tobaeeo fur a time. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 373-374. 

Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Brock, Virginia Company^ II, 257-259. 

AFBIL 8. 14 

658. Pr ivy Council. Answers granting the above petition. LC. 

Ret: MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 374. 
Pub: (1) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. (2) Broek, Virginia ComjMny, II, 259. 

AFBIL 18. 10 

659.* John Hall. *'To the right WorlT S' Francis Wyatt Knight Ac" concerning a claim against 
John Hall. ' LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 61. 

AFBIL 17 

660.* Council in Virginia. Letter **to the right Honorbt IIenr>' Earle of Suthampton with the 
Lords and others of the Counsell and Compenie of Virginia,*' concerning acts of the 
Assembly sent by John Pountis, and the needs of the colony. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec! Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i, p. 8*. 

[AFBIL SS] 

661. Sir Thomas Smythe. A letter to Sec*retary Conway entreating him to attend the Grand Com- 
mission of Grievances to-morrow in order to help to stop Jithn Bargrave rg. Smythe. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic. James I, Vol. laS, No. 28. PRO. 
Pub: Sainsbury. Calendar of >^ate Papers, Colonial, p. 60. 

662.* Capt. John Bargrave. A letter to the House of Commons on behalf of himself, alieent 
planters in Virginia, and adventurers against Sir Thomas Smythe. PRO. 

III. Ref: (1) Manchester Papers, No. 401. (2) State Papers. Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, 
-"' . ■ No. 11. (3) State Pai)ers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 163, No. 28. 

, ' Pub: (1) Sainsbury, Calendar of State Pajxrf, Colonial, p. 60. (2) Calendar: Hist 

MSS. Com., Eighth Reptfrt, pt. 2, p. 47. 

Docament in the Colonial BUite ]*apem signed by Bargrave. The date is uncertain. 

AFBIL84 

668.* John Harvey. A letter to Sir Nathaniel Rich, sending the reply of the Assembly to Capt. 
Butler's and Aldennan Johnson's accusations. PRO. 

IV. Ref: Manchester Papere, No. 400. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. ii, p. 47. 
Autograph document. 
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APBIIi S6. S9 

664. House of Oomxnons. *'A petition for Virginia read'' in the House of CommonB, and also a 
letter from the King. (1) LC. (2) & (3) HL. (4) PRO. 

I. Ref: (!) MS. Court Book, Virginia Co., II, 377-379. (2) House of Lords, Supple- 

mentary Calendar, C. J., II, 691, 694. (3) Journals of Commons, I. (4) State 
Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 12. 
Puft: (1) I^Froy, MemoriuU of the Bermudas, I, 336. (2) Calendar: Hist. MSS. 
Com., Fourth Report, pt. 1, p. 122. (3) Brock, Virginia Company, II, 263-266. 
(4) Kingsbury, Rec. Virginia Co., II. 

APKCLSS 

666.* James I. A letter to the Speaker of the House of Commons not to trouble with the petition, 

as it would renew the factions of the comjmuy, which were in settlement by the King. 

I. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 163, No. 71. PRO. 

Pub: (1) LeFroy, Memorials of the Bermudm, I, 336-337. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of 

State Papers, Colonial, p. 60. 

666.* Georgre Menefie. A letter to John Harrison, telling of the death of his brother Greorge, of 

his will, and of an inventory of his estate, and asking for instructions. PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 15. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 61. 

Transcript: New York Public Llbrarj', Bancroft Papers, II, 173-475. 

APKCL SO 

667. Sir Isaac Wake. A letter to Secretary Conway, telling that King's letter was received with 

universal applause and had quieted the great schism caused by the Virginians. PRO. 

VII. Ref: Savoy Correspondence, 1624, April 29. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 60. 

APRHi 30 

668. John Chamberlain. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton concerning the King's letter to Lower 

House yesterday touching Virginia, and reserving the matter likely to have bred 
dissension. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 163, No. 74. 

Pub: (1) LeFroy, Memorials of th^ Bermudas, 1,SS7, (2) SaiuBbvLry, Calendar of State 
Papers, Colonial, p. 61. 



660.* [Nicholas Ferrar.] A rough draft and a copy of a petition to the Commons concerning the 
loss to England by allowing the imi)ortation of tobacco from Si)ain. MC. [LC] 

VI. Ref: Ferrar Papers. 

Rough draft in Nicholas Ferrar's autograph and a copy in Ed. Collingwood's writing. 



MAT 4 



670. House of Lords. Matters brought from the House of Commons, but no further proceedings. 
I. Ref: Ix)rds Journal, HI, 340. HL. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. C/om., Fourth Report, p. 123. 



MAT 6 



671.* Bichard Barnes. *'To the bono** S' Francis Wyatt Knight Governor and Capt. generall of 
Virginia The Humble Petition" requesting a reinvestigation of censure. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Vii^nia Co., Ill, pt ii, p. 61». 



194 INTRODUCTION [1684 

MAT 6 

672. Sir Francis Nethersole. A letter to Sir Dudley Carletoii, concerning the discussion of Vir- 

ginia affairs in the House of Conimone. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papi'rs, Domestic, James I, Vol. 164, No. 46. 

I\Lh: (1) Calendar: l7jy/«/ri }fmj. of Jlist,, VI, 382-384. (2) Sainsbury, OUendarof 
Suite Paptri*^ < hhnialf p. 62. 

MAT 10 

673. Council in Virginia. Action concerning the charge against Edward Sharpies, dark to the 

council of state, of l>etraying counsels ... to the King and Ix)rd8 of the Privy Council 
and some of the comniiHifioners for reward. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

674. . Action concerning the censure of Richard Barnes for speaking ill of the governor. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. LC. 

18 



675.* Oouncil in Virginia. Letter "to the Right Honoble Henry f^rle of Suthampton w^ the 
Lo: and others of the Counsell and Compenie of Virginia." Complaint concerning 
Mr. Pory. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. i. p. 9. 



so 

676.* Robert Heath. A letter to Sir Robert Harley requesting him to take opinion on a bill pro- 
posed in Parliament on the importation of Spanish tobacco. PRO. 
VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, Vol. CLXV, No. 5. 

Pub: Calendar of State Pajyers, Domestic. James I, 1623-1625, p. 250. 

MAT as 

677.* Sir Robert Heath. *'Severall greiuances presentee! to King James by S*" Robert Heath (then 
Sollicito' gefiall) vpon Friday the 28th of May in the name of the Lower House of Par- 
liament in the Banquetting House at Whitehall 1624 — concerning Trade" and tobacco. 
VII. Ref: Harleian MSS., 2244, fo. 15. BM. 

MAT 30 

678.* Ralph Hamour. **To the bono*"* S' Francis Wyatt knight Ac and the rest of Counsell of 
Estate in Virginia. The Humble Petition" concerning the destruction of his patent in 
the massacre. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Rec. Virginia Co., Ill, pt. ii, p. 61. 

JTJIOB(P) 

670. Henry, Earl of Southampton, and certain other I^ords appointed a Council for Virginia. 

I. Ref: Minutes, Colonial Correspondence, 1609, p. 1. PRO. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of St(Ue Papers^ Colonial^ p. 63. 

680. [Nathaniel Rich(P).] An act concerning tobacco. [Proposed bill by Parliament.] PRO. 

VI. Ref: Manchester Paj^rs, No. 406. 

681. Rough draft of a suggestion for preemption of tobacco, and prohibition of planters in England, 

Irelan<l, and Wales, and imiK)rtation of any except from Virginia and Summer Islands. 
VI. Ref: Manchester Papers, Nos. 365, 404, 407. PRO. 

Pab: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Ki(jhth Report^ j)t. 2, i)p. 45, 48. 

682. House of Commons. Petition to the King for exclusion of all tobacco not grown in his 

Majesty's Dominion. PRO. 

I. Ref: Manchester Papers, No. 405. 

Pub: Calendar: Hist. MSS. Com., Eighth Report, pt. 2, p. 48. 
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Jxn*Y (?) 

691.* Seasons alleged on behalf of King's Farmers of the custom and impost on tobacco, for redress 
of grievances. PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 22. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Oilendar of State Papers^ Colonial ^ pp. 68-69. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 573-588. 

602.* Brief answer to a proposition touching tobacco lately delivered by the King's Farmers of 

Customs. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 23. 

Piih: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Pa;>er«, Colonudy p. 69. 

698.* Request to [Privy Council ?] that as King is concluding a contract with divers persons for his 

own use, orders should be given to the Governor in Virginia not to suffer trade with the 

Hollanders who are now freighting ships for that purpose, since their produce is not 

neede<l there. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Papern, Domestic, James 1, Vol. 169, No. 7. 
Pk/>.- Sainsbury, CaJeiuUir of State PaperXj Colonial ^ p. fii^. 

694.* '*A Briefe Declaration of the plant^ition of Virginia during the first twelve years when S' 
Thomas Smyth was Governor of the Companie [1606-1619] and downe to the present 
tyme [1624] by the Ancient Planters now riMnaining alive in Virginia." 

III. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, p. 21. PRO. [NY] 
Pub: (1) Wynne and Oilman, Colonial Records of Virginia (StaiiB Senate Document, 

Extra, 1874). (2) Brown, Fird Republic, 572-574. (3) Sainsbury, Calendar of Stale 
Papers, Colonial^ pp. 66-68. 

Transcript, New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, I, fos. 529-609. 

696. [Solicitor-General Heath.] Statement as to a contract ordered by King on July 2/24 as to 

tobacco. PRO. 

I. Ref: State PajHirs, Domestic, James I, Vol. 169, No. 6. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of Stale Papers, ColoJiial, p. 63. 

696.* James I. A letter to Solicitor-(]reneral Heath, concerning a petition of House of Commons 
against the importation of foreign tobacco, and a i)etition of planters and adventurers for 

a* reasonable price. PRO. 

I. Ref: State Pai>er8, Domestic, James I, Vol. 169, No. 5. 

Pub: Sainsbury, C(dendar of State PaperHy Colonial, p. 63. 

JTJIiY 3 

697. Nethersole. A letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, concerning the overthrow of the Virginia patent 

by the quo warranto. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James 1, Vol. 169, No. 14. 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Virginifi Mag. of Jlist., VII, 39. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of State 

papers, Colonial, p. 63. 

698.* Governor, Council, and Colony in Virginia. To the Kings moste Excelent Ma***. "The 

Humble Petitione of the Gou'nor Counsell an<l C'olony of Virginia in theire generall 

.Vssemblie," praying for a continuation of the jiresent goveniment. ( 1 ) LC. (2) PRO. 

IV. Ref: (1) MS.' Ueconls, Virginia Co., HI, pt. i, p. 5«. (2) State Pai^ers, Colonial, 

James I, Vol. Ill, No. 21. 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Virginia Mag. of Hist., VII, 45. (2) iiaintihuTy, Caleiidar of State 

Papers, Colonial, p. 65. 

D. S. In the State PaiHTs. Colonial. 
Date uncertain. 
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JUI«T 18 

699.* David Sandis. "To the Hono*''« the Governor w*** the rest the worlT Counsellors of Estate." 

Petition for justice because of defamations by one, Alnut. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Records, Virginia Co., III. pt. ii, p. 61^. 

700. CoTincil in Virginia. Order that persons remaining at home shall give day's work in place 

of those on the march; ordering a commission to be granted to council at home for 

dispatch of business until governor's return; also concerning fining Thomas Alnet for 

detemation of character of Minister Sandis. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

701.* James I. Commission to certain of the Lords of the Privy Council and others for settling a 

government in Virginia. (1) BM. (2) PRO. 

I . Ref: ( 1 ) Additional M8S. , 1 2496, f os. 464-473. ( Caesar Papers. ) ( 2 ) Patent Roll, 22 

James I, pt. 1, No. 4; Chancery Privy Seal, 22 James I, July, 1624. 

Pub: (1) Hazard, IMwlcal CoUcction, I, 183. (2) Rymer, Foedera, XVII, 609-613. 

702.* GominiBBioners for Virginia. Orders set down at a meeting, July 16, 1624, appointing H. 

Fotherby to be in charge of charters, seals, and writings of the company, and providing 

for an investigation of the colony. PRO. [LC] 

I. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 17, I. 

I\tb: (1) Calendar: Virginia Mag. of HiM.y VII, 44-45. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of 
State Papers^ Colonial, p. 64. 

Transcript: Librar>- of Confess, Bancroft Papers, II, 489-496. 

JT7LY (16) 

708. Lord President Mandeville. A letter to Secretary Conway, giving a brief of the proceedings 
of the Commissioners for Virginia, with regard to the free importation of tobacco. 
VII. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 17. PRO. [NY] 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Virginia Mag. of Hist, VII, 43-44. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of 
State Papers, Colonial, p. 64. 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 513-515. 

JUIiY 18 

704.* Privy Goiuxcil. An order for the allowance of £150 to [John] Pory, employed in Virginia 
about His Majesty's especial business. (1) PC. (2) PRO. 

I. Ref: (1 ) Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 376. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 277. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 64. 

JULY 10 

705. Secretary Conway. A letter to Lord President Mandeville, stating that the King approves 

the proceedings in the Virginia business, and that the restraint as to tobacco is to be 
considered. PRO. 

VII. Ref: Minute. Conway's Letter Book, 136. 

Pub: 8ainsbur>% Calendar of State Pajyers, Colonial, p. 64. 

706. . A letter to Lord Coventry, concerning putting Mr. Bing in the Commission for Vir- 
ginia, if there is no cause to the contrary. PRO. 

VII. Ref: Minute. Conway's Letter Book, 137. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 64. 
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JUIiT SO 

707.* Warrant to pay John Pory £150 in payment of expenditure of £100, and for services in Vir- 
ginia on King's business. PRO. 
I. Ref: Sign Manual, James I, Vol. 16, No. 50. 

Piib: Sainsbury, dilendar of State Papers, Cblonialy p. 65. 

708. Lord Coventry. A letter to Secretary Conway, stating why Mr. Bing was willingly foi^gotten 
from the Commission for Virginia. PRO. [NY] 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 18. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of Statt Papers, Cotonial, p. 65. 

Transcript: New York l»iiblic Library, Bancroft Papcni, II, 501-508. 

JUIiT 80 

700. Secretary Gonway. A letter to Lord Presi<lent Mandeville, concerning John Bargrave. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 170, No. 65. PRO. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Cofonial, p. 65. 

jjji/r 81 

710. Solicitor-Qeneral Heath. A letter to Secretary Conway, stating that the Commission deems 

it best that the commission from the King l^e sent to the principal men in Virginia for 
the present government of the Colony. PRO. [NY] 

VII. Ref: State Pai)er8, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 19. 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Virt/inia Mag, of Hist,, VII, 45. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of State 
Papers, Colonial, p. (55. 

Tran«;ript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 506-507. 

711. Sir Thomas Smythe. A letter to Secretary Conway, stating that the Virginia Company hoped 

tliat John Bargrave would pay £500 due before his protection was renewed, and enclos- 
ing a petition to the King. PRO. [NY] 
VII. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 20. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 65. 

A. 8. Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 609, 611. 

AUOnsT 8 

712. Solicitor-Qeneral Heath. A letter to the Duke of Buckingham, entreating his assistance in 

settling the contract for Virginia tobacco. PRO. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 171, No. 7. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of Stat4' Papers, Colonial, p. 69. 

AUOUBT 6 

718. Sir Thomas Smythe. A letter to Lord President Mandeville, requesting him to hinder or 
defer Captaui Bargrave's protection, as he hopes to i>rocure a countermand from the 
King. PRO. [NY] 

VII. Ref: State PaiKjrs, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 24. 
Pub: Sainsibury , Calendar of State Papers, ( bhnial, j). 09. 

A. S. Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 517-519. 
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AUGUST 9 

714. Bobert, Earl of Warwick. A letter to Secretary Conway, sending Mr. Pory with the com- 

misHion [for Virginia], to desire him to put out Mr. Pott's name, who was a poisoner of 

savages there and hence unfit for State business; and asking him to remind the King 

to write Mr. Attorney to put Mr. Bing on the Commission according to promise. 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 25. PRO. [NY] 

Pub: (1) Calendar: Virginia Mag. of Hist,, VII, 61. (2) Sainsbury, Calendar of State 

Papers f Colonial^ p. 69. 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papera, II, 521. 

AUOU8T 18 

715. Secretary Conway. A letter to Attorney-General Coventry, concerning conferring with Sir 

Thos. Smythe and the Earl of Warwick about putting Mr. Bing on the Commission. 
VII Ref: Minute, Conway^s Letter Book. PRO. 

Pub: Sainsbury, (\ileinlar of State Papers, OAonial, p. 69. 

716. A letter to Solicitor-General Heath concerning the returns of the Commission for a Council 

in Virginia. PRO 

VII. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 171, No. 47. 
PuJb: Sainsbury, (Jalendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. (J9. 

AUOUBT le 

717. John Harrison. Power of attorney from John Harrison, of London, to John Carter, master 

of '^Anne." PRO. [NY] 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, Nos. 26, 27. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 69. 

Transcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 525-629. 

718. Council in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia concerning the complaint of 

Ensi^ John Ulie (?) against Tyler for slander. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

AUOUBT 88 

710. Council in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Vindnia concerning the sentence of 
William Tyler for slander. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

AUOU8T 86 

720. James I. Commission to Sir Francis Wyatt as governor and to the Council in Virginia. 

PRO. 
I. Ref: (1) Patent Roll, 22 James I, pt. 17, No. 2. (2) Chancery Privy Seal, 22 Jamee 

I, August. 
Pub: (1) Hazanl, Historiml Collection of State Papers, 1, 189-192. (2) Rymer, Foedera, 
XVUI, 618. 

8XPTXMBXB 6, 19 

721. Council in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia: list of persons coming to 

James City, Virginia, in the ** Bonny Bess,'* who took the oath of supremacy. 
IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. LC. 

BKPTEMBEJBL 18 OB 15 {f) 

722. James I. Commission as governor to Sir George Yeardley in the absence of Sir Francis 

Wyatt. (1) PRO. (2) LC. 

I. Ref: (I) Docquet Book, Domestic, James I. (2) Misc. Records, 1606-1692. (Bland 

Copy), 122-125. 
Pub: (1) Hazard, IHstorical Collection, I, 236. {2)SainahuTy, Calendar of Stale Papers, 
CoUmial, p. 69. 
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SBFTXMBXB 86 

728. Council in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia concerning the fining several 
offenderB, 20 noblee, toward the repair of the church, for drinking. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

dSPTEMBSB 88 

784. Privy Gouncil. An order for an exact account of John Puntis's property to be sent to Thos. 
Merry (1) PC. (2) PRO. [NY] 

I. Ref: Privy Council Register, James I, Vol. VI, p. 449. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 70. 

Traiwcript: New York Public Library, Bancroft I*aperH, II, 53;i-535. 

SEFTEXBXB 88 

726. James I. Proclamation restraining the importation of tobacco except from Vii^niaand the 

Summer Islands. Printeii. JCB. 

I. Pub: (1) Hazard, Historical Collection, 1, 193-198. (2) Rymer, Fhedera, XVII, 621. 

GOTOBBS 

736. Gapt. Jolin Bargprave. A letter to , concerning a remodelletl project, the only safe and 

profitable way to plant Virginia. PRO. 

VI. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 173, Nos. 120^ 121. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Colander of Stak Papers, Colonial, p. 70. 

OOTOBBB 4 

727. Gouncil in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia concerning Sybill Royall's will. 

LC. 
IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

OOTOBBB 10 

728. Council in Virginia. Court Book of the Council in Virginia concerning: I. Accusations 

against Captain John Martin for slanderous sayings. II. Claim that Company had 
right to appoint ministers. III. Difference as to division of parishes, payment of work- 
man's wages for church. IV. Complaints of Elizabeth Abbot's servant — having been 
beaten by Mr. Procter, her master. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

OOTOBBB 18 

729. [Privy Gouncil.] Warrant to prepare a bill for Edward Dichfield and five others on the 

recommendation of Virginia CoinmiRsion, appointing them officers for searching and 
sealing tobacco. PRO. 

I. Ref: State Papers, Domestic, James I, Vol. 173, No. 55. 

Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, p. 71. 

OOTOBBB 18 

780. Gouncil in Virginia. Court Book of the council in Virginia, granting several leases to persons 

on governor's and college land for a tenii of five years from date. LC. 

IV. Ref: MS. Court Book of the Colony. 

OOTOBBB 88 

781. Privy Gouncil. Warrant to I^rd Carew, Master of Ordinance, to deliver to the Virginia Com- 

missioner one last of iwwder. (1) PC. (2) PRO. 

I. Ref: (1) Privy Council liegister, James I, Vol. VI, p. 474. (2) Colonial Entry Book, 

Vol. 79, p. 278. 
Pub: Sainsbury, Calendar of Slate Papers, Colonial, p. 70. 
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NOVXKBaB 88 

742. James I. A letter to the Commission and Company of Virginia, recommending Jamee Stuart 
for fit employment. PRO. [NY] 

I. Ref: State Papers, Colonial, James I, Vol. Ill, No. 29. 

Pub: Sainebury, Calendar of State Papers, Coloniaiy p. 70. 

Tran^5cript: New York Piiblie Library, Bancroft Papers, II, 546. 

DBOXMBEB 8 

748.* Gouncil in Virginia. Letter *'To the right Honobtt Henry Earle of Suthamptone, with the 
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/*?(/>.- (1) Hazard, Ilistorkal OMcdion, I, 224-230. (2) Rynier, Foedirn, XVII, 668- 
672. 

1625 6 

MARCH 4 

757. Privy Council. C-oinniissiou to (ieorge Yeardley to exercist^ j^overnuient as fully as any gov- 

ernor in the i>a«t five years. PRO. 
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